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French KS4 OVERVIEW 
Curriculum Rationale for French KS4 (AQA GCSE)
At the heart of our Modern Foreign Languages curriculum is a clear ambition: for every student to become a confident, fluent, and accurate communicator in French, equipped with the linguistic and cultural knowledge to succeed in the AQA GCSE examination and beyond. We believe that high-level communication skills open doors to further study, global opportunities, and a deeper appreciation of other cultures.
Building directly on the secure foundations established in Key Stage 3, our KS4 curriculum provides a coherent and ambitious learning journey that consolidates, deepens, and extends students’ knowledge. Through purposeful sequencing, intensive retrieval practice, and systematic revisiting of key language structures, students develop the precision, spontaneity, and resilience required for the demands of GCSE and post-16 pathways.
We aim to develop students who can:
· Understand and respond to a wide range of spoken and written French, including authentic material, with increasing accuracy and confidence.
· Communicate ideas, opinions, and experiences spontaneously and coherently across the four skills.
· Apply a broad range of vocabulary, complex grammar, and sound phonics knowledge effectively in familiar and unfamiliar contexts.
· Engage critically with the cultures of French-speaking countries and communities.
· Demonstrate independence, strategic language-learning skills, and the ability to sustain extended spoken and written responses.
Our KS4 curriculum is underpinned by the same two key principles that define our KS3 provision, adapted to meet the rigours of the AQA GCSE specification.
Fluency through Lexicogrammar We continue our lexicogrammar approach, teaching vocabulary, grammar, and phonics as interconnected elements within meaningful contexts. Students revisit and expand core structures from KS3 while mastering the more complex grammar, idiomatic language, and higher-tier structures demanded by AQA. By recycling language across the three GCSE themes — People and lifestyle, Popular culture, and Communication and the world around us — students develop the flexibility to manipulate language spontaneously and accurately in speaking and writing tasks.
Learning Informed by Cognitive Science Our curriculum design draws on established research around memory, schema development, and skill acquisition. Carefully planned retrieval practice, interleaving of topics and skills, high-quality modelling, guided and independent practice, and regular low-stakes assessment enable students to move knowledge into long-term memory and achieve automaticity.
Teaching across the department continues to be shaped by Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction, with a strong emphasis on clear explanations, frequent checking for understanding, scaffolded practice, and deliberate opportunities for extended output. Lessons balance input with rigorous practice of the four skills, paying particular attention to the integrated demands of the AQA GCSE papers (Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing).
Preparation for AQA GCSE Success The curriculum is fully aligned with the AQA GCSE French specification (8652). Students study all three themes in depth, developing the ability to:
· Respond to role-plays, photo cards, and general conversation (Speaking).
· Understand and produce written French across a range of text types and purposes (Writing).
· Handle authentic listening and reading materials, including literary extracts and translation tasks.
Higher-tier students are stretched with more complex language and spontaneous response, while foundation-tier students receive targeted support to secure core knowledge and achieve their potential. Regular mock examinations, feedback, and targeted intervention ensure students are thoroughly prepared for the linear assessments at the end of Year 11.
Ultimately, our goal is for students to leave Key Stage 4 with outstanding GCSE results, a rich linguistic and cultural capital, and the confidence, independence, and passion to pursue languages or use their French skills successfully in further education, employment, or leisure. We want every student to view themselves as a capable linguist who can communicate effectively with the wider world





	YEAR 11
TERM 1 
	School/ Work  
AQA Theme 1   Topic 3: Education and work
· Talking about subjects you like/ dislike/liked in the past etc..
· Describing your uniform
· Describing extracurricular activities you do
· Grammar: 
· I
· Subject pronouns Present tense (regular and irregular verbs like encontrar, pensar, pedir, poner, conocer, estar, hacer, ir, ser and tener) Reflexive verbs (1st, 2nd and 3rd person singular and plural, in all required tenses) Inflectional (simple) future tense (1st, 2nd and 3rd person singular and irregular verbs tener, hacer, poder, poner, haber, querer and saber)



PHONICS
· Ce ci vs ca co cu 

Media and Technology  
AQA Theme 3   Topic 2: Media and Technology

· Describing what you do with your mobile
· Advantages and disadvantages of technology and social media

· Grammar: 

· Revision of present tense 



PHONICS
         
   Ce ci vs que qui 



· MOCK EXAMS  SPEAKING WRITING READING LISTENING


	YEAR 11 
TERM 2 
	Healthy living
AQA Theme 1 Topic 2: Healthy living and lifestyle

· Describing your daily routine
· Describing what you normally eat
· Describing what you will do in the future to have a healthy life
· Grammar: 
· n of Present Tense/ Past RevisioTense/Imperfect Tense
· Focus on the Future Tense
· Modal verbs: DEBERÍA- DEBER  
· Impersonal expressions: HAY QUE
· 
· 

PHONICS 
· J /ge gi vs ga ge gi 


· Environment
· AQA Theme 3 Topic 3: Environment and Where people live
· Describing problems with the environment
· Describing solutions for the problems
· Saying what you do to help the environment and what you will 
· do in the future.
· Grammar: 
· Conditional tense  Present tense Perfect tense Imperfect tense Negatives Periphrastic future (near future tense) Reflexive verbs (1st, 2nd, 3rd person singular and plural - revision of present, perfect, imperfect tense + introduction of periphrastic (near) future) Modal verbs 

· 

PHONICS 
 H  v ll ñ 

· 


	YEAR 11 
TERM 3 
	REVISION OF ALL TOPICS
PAST PAPERS
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