Inspiring a Love of Reading at Our Lady's
“A student that reads is a student that succeeds”
At Our Lady’s, we believe that reading is at the heart of every child’s learning journey. We are committed to inspiring a lifelong love of books, stories, and imagination. We provide a wide range of exciting opportunities throughout the year to engage children with reading in creative and meaningful ways. Below are some of the key ways we celebrate and promote reading across our school community.
World Book Day – Design a Door Competition
World Book Day is always a highlight of our school year! Each form takes part in our whole-school “Design a Door” competition, where classroom doors are transformed into book covers or scenes from favourite stories. This inspires children to think creatively about books and authors while working together to bring stories to life in a fun, visual way.
National Storytelling Week
During National Storytelling Week, pupils immerse themselves in the magic of spoken stories. Pupils enjoy quizzes in their forms, engage with books in fun, interactive ways, and have the opportunity to hear staff read parts of their favourite stories.
World Harry Potter Book Day
Our pupils join the global celebration of J.K. Rowling’s much-loved wizarding world with themed activities, quizzes, and reading events. This day captures children’s excitement and curiosity, showing them how books can open up entire worlds of adventure.
Reading for Pleasure Lessons
We believe reading should never feel like a chore. That’s why we have dedicated Reading for Pleasure lessons, giving children time to relax, explore, and enjoy class readers. These lessons are not only designed to build confidence and develop key reading skills, but to help our students foster a genuine love of reading.
Book Fairs
Book Fairs are an important part of our reading calendar, giving children the chance to browse and buy from a wide selection of books. These events not only promote excitement about reading but also help families share in the joy of discovering new stories together.
Readathons
Our Readathon encouraged pupils to set personal challenges, raise money for good causes, and celebrate the power of reading at the same time. It’s always wonderful to see the pride children feel as they achieve their reading goals and make a positive difference beyond the school community. Last October, we raised morning for children’s hospitals across the country, so patients had access to books and story tellers. 
Reading and Poetry Challenges
Pupils have ample opportunities to take part in a range of reading and poetry challenges each year. The Reading Passport has been designed to encourage pupils to explore different genres and try new authors, whilst our writing competitions allow pupils to express themselves creatively through their own words. We consistently strive to help pupils stretch their imagination, build resilience, and celebrate their unique voice as readers and writers.
Lancashire Book of the Year
As part of our commitment to celebrating literature, we participate in the Lancashire Book of the Year Awards. This initiative gives pupils the opportunity to read and review a shortlist of contemporary books, fostering critical thinking and discussion about literature, as well as a sense of pride in contributing to a respected award.
Author Visits and Workshops
Meeting real authors is an inspiring experience for our pupils. Over the years, we’ve welcomed incredible writers such as Nathan Parker, Tom Palmer and Lisette Auton, but also hosted virtual author events with David Walliams and David Baddiel, all of who have shared their stories, experiences, and writing journeys. These visits spark creativity and show children that they, too, can become storytellers.
OLCC Library
Our welcoming and vibrant library is space where pupils can explore a wide range of books across all genres. With a carefully curated collection of books, students are encouraged to find new favourites, revisit classics and immerse themselves in stories that spark curiosity and creativity.
Reading Rich Curriculum 
All subject areas across school have mapped stories into their schemes of learning to not only enhance student engagement and understanding, but to continue to develop the reading culture across school and provide students with a range of reading opportunities.
Reading Leaders
[bookmark: _GoBack]A selection of pupils from across all key stages have been trained by Corum Beanstalk to not only support struggling readers, but inspire a love of reading. Year 7 students are paired with an older Reading Leader and meet once a week during form time, giving them the chance to read, build confidence and share their love of books. 
