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French KS4 OVERVIEW 
Curriculum Rationale for French KS4 (AQA GCSE)
At the heart of our Modern Foreign Languages curriculum is a clear ambition: for every student to become a confident, fluent, and accurate communicator in French, equipped with the linguistic and cultural knowledge to succeed in the AQA GCSE examination and beyond. We believe that high-level communication skills open doors to further study, global opportunities, and a deeper appreciation of other cultures.
Building directly on the secure foundations established in Key Stage 3, our KS4 curriculum provides a coherent and ambitious learning journey that consolidates, deepens, and extends students’ knowledge. Through purposeful sequencing, intensive retrieval practice, and systematic revisiting of key language structures, students develop the precision, spontaneity, and resilience required for the demands of GCSE and post-16 pathways.
We aim to develop students who can:
· Understand and respond to a wide range of spoken and written French, including authentic material, with increasing accuracy and confidence.
· Communicate ideas, opinions, and experiences spontaneously and coherently across the four skills.
· Apply a broad range of vocabulary, complex grammar, and sound phonics knowledge effectively in familiar and unfamiliar contexts.
· Engage critically with the cultures of French-speaking countries and communities.
· Demonstrate independence, strategic language-learning skills, and the ability to sustain extended spoken and written responses.
Our KS4 curriculum is underpinned by the same two key principles that define our KS3 provision, adapted to meet the rigours of the AQA GCSE specification.
Fluency through Lexicogrammar We continue our lexicogrammar approach, teaching vocabulary, grammar, and phonics as interconnected elements within meaningful contexts. Students revisit and expand core structures from KS3 while mastering the more complex grammar, idiomatic language, and higher-tier structures demanded by AQA. By recycling language across the three GCSE themes — People and lifestyle, Popular culture, and Communication and the world around us — students develop the flexibility to manipulate language spontaneously and accurately in speaking and writing tasks.
Learning Informed by Cognitive Science Our curriculum design draws on established research around memory, schema development, and skill acquisition. Carefully planned retrieval practice, interleaving of topics and skills, high-quality modelling, guided and independent practice, and regular low-stakes assessment enable students to move knowledge into long-term memory and achieve automaticity.
Teaching across the department continues to be shaped by Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction, with a strong emphasis on clear explanations, frequent checking for understanding, scaffolded practice, and deliberate opportunities for extended output. Lessons balance input with rigorous practice of the four skills, paying particular attention to the integrated demands of the AQA GCSE papers (Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing).
Preparation for AQA GCSE Success The curriculum is fully aligned with the AQA GCSE French specification (8652). Students study all three themes in depth, developing the ability to:
· Respond to role-plays, photo cards, and general conversation (Speaking).
· Understand and produce written French across a range of text types and purposes (Writing).
· Handle authentic listening and reading materials, including literary extracts and translation tasks.
Higher-tier students are stretched with more complex language and spontaneous response, while foundation-tier students receive targeted support to secure core knowledge and achieve their potential. Regular mock examinations, feedback, and targeted intervention ensure students are thoroughly prepared for the linear assessments at the end of Year 11.
Ultimately, our goal is for students to leave Key Stage 4 with outstanding GCSE results, a rich linguistic and cultural capital, and the confidence, independence, and passion to pursue languages or use their French skills successfully in further education, employment, or leisure. We want every student to view themselves as a capable linguist who can communicate effectively with the wider world.


	Year 10   Term 1  
	Family and Relationships
AQA Theme 1 Topic 1: Identity and Relationships with others

· Describing your family (physically and personality)
· Saying who looks like whom

Grammar: Adjective agreement. Etre and Avoir 
Revising the Present Tense / Past Tense
Focus on the Imperfect Tense

Phonics
SFC, SFE, ch, eu 
SFC, ui 
SFC

MIG Writing /Grammar 


Free time
AQA Theme 2  Topic 1: Free-Time activities

· Describing what you do, used to do in the past and would
 like to do (activities with verbs)
· Describing what you like (activities with nouns)
including types of films and TV programmes.
· Describing what you did last week in your free time

Grammar: 
Present tense conjugation:  Three verb groups: -er / -ir and -re 
Past tense:  Regulars Irregulars With infinitives Opinions


Phonics
SFE 
é


MIG  Speaking /Reading /Grammar 


Family and Relationships  
AQA Theme 1 Topic 1: Identity and Relationships with others  
· Describing how you get on with and used to get on with friends
            and family
· Talking about your values, problems
· Talking about what a best friend looks like
Grammar: 
Present tense paradigm – habiter, venir, parler Capital letters Prepositions - à/au/aux/en De / du / de la + fem / masc. countries 
Reflexive verbs (present tense paradigm) Possessive adjectives (mon / ma / mes Reflexive pronouns (me/ se / nous / vous) Emphatic pronouns (moi / lui / elle / eux / elles)

Phonics
An
En 

MIG  Reading 


Free time
AQA Theme 2  Topic 1: Free-Time activities

· Describing plans for the future
· Describing sports you play, played and would like to play
· Describing a bad day you had in the past
· Talking/ Writing about a film 

Grammar: 
Present tense conjugation:  Three verb groups: -er / -ir and -re Opinion verbs + infinitives Reflexive verbs   
Reading aloud kills 
Past tense – present perfect paradigm ofavoir Past tense – present perfect paradigm ofetre Regulars and irregulars’ participles 
Role play Reading aloud

SFE 
In, im, ain, aim, en 
é 
Liaison

MIG  Reading aloud/Grammar 







	Year 10 
Term 2 
	My Town: Where I live
AQA theme 3  Topic 3: Environment and Where people live
· Talking about the city/village/town you live
· Describing your town now and in the past, including activities
and places of interest
· Describing what you would change in your town, how you would
improve it

Grammar: 
Present tense paradigm of habiter and vivre  Preposition - depuis 
Definite, indefinite and partitive articles 
Modal verbs – pouvoir, vouloir, devoir + infinitive verb  (present, past and conditional tense - first person singular) There = y

PHONICS
SFCs,  Silent H,  E, Liaison 
i / y 
é / er eu

MIG  Writing 50 words paragraph 
Holidays 
AQA Theme 3  Topic 1:  Travel and Tourism
· Describing normal holidays, including means of transport
· Describing your holidays last year, including weather, the best
and the worst of the holiday.
· Describing your plans for holidays next year
· Describing ideal holidays
· Describing accommodation

Grammar: 
Present tense paradigm of aller  If + verb Near future – aller + infinitive   
Present perfect paradigm of aller 
Impersonal il Il fait + noun Il y a + partitive 
Imperfect tense 
If + imperfect tense + conditional tense Reasons – ce serait

PHONICS
é / er  
É On  
ai en /em

MIG  Writing 90 words paragraph 







	Year 10
Term 3 
	Celebrities you admire
AQA Theme 2 Topic 2: Celebrity culture

· Talking about celebrities you follow/admire and why
· Advantages and disadvantages of being famous
Grammar: 
C’est (he is / she is) Direct object pronouns – le / la / les Adjectival agreement 
Comparative
PHONICS
EUX/EU 

Festivals in Spain  
AQA Theme 2 Topic 2: Festivities, costumes and celebrations
· Talking about different festivals in Spain
· Describing in detail a festival you went to in the past or want 
to go in the future:

Grammar: 
Present tense paradigm of avoir  
Present tense paradigm of être Adjectival agreement – masc and fem Mon / ma 
Reading aloud
Present tense conjugation:  Three verb groups: -er / -ir and -re 
Past tense:  Regulars Irregulars With infinitives Opinions

PHONICS
EUX/EU

MOCK EXAMS  SPEAKING WRITING READING LISTENING 








	YEAR 11
TERM 1 
	School/ Work  
AQA Theme 1   Topic 3: Education and work
· Talking about subjects you like/ dislike/liked in the past etc..
· Describing your uniform
· Describing extracurricular activities you do
· Grammar: 
· Irregular (eg écrire) and regular (eg entendre, traduire) -RE verbs (past, present, future (near future))
·  Present tense
·  Perfect tense
·  Modal verbs revision (present tense)


PHONICS
· oi/oy ch ç (and soft c) open o th aill/ail

Media and Technology  
AQA Theme 3   Topic 2: Media and Technology

· Describing what you do with your mobile
· Advantages and disadvantages of technology and social media

· Grammar: 
· Relative clauses using qui, que and quand Preverbal singular direct object pronouns (le, la) Demonstrative adjectives (ce, cette, ces) Relative pronoun (quand) silent s e on/om que j th
· Intent Key language Grammar Phonics
· Higher tier only Je les trouve Je ne peux pas vivre sans J’ai toujours voulu avoir Je viens de Indefinite adjectives (chaque, plusieurs, autres, tout, quelques) 24 hour clock (à 18 heures) Possessive adjectives (son, sa, ses) Interrogatives (qui, quel…?)
· 



PHONICS
           silent s e on/om que j th



· MOCK EXAMS  SPEAKING WRITING READING LISTENING


	YEAR 11 
TERM 2 
	Healthy living
AQA Theme 1 Topic 2: Healthy living and lifestyle

· Describing your daily routine
· Describing what you normally eat
· Describing what you will do in the future to have a healthy life
· Grammar: 
· Relative clauses using qui, que and quand Preverbal singular direct object pronouns (le, la) Demonstrative adjectives (ce, cette, ces) Relative pronoun (quand) silent s e on/om que j th
· Higher tier only Je les trouve Je ne peux pas vivre sans J’ai toujours voulu avoir Je viens de Indefinite adjectives (chaque, plusieurs, autres, tout, quelques) 24 hour clock (à 18 heures) Possessive adjectives (son, sa, ses) Interrogatives (qui, quel…?)
· 

PHONICS 
· z un r open eu/oeu qu 

· Environment
· AQA Theme 3 Topic 3: Environment and Where people live
· Describing problems with the environment
· Describing solutions for the problems
· Saying what you do to help the environment and what you will 
· do in the future.
· Grammar: 
· Conditional tense (vouloir – 1st, 2nd, 3rd person singular) Present tense Perfect tense Imperfect tense Negatives Periphrastic future (near future tense) Reflexive verbs (1st, 2nd, 3rd person singular and plural - revision of present, perfect, imperfect tense + introduction of periphrastic (near) future) Modal verbs 

· 

PHONICS 
· Silent consonant ‘z’ é (-er, -ez) en, an, em, am ain, in, aim, im open o 


· 


	YEAR 11 
TERM 3 
	REVISION OF ALL TOPICS
PAST PAPERS
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