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MFL KS3 OVERVIEW 
Curriculum Rationale
At the heart of our Modern Foreign Languages curriculum is a clear ambition: for every student to become a confident and increasingly fluent communicator in the target language. We believe that the ability to communicate successfully and spontaneously is the key to building motivation, cultural curiosity, and a lifelong interest in languages.
Our curriculum is carefully sequenced from Year 7 onwards, providing students with a coherent learning journey that develops the knowledge, skills, and confidence required for future language study. Through purposeful progression, regular retrieval, and the systematic revisiting of language structures, students build strong foundations that support long-term success and prepare them for the demands of Key Stage 4 and beyond.
We aim to develop students who can:
· Understand and respond to spoken and written language with increasing confidence. 
· Communicate ideas and opinions spontaneously and accurately. 
· Apply vocabulary, grammar, and phonics knowledge effectively across a range of contexts. 
· Appreciate and engage with the cultures of the countries where the language is spoken. 
· Develop resilience, independence, and confidence as language learners. 
Our curriculum is underpinned by two key principles.
Fluency through Lexicogrammar
We adopt a lexicogrammar approach, where vocabulary, grammar, and phonics are taught together rather than as isolated elements. This enables students to make meaningful connections between language features, reduces cognitive overload, and accelerates language acquisition. By revisiting and expanding language in different contexts, students develop the ability to use language with greater accuracy and spontaneity.
Learning Informed by Cognitive Science
Our curriculum design is informed by research into how learning occurs and how knowledge is transferred from short-term to long-term memory. Through carefully planned retrieval practice, interleaving, modelling, guided practice, and regular review, students are supported in securing knowledge and developing automaticity in language use.
Teaching and learning across the department are also shaped by Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction, ensuring that lessons provide clear explanations, frequent opportunities for practice, effective questioning, and structured support that enables all students to succeed.
Ultimately, our goal is for students to leave Key Stage 3 with a secure linguistic foundation, a genuine appreciation of other cultures, and the confidence to continue their language-learning journey towards fluency and future success.





	Year 7  Spanish 

	Autumn Term Introduction 

	HT
	Topic
	Questions
	Grammar
	Phonics
	MIGs
	Cultural

	7.1.1
	Greetings and feelings (past/present)  
	¿Cómo estás? 
¿Cómo estabas ayer? 
	Adjectives 
	Vowels in Spanish 
	Reading and Speaking  
	Day of the Dead  

	7.1.2
	Age 
	¿Cómo te/se llama? 
¿Cúantos años tiene/tienes? 
	Tener  Singular forms of present 
	Ce ci 
	Listening and writing. 
	

	7.1.3
	Personal information 
	¿Dónde vives?
¿Tienes hermanos?
¿Tienes un animal? 

	Vivir  in 1st person
Present
Past 
Future intent Quiero+ infinito.
	Ca co cu 
	Reading and Speaking 
	

	7.1.4
	Talking about pets 
	¿Tienes mascotas? 
	Adjectives in plural form 
	Ce ci vs ca co cu 
	Listening and writing  
	










	 Summer Term  7.2. Family 

	HT
	Topic
	Questions
	Grammar
	Phonics
	MIGs
	Cultural

	7.2.1
	Family 
	¿Cúantas personas hay en tu familia?
¿Con quién te llevas /no te llevas bien ? 
	Nombres fem vs masc 
                Sing vs plural 
	Ce ci  vs. que qui 
	Reading and Speaking 
	Carnaval 
Easter 

	7.2.2
	Appearance   
	¿Cómo eres?
¿Cómo es tu amigo?
¿Cómo es tu amiga? 
	Verb tener in 1st person
Present/past/ future/ opinion phrase/ super structure. 
	J/ ge  gi  
	Listening and writing 
	

	7.3.3
	Personality 
	¿Cómo eres?
¿Cómo es tu amigo?
¿Cómo es tu amiga?
	Verb ser in 1st person
Present/past/ future/ opinion phrase/ super structure.
	Ga ge gi 
	Reading and Speaking 
	






	Summer Term  My school 

	HT
	Topic
	Questions
	Grammar
	Phonics
	MIGs

	7.3.1
	Subjects  
	¿Qué asignaturas estudias? 
	Estudiar present tense 
	Ge gi vs gue gui 
	Listening and writing 

	7.3.2
	Opinions  
	¿Qué asignaturas te gustan? 
	Opinion verbs 

	ñ  h.
 
	Speaking and reading 




	Year 8   French 

	Autumn Term Mes passe-temps 

	HT
	Topic
	Questions
	Grammar
	Phonics
	MIGs
	Cultural

	8.1.1
	Sports 
	Que fais-tu pendant ton temps libre ?
	Jouer/faire present tense
	SFC (s/x) liason 

	Reading and Speaking  
	Parkour  

	8.1.2
	Hobbies 
	Qu'est-ce que tu aimes faire pendant ton temps libre ?

	Opinions + infinitive

Create a question with intonation only and subject / verb inversion.

	SFE, é/er/ez

i (il), s-liaison (mes amis)

	Listening and writing. 
	

	8.1.3
	Why 

	Pourquoi aimes-tu ces activités ? 
Es-tu sportif/sportive ?


	Use a negative phrase.

	En, an

	Reading and Speaking 
	

	8.1.4
	Compare hobbies 

	Quel est ton passe-temps préféré ?

	Positive and negative comparisons
	J

	Listening and writing  
	

	8.1.5 
	Talk about hobbies in the past 
	Qu'est-ce que tu as fait hier soir ?  
Qu'est-ce que tu faisais quand tu étais petit ?

	Passe compose and imperfect of faire 
	Ais 
	Reading and speaking 
	





	 Summer Term  8. 2. Tecnology 

	HT
	Topic
	Questions
	Grammar
	Phonics
	MIGs
	Cultural

	8.2.1
	Tecnology and internet 
	Comment utilises-tu la technologie ?
Comment utilises-tu ton portable ?
	Focus: pour + infinitive

-er verbs (present tense)
Je peux + infinitive
Adverbs 
Question (comment)

	i – utilise

Revisit SFC (x / r) - je peux and - 1st group infinitive endings -er
	Reading and Speaking 
	Carnaval 
Easter 

	8.2.2
	+ opinions andreasons
	Que penses-tu des reséaux sociaux ? 
Que penses-tu de la technologie ?

	Focus expressing opinions-Selon moi / lui / elle / mes / mon / ma

Present / imperfect tense 
Negative – ne ... pas
Connectives, intensifiers,reasons (adjectives)

	on (/om) - selon
Revisit en/an (/em/am) - amusant / vraiment

	Listening and writing 
	

	8.2.3
	+ advantages and drawbacks
	Quels sont les avantages et les inconvénients de la technologie ? 

	Modal verbs (present tense)

Near future 
	Revisit SFC (s / t) - peut / ses / mes / des

Nasal vowels - in / im
	Reading and Speaking 
	






	Summer Term  My town 
	

	HT
	Topic
	Questions
	Grammar
	Phonics
	MIGs
	

	8.3.1
	My town 
	Où habites-tu ? 
Où aimerais-tu vivre a l'avenir ?

	Er regular verbs present tense 
	Revisit SFE, é/er/ez

i (il), s-liaison (mes amis)

	Listening and writing 
	14th July 

	8.3.2
	what is there  
	Qu'est-ce qu'il y a dans la ville  ?

	Prepositions 

	
 Revisit J 
	Speaking and reading
	

	8.3.3 
	My region 
	Qu'est-ce qu'on peut faire dans ta région ?
	Adjectives 
	Revisit all SSC seen this year 
	
	





	Year 9  French 

	Autumn Term Les vacances  

	HT
	Topic
	Questions
	Grammar
	Phonics
	MIGs
	Cultural

	9.1.1
	Holiday destination (countries) 
	Où vas-tu normalement en vacances ?  
Où vas-tu aller en vacances l’année prochaine ?  

	Aller in Present tense (complete) 
Near future (aller+inf) 
	SFC (s/x)   au 

	Reading and Speaking  
	Holidays in France  

	9.1.2
	Past holidays  
	Où es-tu allé.e en vacances l’année dernière ? 


	Passe compose aller 

	SFC 
Liason 

	Listening and writing. 
	

	9.1.3
	Activities during holidays (present) 

	Qu’est-ce que tu vas faire pendant tes vacances ?  
Que fais-tu normalement ?



	Faire. + weather expressions 
	Eu

	Reading and Speaking 
	

	9.1.4
	Activities (past) and opinions 

	Qu'est-ce que tu as fait pendant les vacances ?  
Décris-moi tes dernières vacances.

	Passe compose avec avoir 
	Oi  i 

	Listening and writing  
	






	 Summer Term  9. 2. Jobs and future plans  

	HT
	Topic
	Questions
	Grammar
	Phonics
	MIGs
	Cultural

	9.2.1
	Future plans  
	Qu'est-ce que tu vaux faire à l'avenir ?  
Qu'est-ce que tu voudrais faire à l'avenir ?

	Focus: Conditional tense 

	i – utilise

Revisit SFC (x / r) - je peux and - 1st group infinitive endings -er
	Reading and Speaking 
	Carnaval de Nice 
Easter 

	9.2.2
	+ opinions  and reasons
	Que penses-tu de faire un stage ?  
Que penses-tu de voyager ?  


	Focus expressing opinions-Selon moi / lui / elle / mes / mon / ma

Present / imperfect tense/conditional  
Negative – ne ... pas
Connectives, intensifiers,reasons (adjectives)

	on (/om) - selon
Revisit en/an (/em/am) - amusant / vraiment

	Listening and writing 
	

	9.2.3
	Future jobs/
careers
	Qu'est-ce que tu veux faire à l'avenir ?  
Quel métier voudrais-tu faire ?  
? 

	Modal verbs (present tense)

Near future 
	Revisit SFC (s / t) - peut / ses / mes / des

Ble
Nasal vowels - in / im
	Reading and Speaking 
	







	Summer Term  Festivals Celebrations Celebrities 

	HT
	Topic
	Questions
	Grammar
	Phonics
	MIGs
	Culture 

	9.3.1
	Celebrations 
	Quelle est ta fêté préférée ? 


	Er regular verbs present tense 
	Revisit SFE, é/er/ez

i (il), s-liaison (mes amis)

	Listening and writing 
	Most famous celebrations in France 

	9.3.2
	Celebrations  
Activities (past /present) 
	Que fais-tu pour fêter Noel ?  
Comment vas-tu fêter Noel cette année ?  
 

	Revision
Opinion verbs
Pour + infinitive 
	
 Silent final e  
	Speaking and reading
	

	9.3.3
	Celebrations Activities (future) 
	Comment as-tu fêté ton anniversaire ?
	Passe compose aller vs avoir

	é, er, et, ez, ais
	Listening and writing 
	

	9.3.4 
	Celebrities 
	Qui est ta célébrité préférée ?

	Adjectives 
Opinion verbs 
Form the negative 
	Revisit all SSC seen this year 
	Speaking 
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