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KS4 Programme of Study
Curriculum Rationale


At Key Stage 4, students study the EDUQAS Language and Literature exam specification.  

In delivering the set syllabus, we draw on the exploration and appreciation of voices in reading and writing through Key Stage 3. By Key Stage 4 pupils can tackle the demands of study with more rigour and sophistication. Their study of language and literature will allow them to develop a critical approach to their academic study and give them a solid grounding for success beyond the classroom. 

The study of Language and Literature at GCSE level will equip our young people for their next steps in further education, apprenticeships and employment.










	Year 11

	EDUQAS Component
	Eduqas English Literature Component 2

	Rationale 
	This unit build on students’ appreciation of scripted text. It encourages them to further develop their understanding of voice and apply this to an appreciation of Russell’s aim to challenge the notion of social class and entitlement. Pupils will draw on their understanding of representation of class and poverty in Victorian Voices and A Christmas Carol to evaluate how language has been used to shape meaning. 

	Autumn 1 
	What 
· The plot, principal characters and tragic narrative arc of Blood Brothers. 
· The cyclical structure of the play and how it reinforces the inevitability of the tragic ending. 
· The themes of social class, friendship, family, superstition, fate and inequality. 
· Willy Russell's voice of challenge, exposing the consequences of social inequality and class division. 
· Willy Russell's message that social class determines life chances through institutional prejudice and structural inequality. 
· The idea of a seemingly predetermined destiny, created through poverty, class prejudice and unequal opportunities. 
· The symbolism of the Narrator as a constant reminder of fate, inequality and the inevitability of tragedy. 
· The purpose of repeated dialogue, recurring motifs and foreshadowing in reinforcing the play's central messages. 
· The dramatic conventions of a play, including stage directions, dialogue, monologues, symbolism and dramatic irony. 
· The conventions of a conceptual literary essay that explores character, theme and the writer's message. 
 
Know How
· Track the tragic narrative arc and explain how key events contribute to the inevitable ending. 
· Analyse how Willy Russell uses language, structure, characterisation and dramatic methods to convey his voice of challenge. 
· Analyse how the symbolism of the Narrator, repeated dialogue and foreshadowing reinforce ideas about fate, social class and tragedy. 
· Explore how themes develop across the play and contribute to Russell's critique of social inequality. 
· Explain how specific word choices shape representations of class, identity and relationships. 
· Analyse how dramatic irony influences the audience's expectations and emotional response. 
· Develop precise, nuanced interpretations that link characters, themes and the writer's message. 
· Support interpretations with well chosen textual references drawn from across the play. 
· Evaluate how Willy Russell challenges readers' attitudes towards social class, institutional prejudice and inequality. 
· Construct a coherent, conceptual critical essay that evaluates how Russell's dramatic methods communicate his central message. 


	EDUQAS Component
	English Language Component 2

	Rationale
	Building on the Year 10  thematics unit, this scheme develops pupils' ability to compare non fiction texts with increasing precision and conceptual understanding in preparation for Eduqas English Language Component 2. Through the study of a range of contemporary and historical non fiction texts, pupils develop a more nuanced appreciation of writer's voice, viewpoint and perspective, examining how language, structure and organisation are manipulated to shape meaning and influence readers. Pupils refine their ability to compare ideas, attitudes and methods across texts before applying these techniques in increasingly sophisticated transactional writing. Drawing on literary and rhetorical methods, they develop their own authoritative writer's voice, learning how to manipulate structure and language to inform, explain, persuade and transform a reader's attitudes, ideas and beliefs. 

	Autumn 2
	Know 
· The relationship between writer's voice, viewpoint and perspective across a range of historical and contemporary non fiction texts.  
· How writers manipulate language, structure and organisation to shape meaning and influence readers.  
· The similarities and differences between writers' ideas, attitudes and beliefs.  
· How context influences the purpose, audience and message of non fiction texts.  
· The principles of effective comparison, including synthesis of ideas and methods across texts.  
· The conventions of sophisticated transactional writing for a range of audiences, purposes and forms.  
· How literary and rhetorical methods strengthen explanation, argument and persuasion.  
· How structural manipulation can be used to develop, emphasise and transform ideas throughout a transactional response.  
· The characteristics of an authoritative, nuanced writer's voice.  
· How accomplished writers seek to influence and transform readers' attitudes, ideas and beliefs. 
 
 
Know How 
· Compare writers' viewpoints, perspectives and methods across historical and contemporary non fiction texts.  
· Develop nuanced comparisons by synthesising similarities and differences rather than analysing texts separately.  
· Analyse how writers manipulate language, structure and organisation to shape meaning and influence readers.  
· Evaluate how contextual factors shape writers' choices, messages and perspectives.  
· Support comparative interpretations with precise and well selected textual evidence from both texts.  
· Construct a sustained comparative response that maintains a clear line of argument throughout.  
· Adapt voice, tone, register and form to suit different audiences and purposes.  
· Manipulate the structure and organisation of transactional writing to guide, engage and influence the reader.  
· Apply literary and rhetorical methods judiciously to develop sophisticated, convincing arguments.  
· Craft an authoritative and distinctive writer's voice that informs, explains, persuades and transforms the reader's attitudes, ideas and beliefs. 


	EDUQAS Component

	English Litrature Componenet 1

	Rationale
	The Voices of Challenge unit builds upon pupils' study of Voices of Celebration in Year 10. Having explored how poets celebrate nature, freedom, love and belonging, pupils now consider what happens when these values are restricted, threatened or denied. Through poetry, students encounter writers who question injustice, inequality, social expectations and society's response to human suffering. Across the unit, pupils explore how poets use their voices to challenge accepted beliefs and encourage readers to reconsider the world around them. The collection examines ideas such as power, identity, duty, responsibility, reputation, poverty and human suffering, helping pupils understand how literature can act as a powerful vehicle for social criticism. 

	
Autumn 2 – Spring 1

	Know  
· That poetry can be used to challenge people, ideas and society.  
· That poets present viewpoints about injustice, power, responsibility and expectations.  
· That context influences a poet's language, structure and viewpoint.  
· That varied imagery is used to shape readers' thoughts and feelings.  
· That symbolism is used to communicate deeper ideas and messages.  
· That contrast and juxtaposition are used to highlight differences and conflicts.  
· That repetition is used to emphasise important ideas.  
· That poets make deliberate language and structural choices to influence readers.  
· That poets can explore the same concept in different ways, and comparison involves explaining both the similarities and the differences. 
Know How 
· To identify what a poet is challenging.  
· To explain how context influences a poet's language, structure and viewpoint.  
· To explore and analyse a poet's tone and attitude.  
· To analyse how different types of imagery is used for effect.  
· To analyse how symbolism communicates ideas and messages.  
· To explore how contrast and juxtaposition are used to challenge viewpoints.  
· To analyse the effects of language and structural choices.  
· To support critical interpretations with relevant textual references and analyse their effects. 
· Make comparative links by identifying a shared concept, selecting relevant evidence from both poems, and critically exploring how each poet presents that idea. 


	


EDUQAS Component

	

English Language Component 1

	Rationale
	Pupils will further develop mastery of narrative reading and writing by constructing nuanced interpretations of fiction, evaluating how writers manipulate structural development, characterisation and language to influence the reader, and applying these techniques to craft engaging narratives with a distinctive voice and purposeful structural control. 

	Spring 1
	
What 
· To know how structural development shapes the direction of character, plot and reader response across a narrative. 
· To know how Freytag's narrative arc provides a conceptual framework for analysing the development of fiction. 
· To know how writers manipulate chronology, pacing and revelation to create tension, suspense and engagement. 
· To know how a distinctive narrative voice is established and sustained through linguistic and literary choices. 
· To know how characterisation develops through dialogue, internal thought, actions and relationships. 
· To know how literary, linguistic and structural methods work cohesively to construct meaning. 
· To know how conceptual interpretations are developed and sustained through a clear line of enquiry. 
· To know how purposeful structural and stylistic choices engage, entertain and shape the reader's response. 
 
Know How 
· Analyse how structural developments influence character, plot and the reader's interpretation across an entire narrative. 
· Apply Freytag's narrative arc to evaluate how writers manipulate exposition, rising action, climax, falling action and resolution. 
· Construct precise, nuanced interpretations supported by carefully selected and judicious textual references. 
· Evaluate how literary, linguistic and structural methods combine to shape meaning and influence the reader. 
· Develop sustained lines of enquiry that remain conceptual throughout an analytical response. 
· Craft engaging narratives driven by a clear and authentic character voice. 
· Manipulate narrative structure to control pace, tension, revelation and emotional impact. 
· Adapt and refine literary and linguistic methods to create atmosphere, develop character and entertain the reader. 
· Edit and refine writing to improve precision, cohesion, stylistic control and narrative impact. 


	EDUQAS Component

	
Englisg Literature Component 1

	Rationale
	Voices of Reflection explores how poets look back on significant experiences to make sense of human life. Across the unit, pupils encounter writers reflecting on relationships, war, childhood and the passing of time. Rather than challenging society directly, these poets use memory and hindsight to explore how experience shapes identity, loss, belonging and understanding. The unit develops pupils' ability to analyse reflective voices while continuing to build comparison skills introduced in Voices of Challenge and Celebration/  

	Spring 2
	Know  
· That poetry can be used to reflect on significant experiences.  
· That poets often present their ideas through the perspective and voice of a speaker.  
· That the speaker's memories, thoughts and emotions shape the reader's understanding. 
· That context influences the poet's viewpoint and the perspective presented by the speaker.  
· That symbolism communicates deeper ideas about identity, memory, relationships and loss.  
· That imagery is used to create emotional responses and communicate reflection.  
· That contrast is used to explore change over time and shifts in perspective.  
· That structural choices can mirror reflection, memory and hindsight.  
· That poets can reflect on similar experiences in different ways, and comparison involves explaining both the similarities and differences in the perspectives they present. 
 
Know How 
· To identify and debate what experience the speaker and poet are reflecting upon.  
· To distinguish between the speaker's perspective and the poet's wider message.  
· To explain how context shapes the poet's viewpoint and the speaker's perspective.  
· To analyse how imagery and symbolism communicate reflection and emotion.  
· To explore how language and structural choices reveal changing perspectives, memories and hindsight.  
· To support interpretations with precise textual references and analyse their effects.  
· To make sustained comparative links by identifying a shared reflective concept and critically exploring how each poet presents the speaker's perspective and wider viewpoint differently.


	EDUQAS Component
	
Englisg Literature Component 1

	Rationale

	
Voices that Remind explores how poets preserve memories of people, places, relationships and experiences that continue to shape our understanding of the world. Across the unit, pupils encounter writers who use remembrance to keep the past alive, revealing how memory can strengthen identity, deepen belonging, express love or confront loss. Rather than simply reflecting on past experiences, these poets remind both themselves and their readers why certain moments deserve to be remembered. The unit develops pupils' ability to analyse how poets construct voices of remembrance while continuing to strengthen the comparative skills established in Voices of Challenge, Voices of Celebration and Voices of Reflection. 

	Spring 2 













 
	
Know 
· That poetry can be used to preserve memories, people, places and experiences. 
· That poets often present ideas through the perspective and voice of a speaker. 
· That the speaker's memories, thoughts and emotions shape the reader's understanding of what is remembered. 
· That context influences both the poet's viewpoint and the perspective presented by the speaker. 
· That symbolism communicates deeper ideas about identity, memory, relationships, belonging and loss. 
· That imagery is used to create emotional responses and convey the significance of remembered experiences. 
· That contrast explores change over time, highlighting how people, places and relationships have altered. 
· That structural choices can mirror memory, reflection, hindsight and the process of remembering. 
· That poets can present similar memories and experiences in different ways, and comparison involves explaining both the similarities and differences in the perspectives they present. 
 
Know How 
 
· To identify and debate what memory, person, place or experience the speaker and poet are presenting as significant. 
· To distinguish between the speaker's perspective and the poet's wider message. 
· To explain how context shapes the poet's viewpoint and the speaker's perspective. 
· To analyse how imagery and symbolism communicate memory, emotion and meaning. 
· To explore how language and structural choices reveal changing perspectives, hindsight and the significance of remembrance. 
· To support interpretations with precise textual references and analyse their effects. 
· To make sustained comparative links by identifying a shared concept of memory or remembrance and critically exploring how each poet presents the speaker's perspective and wider viewpoint differently. 
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