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KS4 Programme of Study 2025-2026
Curriculum Rationale
At Key Stage 4, pupils study the AQA GCSE Art & Design: Fine Art exam specification.  We have ensured that the curriculum at KS3 has developed schemas that are built upon by the GCSE content to ensure that they are effectively prepared not only for their GCSE course but for further education, training and the world of work beyond school.  


	
	Year 10
	Year 11

	AQA Fine Art
Component
	Component 1
	Component 1 continued
Component 2

	Rationale
	Pupils build upon the skills and knowledge learnt during Key Stage 3. They refine existing skills and are introduced to new techniques. Pupils have choice in the areas of study and media and techniques used to enable them to play to their strengths.

	Topic 1
	Component 1 -Cultures- Introductory Project
Big Question: What are the AQA GCSE Fine Art Assessment Objectives and how do we meet them?
Know:
What a primary source is and why they are important
And understand the Assessment Objectives
What a view finder is
What a secondary source is

Know How: 
to take a visually interesting photograph
to record from observation using a variety of drawing materials.
to draw using a grid to improve proportion
to use a grid to enlarge
to use colouring pencil successfully
to use watercolour paint
to use acrylic paint
to annotate for purpose and give insight
to research appropriate artist independently 
to present and organise work successfully.

	Component 1 -Mock Exam 
Big Question: How will the mock exam prepare us for the ESA?
Know:
The characteristics of their chosen artists
The use of Primary & Secondary sources.
And identify strengths within their work.
The assessment objectives

Know How: 
to develop ideas through purposeful investigations. 
to demonstrate critical understanding of sources. 
to refine ideas.
to select and experiment with appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes.
to record ideas, observations and insights through drawing and annotation, and any other appropriate means relevant to intentions, as work progresses. 
to present a personal and meaningful response and realise intentions. 
to demonstrate understanding of visual language.

	Links to Prior Learning 
	Pupils develop skills and knowledge from KS3. They are able to refine existing skills develop skills using new media and techniques. 
	Previously students have developed and built upon a range of skills using a variety of materials, techniques and processes. This will continue throughout this project, but allowing students more independence in selection of imagery and materials. Previous presentation of sketchbook pages and understanding of composition will enable students to create a visually interesting response to their selected theme. Research of artists will continue, students will adapt their research skills and become more independent not only to investigate artists but also traditional art, craft and design as well as modern and contemporary art.  Students will be encouraged to progressively develop their own strengths and interests in the subject and, increasingly, follow their own lines of enquiry.


	Rationale
	This project has been planned to introduce pupils to the basic skills in GCSE Art and Design and how to meet the assessment objectives. Pupils will use their own photography or sourced imagery throughout and gain an understanding of how primary and secondary sources provide the imagery for experimental workshops and the development of ideas.
	The mock exam is designed to give the students an experience similar to their ESA. A short project with a range of starting points and final outcome produced in Exam conditions. Students will have to work independently to gather research and develop ideas. Individual tutorials will develop subject-specific skills to use visual language to communicate personal ideas, meanings and responses. Previously students have developed and built upon a range of skills using a variety of materials, techniques and processes. This will continue throughout this project but allowing students more independence in selection of imagery and materials. Previous presentation of sketchbook pages and understanding of composition will enable students to create a visually interesting response to their selected theme. Research of artists will continue, students will adapt their research skills and become more independent not only to investigate artists but also traditional art, craft and design as well as modern and contemporary art.  Students will be encouraged to progressively develop their own strengths and interests in the subject and, increasingly, follow their own lines of enquiry. Throughout this project students will be provided with the chance to experiment with a wider range of materials, techniques and processes, this will allow students to stand in good stead for their ESA. This project is more open to individual interpretation and allows students to be more independent and create a more personal and individual response.

	Topic 2
	Component 1- Cultures
Big Question: How do you respond to a starting point and how do you thoroughly meet the Assessment Objective’s in a sketchbook?
Know:
And recognise arts, crafts, and designs from other cultures.
The assessment objectives,
The use of Primary & Secondary sources.
And identify strengths within their work.

Know How: 
to develop ideas through purposeful investigations. 
to demonstrate critical understanding of sources. 
to refine ideas.
to select and experiment with appropriate media, materials, techniques, and processes.
to record ideas, observations and insights through drawing and annotation, and any other appropriate means relevant to intentions, as work progresses. 
to present a personal and meaningful response and realise intentions.
	Component 2 - ESA
Know:
The characteristics of their chosen artists
The use of Primary & Secondary sources.
And identify strengths within their work.
The assessment objectives

Know How: 
to develop ideas through purposeful investigations. 
to demonstrate critical understanding of sources. 
to refine ideas.
to select and experiment with appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes.
to record ideas, observations and insights through drawing and annotation, and any other appropriate means relevant to intentions, as work progresses. 
to present a personal and meaningful response and realise intentions. 
to demonstrate understanding of visual language.

	Links to Prior Learning 
	 Pupils build upon knowledge and understanding of art works and artist from other cultures covered in KS3.  Pupils are given the opportunity to further explore and experiment with materials, techniques and processes from the Cultures Introductory project and KS3 
	 Students will use all knowledge, skills and understanding from previous GCSE topics and KS3 to successfully meet the AO’S in component 2. The mock exam has provided students the opportunity to work to a time limit and given students the experience of working in exam conditions.

	Rationale
	To introduce pupils to art forms from a variety of different cultures, countries and times and to make pupils aware how artworks have been inspired by different values, beliefs, traditions and surroundings.  Pupils will engage with materials, techniques and processes inspired by the artworks they have seen and develop their own ideas through experimentation. 
Previously students have developed and built upon key skills, such as drawing and painting, which they will continue to do throughout this project. Presentation of sketchbook pages and understanding of composition will enable students to create a visually interesting response to the theme Cultures. Research of artists will continue, students will adapt their research skills not only to investigate artists but also traditional art, craft and design as well as modern and contemporary art being produced in other cultures. 
Throughout this project students will be provided with the chance to experiment with a wider range of materials, techniques and processes, this will allow students to stand in good stead for their ESA. This project is more open to individual interpretation and allows students to be more independent and create a more personal and individual response.
	This unit is the ‘exam’ unit. Set by the exam board pupils have a choice of 7 starting points from which to develop their own project, refining their ideas to present a personal and meaningful response. The projects studied as part of Component 1 prepare the students for the more independent study required by component 2.
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