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KS4 Programme of Study
Curriculum Rationale

At Key Stage 4, students study the EDUQAS Language and Literature exam specification.  

In delivering the set syllabus, we draw on the exploration and appreciation of voices in reading and writing through Key Stage 3. By Key Stage 4 pupils can tackle the demands of study with more rigour and sophistication. Their study of language and literature will allow them to develop a critical approach to their academic study and give them a solid grounding for success beyond the classroom. 

The study of Language and Literature at GCSE level will equip our young people for their next steps in further education, apprenticeships and employment. 






















	Year 10

	EDUQAS Component
	Eduqas English Literature Component 2


	Rationale 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]The aim of this unit of work is to ensure that all pupils understand the context in which the novella is written and how that can affect the meaning of the language. They should know the plot, characters and themes as well as be able to recall key quotes and information about the novel.  It is also important that students begin to develop their ability to analyse language and be able to make deep analytical points about the novella that synthesisies their learning of character, plot and theme. 

	Autumn 1/2
	
A Christmas Carol 

Knows 
 
· Dickens as a voice of protest of the social and historical context of Victorian England (poverty, class, and industrialisation) 
· Dickens’ purpose and motives – social responsibility and moral transformation 
· The key themes 
· Scrooge’s character arc and journey to redemption 
· The gothic conventions 
· The role and symbolism of the four Ghosts 
· The function of minor characters (Fred, Tiny Tim, Bob Cratchit etc) 
· Meaning is shaped through language choice 
· The circular narrative structure 
· The function of exclamatives to emphasise meaning in A Christmas Carol 
· The function of listing to create pace in A Christmas Carol 
 
Know How 
· To make effective comments about how the novella reflects the socio-historical context of Victorian society 
· To explore how Dickens’ message is communicated through the character of Scrooge 
· To track and explore how key themes are developed across the text and presented through various characters and events 
· To track and explore how key themes are developed across the text and presented through various characters and events 
· To analyse Scrooge’s character arc and explore key moments that contribute to his transformation 
· To explore how gothic conventions and setting contributes to mood and character impressions 
· To evaluate the symbolic meaning and narrative function of each of the four Ghosts and how they contribute to transformation 
· To evaluate how minor characters serve to challenge or emphasise Scrooge’s attitudes and transformation 
· To analyse Dickens’ use of language, structure, and literary devices to shape meaning 
· To understand how ACC is a circular narrative and analyse the effect of the novella’s structure 
· How exclamatives convey authorial voice 
· How listing is used to create precise impressions of character, setting, atmosphere and theme. 
· How to synthesise ideas about plot, theme and character across the whole text in order to create a sustained analytical response 






	EDUQAS Component
	Eduqas English Language Component 1


	Rationale
	
This unit introduces pupils to the academic knowledge and analytical skills required for Eduqas English Language Component 1. Focusing on the reading of an unseen twentieth century literary prose extract, pupils develop a secure understanding of how meaning is constructed through language, structure and narrative perspective. They learn to identify precise explicit and implicit meanings, select precise textual evidence, and analyse how writers shape characters, settings and events to influence readers. Alongside this, pupils study the principles of effective narrative writing, examining how accomplished writers construct plot, characterisation and atmosphere before applying this knowledge in their own original writing. The unit develops the critical reading, analytical precision and narrative craft required for success in Eduqas GCSE English Language


	Spring Autumn 2 and Spring 1
	
Know: 
Section A: Reading 
· The structure and timing of Eduqas English Language Component 1.  
· The purpose of each Section A reading question.  
· The difference between explicit and implicit meaning.  
· How writers create and develop characters, settings and events.  
· How language choices shape meaning and influence the reader.  
· How structural choices manipulate the narrative arc, pace and tension.  
· How a writer's voice and narrative perspective shape the reader's understanding.  
· The conventions of twentieth century literary prose fiction.  
· The subject terminology needed to analyse fiction accurately.  
Section B: Narrative Writing 
· Freytag's five part narrative arc.  
· The features of an engaging and coherent narrative.  
· How narrative arc manipulation creates suspense, tension and surprise.  
· How characterisation is developed through actions, dialogue and internal thoughts.  
· How setting contributes to mood and atmosphere.  
· The principles of Show, Don't Tell.  
· The judicious use of dialogue to enhance characterisation and move the narrative forward.  
· How sentence structures can be manipulated for effect.  
· A range of descriptive and figurative language techniques.  
· The conventions of accurate, nuanced and ambitious narrative writing.  
· How an authentic narrative voice engages the reader. 
 
Know How: 
Section A: Reading 
· Retrieve precise evidence from an unseen prose extract.  
· Interpret explicit and implicit meanings with accuracy.  
· Track how writers develop characters, settings and events across a narrative arc.  
· Analyse how language choices create nuanced impressions and convey meaning.  
· Analyse how structural choices manipulate the narrative arc and influence the reader.  
· Explain how a writer's voice and narrative perspective shape understanding.  
· Support interpretations with precise, embedded textual evidence.  
· Develop nuanced analyses that evaluate the effectiveness of a writer's methods.  
Section B: Narrative Writing 
· Plan and manipulate a narrative arc using Freytag's structure.  
· Construct a coherent narrative with purposeful development and resolution.  
· Develop an authentic narrative voice appropriate to audience and purpose.  
· Create believable characters through dialogue, action and internal reflection.  
· Use dialogue judiciously to reveal character and advance the narrative.  
· Craft realistic settings that enhance atmosphere.  
· Apply Show, Don't Tell to reveal emotions and ideas.  
· Manipulate sentence structures to control pace and emphasis.  
· Use descriptive and figurative language with precision.  
· Proofread and refine writing to improve accuracy, clarity and impact.  
· Draw upon the techniques of accomplished writers to produce nuanced and engaging original narratives. 


	EDUQAS Component
	English Literature Anthology Poetry


	Rationale
	
Voices of Celebration explores how poets celebrate the people, places, relationships and experiences they value most. Across the unit, pupils encounter writers who find joy in nature, childhood, love and belonging, recognising that celebration is often shaped by challenge, longing or loss. Through studying a range of poetic voices, pupils develop an understanding that poetry does not simply express happiness; it reveals what the poet believes is worth protecting, appreciating and cherishing. The unit develops pupils' ability to analyse how language, structure, form and context create a celebratory viewpoint while laying the foundations for comparing how different poets present their values and perspectives.


	Spring 1
	
Know 
· That poetry can be used to celebrate people, places, ideas, experiences and the natural world. 
· That poets often present celebration through the perspective and voice of a speaker. 
· That the speaker's thoughts, feelings and experiences shape the reader's understanding of what is being celebrated. 
· That context influences the poet's viewpoint and the reasons why particular people, places or experiences are celebrated. 
· That symbolism communicates deeper ideas about freedom, identity, belonging, hope and the value of human experience. 
· That imagery creates emotional responses by capturing beauty, joy, admiration and appreciation. 
· That contrast can strengthen celebration by highlighting what has been lost, threatened or overcome. 
· That structural choices can mirror moments of appreciation, emotional growth and changing perspectives. 
· That poets can celebrate similar ideas in different ways, and comparison involves explaining both the similarities and differences in the perspectives they present. 
 
Know How 
 
· To identify and debate what the speaker and poet choose to celebrate. 
· To distinguish between the speaker's perspective and the poet's wider message. 
· To explain how context shapes the poet's viewpoint and the significance of what is celebrated. 
· To analyse how imagery and symbolism communicate celebration and appreciation. 
· To explore how language and structural choices present joy, admiration, hope and belonging. 
· To support interpretations with precise textual references and analyse their effects. 
· To make sustained comparative links by identifying a shared concept of celebration and critically exploring how each poet presents the speaker's perspective and wider viewpoint differently. 


	EDUQAS Component
	English Language Component 2 

	Rationale
	This unit introduces pupils to the core reading and writing knowledge required for Eduqas English Language Component 2. Through the close study of high quality non fiction texts, pupils develop an understanding of how writers construct meaning through language, structure, organisation and voice to inform, explain, persuade and argue. They learn to identify explicit and implicit meanings, analyse how writers shape readers' responses, and evaluate the effectiveness of rhetorical and structural choices with increasing precision. Alongside this, pupils study these texts as models of accomplished writing, drawing on both rhetorical and literary methods to develop their own distinctive voice as writers. Pupils learn how carefully crafted language can influence, challenge and transform a reader's attitudes, ideas and beliefs, enabling them to produce nuanced, purposeful and compelling transactional writing in line with Eduqas GCSE expectation 

	Spring 2
	 Know 
· The concept of viewpoint and its role in shaping meaning in non fiction texts.  
· The characteristics and purpose of transactional writing.  
· The relationship between audience, purpose, form and writer's voice.  
· The function of discourse markers in creating cohesion and guiding a line of argument.  
· The conventions of formal letters, articles, speeches and reviews.  
· The principles of coherent argument and logical organisation.  
· The features of an effective opening, development and conclusion.  
· The role of literary and rhetorical methods in informing, explaining, persuading and arguing.  
· The purpose of anecdotes as a persuasive technique.  
· The distinction between formal and informal register.  
· The effect of sentence manipulation on emphasis, pace and meaning.  
· The characteristics of a nuanced, authoritative writer's voice.  
Know How
· Identify and interpret explicit and implicit viewpoints.  
· Track and evaluate a writer's line of argument.  
· Make precise and nuanced inferences about a writer's attitudes, ideas and beliefs.  
· Analyse how language, structure and rhetorical methods shape meaning and influence the reader.  
· Explain how writers position and seek to transform readers' attitudes, ideas and beliefs.  
· Plan and sustain a coherent line of argument.  
· Adapt voice, tone, register and form to suit audience and purpose.  
· Use discourse markers judiciously to develop cohesion and strengthen an argument.  
· Apply the conventions of transactional forms accurately and purposefully.  
· Manipulate sentence structures, literary methods and rhetorical devices to create sophisticated transactional writing.  
· Craft engaging openings and purposeful conclusions that reinforce viewpoint.  
· Develop an authoritative and distinctive writer's voice that informs, explains, persuades and argues effectively 
 
 

 

 
 

 


	EDUQAS 
	English Language Speaking and Listening

	Rationale


	
This unit develops pupils' confidence and competence as articulate speakers and active listeners, preparing them for effective communication beyond the classroom. Through formal presentations and purposeful discussion, pupils learn to communicate ideas with clarity, authority and precision, adapting their voice, tone and register to suit different audiences and purposes. They develop the confidence to inform, explain and persuade, while listening critically and responding thoughtfully to questions and feedback using Spoken Standard English. These skills prepare pupils for further study, employment and the wider world, where confident, professional communication is essential.  

	Summer 1
	What 
· The purpose and features of an effective presentation.  
· The relationship between audience, purpose and speaker's voice.  
· The principles of clear organisation, including an engaging opening, logical development and purposeful conclusion.  
· The role of tone, pace, volume, pause and emphasis in effective spoken communication.  
· The features of Spoken Standard English in formal presentations.  
· The importance of appropriate register for different audiences and contexts.  
· The role of rhetorical methods in informing, explaining and persuading an audience.  
· The purpose of supporting evidence, examples and anecdotes in strengthening ideas.  
· The characteristics of confident verbal and non verbal communication, including eye contact, gesture and posture.  
· The value of active listening and respectful discussion.  
· The purpose of responding thoughtfully to questions and feedback.  
 
Know How 
· Plan and organise a presentation for a specific audience and purpose.  
· Deliver a clear, confident and engaging presentation using Spoken Standard English.  
· Adapt voice, tone, pace and emphasis to engage an audience.  
· Apply rhetorical methods to inform, explain and persuade effectively.  
· Use appropriate evidence and examples to develop and support ideas.  
· Employ purposeful body language and eye contact to enhance communication.  
· Listen attentively to questions and feedback.  
· Respond thoughtfully and appropriately to audience questions.  
· Refine and justify ideas through spoken discussion.  
· Communicate confidently and respectfully in formal speaking situations. 


	EDUQAS 
	English Literature Component 1

	Rationale
	
The scheme adopts an immersive, research informed approach that brings Shakespeare's tragedy to life while developing pupils' confidence as readers, thinkers and writers. By following Macbeth's transformation across the five act structure, pupils deepen their understanding of the play's themes, characters and messages through expressive reading, performance and rich discussion. Pupils analyse how Shakespeare creates meaning through language, structure and dramatic methods while exploring the voice of Shakespeare and the ideas he communicates to his audience. They apply these insights in thoughtful, well supported analytical writing, developing both literary understanding and critical thinking in preparation for Eduqas GCSE success.


	Summer 1 and 2
	What
· Macbeth follows a tragic narrative arc, transforming from noble warrior to tyrannical butcher.  
· The witches foreshadow chaos and tragedy through supernatural language, dark atmosphere, and disruption of natural order.  
· Regicide is a crime against the Divine Right of Kings and causes disorder in the natural order. 
· Blood imagery shifts in symbolism from honour and bravery to guilt, paranoia, and corruption.  
· Macbeth’s hamartia is unchecked ambition, triggered by the witches’ prophecies.  
· Lady Macbeth subverts Jacobean gender roles to emasculate Macbeth.  
· Soliloquies and hallucinations symbolise Macbeth’s inner conflict, fear, and guilt.  
· Macduff represents justice and restores natural order by defeating Macbeth. 
· The cyclical structure of the play to reinforce the voice of celebration. 

Know How
·  Track Macbeth’s transformation across the five-act structure and link it to Shakespeare’s message.  
·  Analyse how the opening scene creates mood and foreshadows tragedy through setting, structure, and dialogue.  
· Explain how Shakespeare presents regicide as sinful and destructive.  
·  Analyse how imagery, especially blood, develops meaning across the play.  
·  Evaluate how the prophecies act as the inciting moment and shape the tragedy.  
· Explore how Lady Macbeth’s language and behaviour create power and control.  
· Analyse soliloquies and hallucinations to track psychological change, focusing on precise inferences and use of plot context.  
· Compare Macbeth and Macduff, using precise evidence to explain morality, justice, and restored order.  
· Analyse how Shakespeare uses a cyclical structure to celebrate the restoration of natural order as a critical message for Jacobean audiences.  
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