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KS3 Programme of Study
Curriculum Rationale

The study of English at OLCC will equip pupils with the knowledge to become a relevant voice of the 21st Century. In order for students to comprehend the significance of the language that shapes our society today, it is crucial that we offer an innovative curriculum that examines the development of voices across key literary movements, both past and present. Our curriculum serves as a window through which students can view the world, and a mirror through which they can view themselves and master their own voices in an ever-evolving global society. We offer a knowledge-rich curriculum that examines shifting narrative perspectives, giving students the opportunity to delve into the concepts that shape the voices we study and allows them to experiment with, and manipulate their own voice. Thus, giving students the chance to delve into key English concepts like rhetoric, plot, grammar, language, oracy and context. We have aligned the texts we teach to the history curriculum in order to support mastery of how contexts of production help shape meaning. Students are encouraged to appreciate broad and diverse viewpoints, with an early focus on literary voices that celebrate attitudes and ideas, moving to an appreciation of how writers can challenge and manipulate attitudes and ideas. Ultimately, students will develop into critical readers and writers, who demonstrate an understanding of how their personal voice can shape the attitudes and ideas of others. Mastery of the powerful knowledge will allow pupils to become powerful voices for the future in their own right and to ‘be more,’ in service to society.











	Year 9

	The Big Question
	
How does Malorie Blackman use the character voices of Dante and Adam to transform how the audience responds to critical contemporary issues? 


	Rationale 
	This scheme develops pupils’ appreciation of contemporary literature through exploring how Boys Don't Cry challenges assumptions surrounding masculinity, sexuality, emotional expression, prejudice, and parenthood through the voices of Adam and Dante. The unit builds on Year 7 and Year 8 study of narrative arc, character transformation, figurative language, and writer’s voice, while developing pupils’ understanding of how narrative perspective, dialogue, and structure shape meaning and empathy.
This unit is taught at this point because the voice of transformation is a key theme across Year 9 and creates a clear transition from Voices that Challenge in Year 8. The novel’s contemporary themes help pupils understand how literature can confront prejudice and identity while developing their own analytical and narrative writing, linking to future study of A Christmas Carol, Blood Brothers, and narrative writing at KS4.


	Autumn 1 and 2  
	Know: 
· The key themes in the novel. 
· The effect of dual narrative perspectives and dialogue. 
·  That narrative perspectives are used to shape audience understanding. 
· The narrative arc, character transformation, and the significance of openings and endings. 
· The contextual influences in the novel. 
· That contextual factors shape characters, conflicts, and decisions.  
· That effective dialogue enhances characterisation. 
· The effect of figurative language and word choices.
· The factors that contribute to the protagonist’s transformation 
· That evidence, quotations, structural choices, and key moments are synthesised to form effective structured analytical responses.
· That effective narrative writing manipulates language and structure.

Know how: 
· To challenge stereotypes and prejudice through discussion and debate.
· To write an effective explanation of how narrative perspective, narrative voice, and dialogue shape audience understanding
· To use narrative perspective and narrative voice for effect 
· To track and analyse character transformation
· To create key turning points and character development in their own writing
· To write an effective analysis 
· To analyse effective openings, endings, and narrative arcs
· To craft effective openings, endings, and narrative arcs
· To analyse the effects of figurative language 
· To use dialogue to enhance characterisation in their own writing 
· To identify and analyse how writers manipulate language and structure

	The Big Question
	
How does Shakespeare use deceit to shape power, relationships, and tragedy in King Lear?


	Rationale
	This unit focuses on the theme of deceit in King Lear and develops students’ understanding of Shakespearean tragedy through the study of plot, sub-plot, character, language, and key themes. Students will explore how deception affects relationships and leads to the downfall of individuals and society. Throughout the unit, students will build confidence in understanding Shakespeare’s language, identifying themes, and writing analytical responses using evidence from the text. They will also consider the social and historical context of the play and why its themes are still relevant today.

	Spring 1/2
	Know:
· The social and historical context of the play (Jacobean beliefs about kingship, order, and family) 
· Expectations and values of a Jacobean audience 
· That deceit is a central theme in the play 
· Different types of deceit: lies, manipulation, disguise, and self-deception 
· The narrative arc of the play as a Shakespearean 5 act tragedy 
· The plot and sub plot (Lear and his daughters / Gloucester and his sons) 
· Key characters linked to deceit (Edmund, Goneril, Regan, Lear) 
· The difference between prose, blank verse and soliloquy 
· Why characters speak using different forms (authorial intent) 
· The literary device dramatic irony
· Know that writers create patterns of imagery for effect 
· That accurate textual references support interpretations

Know how:
· To explain how context shapes understanding of deceit in the play
· To explore and analyse how deceit drives conflict and tragedy
· To identify and analyse different types of deceit (e.g. Edmund’s manipulation, disguises of Edgar and Kent)
· To track the development of deceit across both plots
· To analyse the structure of the play as a five-act tragedy (Freytag model)
· To comment on the effect of prose and blank verse in relation to character hierarchy
· To analyse how Shakespeare uses dramatic irony to develop meaning
· To analyse how Shakespeare uses imagery to develop meaning, reveal character states (e.g. madness, insight), and shape audience response
· To judiciously select precise quotations to analyse ideas about deceit
· To use inference to interpret characters’ motives and actions


	The Big Question
	
How is the voice of protest manipulated by Victorian non-fiction writers?
  

	Rationale 
	Drawing on the voice of political protest studied through Animal Farm in Year 8, this unit allows students to explore how writers can shine a light on social inequality. They will read for deeper meanings, appreciating how the voices of protest and challenge are manipulated by writers during a time of increasing social injustice. Further appreciation of metaphor and symbolism will secure critical readings of authorial intent in KS4.  

	Spring 2/
Summer 1
	Know:   
  
· The concept of literary protest in non-fiction writing.   
· That Mayhew and Dickens are key voices of protest in Victorian England   
· That sensory imagery is used as a rhetoric device
· That personal stories are used to challenge viewpoints / audience 
· What compound listing is and why it is used in rhetoric
· The conventions of a formal letter 
· That rhetoric is used in formal writing to persuade
· The features of an effective formal speech

Know how:   
· To read for implicature and identify relevant contextual features
· To explore and analyse the tone of protest and criticism through the voices of Mayhew and Dickens  
· Writers use compound listing for emphasis
· To analyse how sensory imagery is used for effect  
· To express a critical viewpoint in the crafting of a formal letter
· To deliver a persuasive speech using effective rhetoric


	The Big Question
	
How are different voices of war reflected in Poetry? 


	Rationale 
	This unit bridges KS3 and KS4 by developing an increasingly sophisticated understanding of how poets construct voice to communicate different perspectives on war. Pupils build upon their knowledge of language, structure and context to explore how writers deliberately shape readers' attitudes towards conflict through contrasting voices and viewpoints. Through increasingly analytical comparison, pupils develop the knowledge and disciplinary processes needed to interpret, evaluate and compare poetry with greater precision, independence and conceptual understanding

	Summer 1/ Summer 2
	Know: 

· The perspective of a topic/situation is essential to aid overall understanding of a poem
· The importance of context in poetry 
· The poetic devices used in poetry
· What ‘voice’ is, that it can be different to the poet, and how it is developed in poems 
· Poet’s use language to develop meaning
Know how: 
· To consider the difference between the voice of the poem and the poet 
· To consider the context of a poem including perspective 
· Poets use language to create meaning 
· To consider which words from a text create deeper meaning and explain why
· To use accurate poetic terminology in discussions and analytical writing
· To compare poetry linked by theme
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