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KS3 Programme of Study
Curriculum Rationale

The study of English at OLCC will equip pupils with the knowledge to become a relevant voice of the 21st Century. In order for students to comprehend the significance of the language that shapes our society today, it is crucial that we offer an innovative curriculum that examines the development of voices across key literary movements, both past and present. Our curriculum serves as a window through which students can view the world, and a mirror through which they can view themselves and master their own voices in an ever-evolving global society. We offer a knowledge-rich curriculum that examines shifting narrative perspectives, giving students the opportunity to delve into the concepts that shape the voices we study and allows them to experiment with, and manipulate their own voice. Thus, giving students the chance to delve into key English concepts like rhetoric, plot, grammar, language, oracy and context. We have aligned the texts we teach to the history curriculum in order to support mastery of how contexts of production help shape meaning. Students are encouraged to appreciate broad and diverse viewpoints, with an early focus on literary voices that celebrate attitudes and ideas, moving to an appreciation of how writers can challenge and manipulate attitudes and ideas. Ultimately, students will develop into critical readers and writers, who demonstrate an understanding of how their personal voice can shape the attitudes and ideas of others. Mastery of the powerful knowledge will allow pupils to become powerful voices for the future in their own right and to ‘be more,’ in service to society.












	Year 7


	The Big Question
	
How does Polly Ho-Yen celebrate friendship and family through the voice of Billy?


	Rationale 
	Aim: In this unit, students will revisit and strengthen the core reading and writing knowledge acquired at Key Stage 2 through the study of How I Saved the World in a Week. They will build upon their understanding of genre, perspective, characterisation, inference and theme, while exploring how language, grammar and narrative structure create meaning. Through tracking characters, themes and the narrative arc across a whole text, students will develop their ability to read like writers and apply these techniques when crafting their own fantasy-adventure narratives.

	Autumn 1 and 2 
	 Know
· What fantasy/adventure genre is
· Billy is the protagonist
· That grammar supports meaning
· The key themes are friendship and family
· What first person narration is
· Narrative structure according to the Freytag model and that the Freytag can be used to create their own narrative
· What implicit inference are
· What evidence/quotations are
· Basic language features that reveal plot and character
· Active reading strategies improve the quality of our writing
 
Know How
 
· To identify and explain the conventions of the fantasy/ adventure genre
· To identify the protagonist and explain their role in the narrative
· Grammatical choices shape meaning for the reader
· To identify and track the themes of friendship and family across a text
· To identify first-person narration and explain its effect on the reader
· To analyse a narrative using Freytag’s model and use the model to plan and structure my own narrative
· To make and justify inferences using clues from the text
· To select relevant quotations and use them to support ideas
· Identify and explain how language features reveal plot and character
· Apply language devices, sentence structures and grammatical features to create meaning and engage readers in my own narrative writing



	The Big Question
	
How is the voice of celebration conveyed through poetry? 


	Rationale
	
This unit invites students to engage with three poems from distinct time periods, each celebrating a unique theme. Through analysing the form, language and voice of the poets, students will uncover how each poem expresses its celebration in a different way.


	Autumn 2
	Know: 
· What context is 
· What a sonnet is 
· That textual evidence supports conclusion 
· That poet’s use language to develop meaning 
· What the poems are celebrating 
Know how:
· To consider the context of a poem 
· Sonnet form is used to convey ideas 
· To select relevant quotes from a poem 
· To create impression comments from quotes 
· To use accurate poetic terminology in discussions and impression comments

	The Big Question

	
How does the writer explore rebellion through Lyra’s journey in His Dark Materials (part 1)?


	Rationale
	This unit introduces students to drama through His Dark Materials (play version). Students will learn how plays are different from novels. They will explore key characters, especially Lyra, and how she changes throughout the play, focusing on the theme of rebellion. The unit helps students understand how writers present characters in a fantasy adventure. This unit aims to prepare students for the study of dramatic texts, equipping them with the skills and understanding required for their progression from Romeo and Juliet in Year 8 to King Lear in Year 9, and ultimately to Macbeth in Years 10 and 11.

	Spring 1 
	Know: 
· The different ways plays and novels present characters and events
· What the genre conventions of drama are 
· The religious context of the play 
· What influences an audience’s thoughts and feelings about Lyra across the play
· That rebellion is a key theme that runs throughout the play and leads to characters challenging authority and questioning control.
· The narrative arc of Part 1, presented as a fantasy adventure
· What characterisation is 
· Our understanding of characters and the idea of rebellion will develop as the play progresses.
· What symbolism is 
· That accurate textual references support inferences 

Know how: 
· Plays and novels present characters and events in different ways.
· To explore and evaluate the conventions of drama and how they are used
· The religious context of the play influences ideas about rebellion 
· An audience's thoughts and feelings about Lyra are shaped through dramatic conventions.
· To analyse how rebellion is presented in the play and how it drives characters to challenge authority and question control
· To explain the narrative arc of Part 1 as a fantasy adventure using Freytag
· Characterisation is used to present rebellion through a character’s actions, dialogue, and development
· To track and explain how our interpretations of characters and rebellion change as the play progresses – especially Lyra.
· To explain that daemons symbolise a character’s inner self and personality, and use connotations to explore deeper meanings in the text
· To choose relevant and appropriate textual references

	The Big Question


	
How can we celebrate local voices?


	Rationale 
	
This unit aims to equip students with cultural knowledge of the local area and its unique literary heritage. Building on previous learning about the influence of context and genre, pupils will explore how writers use organisational features and rhetorical techniques to craft effective persuasive texts. The unit culminates in pupils creating a piece of writing that celebrates the richness of the local area, its history, landscapes, and cultural identity, showcasing both their understanding and appreciation of the place they belong to.
  

	Spring 2
	Know:
· Culture is the way people live, celebrate, and share traditions. 
· Heritage includes important history, landmarks, and stories from the past. 
· Lancaster’s culture is made up of the traditions, landmarks, and local events that define its character, such as Lancaster Castle and the story of the Pendle Witches. 
· Persuasive writing uses language to convince someone to think, feel, or act in a certain way.
· Persuasive devices are techniques used to influence the reader.

Know how:
· To identify persuasive devices in texts, including rhetorical questions, emotive language, imperatives, and direct address. 
· To use persuasive devices effectively in their own writing to influence and persuade readers.
· To plan a persuasive piece of writing by organising ideas and selecting appropriate persuasive techniques. 
· To structure a persuasive text with a clear introduction, main body, and conclusion. 
· To review and edit their writing to check for the effective use of persuasive devices. 
· To proofread their writing for technical accuracy, including spelling, punctuation, grammar, and presentation.


	The Big Question

	
 How does the writer explore loss and celebrate hope through the voice of Conor?


	Rationale 
	Aim: 
In this unit, students will deepen their understanding of tracking a narrative arc across a fictional novel.  They will develop their understanding of character transformation, particularly focusing on the use of symbolism across a text.  By exploring the complex emotions related to grief, students can develop their own emotional literacy and develop greater empathy.

	Summer 1 and 2 
	Know: 
· Conor as the protagonist of the story and how he changes throughout the novel
·  There are examples of symbolism throughout the novel, and these symbols represent important ideas, themes, characters, or events
· What foreshadowing is and that it links to future events 
· The monster is a symbol/metaphor for grief
· What tension is and where it is created in the novel 
· The difference between empathy and sympathy
· The key theme of grief is presented across the novel through Conor 
· What simple, compound and complex sentences are in relation to tension.
Know how: 
· To analyse the character of Conor and his actions throughout the novel
· To identify where symbolism have been used in the novel and explore what it represents
· To identify where foreshadowing has been used in the novel and make predictions of what could develop using inferencing skills
· To explore what the monster metaphorically represents in the novel and its purpose, using apt quotations.
· To recognise the responses of the key theme of grief and analyse and/or evaluate what they reveal
· To analyse the empathy that is created for Conor 
· Grief is presented through the characters 
· To analyse how the writer creates tension through language and sentence structure.
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