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Curriculum Rationale
At Key Stage 4, pupils study the AQA GCSE Art & Design: Three Dimensional Design exam specification.  We have ensured that the curriculum at KS3 has developed schemas that are built upon by the GCSE content to ensure that they are effectively prepared not only for their GCSE course but for further education, training and the world of work beyond school.  


	
	Year 10
	Year 11

	AQA Three Dimensional Design
Component
	Component 1
Contributes to 60% of overall grade
	Component 1 
Contributes 60% of overall grade

	Rationale
	Pupils build upon the skills and knowledge learnt during Key Stage 3.  All students are introduced to new techniques of using clay. Pupils will be taught within workshops within the first term whilst under the theme Sea Life for the year.  Pupils will gather their own images and designs to test and experiment with basic techniques to decorate and texture clay.  A focus is on individuals developing their own style and response to the clay methods, techniques artists and ceramicists studied.  Various contemporary artists will be studied, who create work based on Sea Life, such as- boats, under the sea, sea buildings.  Functional and decorative work will be explored. Pupils will develop their sketchbook presentation and develop methods to record their ideas.  This and clay experimentation will accumulate into developing an idea into a final piece-by use of slab building or coiling a form.  Through the early workshops, pupils should be able to help them make informed choices of what to construct as their final piece.  Pupils will develop their analysing and evaluation skills of art.  
	This topic allows pupils to work with increasing independence and allows them to work to their strengths.  It is set as the mock exam.  Pupils all work on the same theme-PLANTS.  This project will enable pupils to fully experience the expectations and requirements for the ESA given out from next term.  
At the start, pupils will be given mini workshops to enable all to build methods and knowledge on some key ceramicists and techniques.  It will enable them to further develop from the skills taught in Yr10, whilst embedding how to cover the assessment objectives within their clay work and sketchbook work.
Pupils are encouraged to develop an individual and personal response, by researching art and clay work to inspire them individually.
This project has similar allocated time, as the ESA.  Pupils will be given 5hr in exam conditions and lessons after to complete their clay piece in response to the theme.


	Topic 1
	SEALIFE
Big Question: What are the AQA GCSE 3D Design Assessment Objectives and how do we meet them?

Know:
How to roll, model and construct forms in clay.
The clay properties and states of clay used depending on purpose.
Techniques used by ceramicists and other three dimensional artists.
Ways other materials can be combined with clay.
What a mind map is.
Various methods ceramicists use to decorate and form their clay work through studying their work-e.g. Sgraffito & Sprigging.
Ways to record idea and observations using clay and sketchbook.
What methods ceramicists use to add colour to clay-glaze, sawdust firing, oxides and coloured slip.
What difference and use of Primary and secondary sources.
What a clay extruder is and its purpose.


Know How: 
To store clay at different stages for appropriate clay work.
To mark, texture and pattern clay using different techniques-e.g. impress, incise, mini extruder, 
To construct forms and relief work in clay.
To create your own mind map.
To record 3D forms and design idea on paper using varied materials.
To annotate work.
To use plaster moulds and formers to create forms.
To select appropriate images to use as references
To present research in a visual way
To experiment with media and techniques
To review and refine their work as it progresses
To present a personal response realising intentions
	THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT
Big Question: How do you respond to a starting point and how do you thoroughly meet the Assessment Objectives              in a sketchbook?

Know:
The work of Antoni Gaudi, Vesna Gusman, Alasdair Neil MacDonell and buildings from different cultures.
How to gather primary sources to develop own ideas.
What methods and techniques ceramicists have used through own investigations with clay.
Ways to records ideas in clay and on paper.
What thickness and the correct stages of clay state for own experimentations.
Key terms and definitions in clay.


Know How: 
To make a mind map appropriate to their starting point.
To make test tiles and clay studies to develop own ideas.
To annotate own and others work.  
To record ideas and observations using drawing/sketches.
To evaluate own work through written analysis.
To Experiment with and select appropriate materials and methods.
To review and refine own work as it develops.
To develop ideas for a final outcome.
To present a meaningful, personal response influenced by the theme Plants.

	Links to Prior Learning 
	 Pupils develop skills and knowledge from KS3. They are able to refine existing skills develop skills using new media and techniques. 
Those students that have not experienced ceramics in Yr9, will be taught the basics, whilst those who did, will refine and develop existing skills.
	 Pupils develop skills and knowledge from KS3. Pupils build upon all work in Yr10-choosing to their needs and ideas.  Pupils will now know who to create artists’ studies, reflect on their work, develop ideas and create observations using clay and drawing methods.  The covering of assessment objects within Yr10, can be repeat and followed by the students.

	
	
	Contributes to 40% of overall GCSE grade.
From January 1st 2024 students will work on Component 2-ESA.  The AQA paper will give 7 starting points, with which students will choose one to respond to with teacher support throughout.  Lessons will be spent inspiring pupils and ensuring their response covers the AQA assessment objectives.  Pupil as are encouraged to work to their strengths and develop a ‘personal and meaningful response’.   Pupils are encouraged to; develop ideas, experiment with techniques, annotate and analyse work of their own and others, until the commencement of the 10hr practical exam.

	
	
	Component 2 – Externally Set Assignment
Know:
The characteristics of their chosen artists
The use of primary and secondary sources.
Ways to draw for purpose to show ideas and observations.
Techniques and methods used by others to create clay work to inspire their own.
Ways to decorate and colour clay work.


Know How: 
To develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources.
To refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes.
To record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses.
To present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language.


	
	
	This unit is the ‘exam’, set by AQA exam board.  The two projects studied as part of Component 1 prepare the students with the build-up of skills, knowledge, understanding and creativity.  Whilst project two, Plants gives the pupils experience of more independent study requirements and working to a set deadline.
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