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KS3 Programme of Study
Curriculum Rationale

The study of English at OLCC will equip pupils with the knowledge to become a relevant voice of the 21st Century. In order for students to comprehend the significance of the language that shapes our society today, it is crucial that we offer an innovative curriculum that examines the development of voices across key literary movements, both past and present. Our curriculum serves as a window through which students can view the world, and a mirror through which they can view themselves and master their own voices in an ever-evolving global society. We offer a knowledge-rich curriculum that examines shifting narrative perspectives, giving students the opportunity to delve into the concepts that shape the voices we study and allows them to experiment with, and manipulate their own voice. Thus, giving students the chance to delve into key English concepts like rhetoric, plot, grammar, language, oracy and context. We have aligned the texts we teach to the history curriculum in order to support mastery of how contexts of production help shape meaning. Students are encouraged to appreciate broad and diverse viewpoints, with an early focus on literary voices that celebrate attitudes and ideas, moving to an appreciation of how writers can challenge and manipulate attitudes and ideas. Ultimately, students will develop into critical readers and writers, who demonstrate an understanding of how their personal voice can shape the attitudes and ideas of others. Mastery of the powerful knowledge will allow pupils to become powerful voices for the future in their own right and to ‘be more,’ in service to society.











	Year 8

	The Big Question
	What is Gothic literature and why is it significant? 

	Rationale 
	
This unit introduces pupils to the genre of Gothic literature and the contextual factors that made it so influential. The pupils will expand their range of knowledge of genres through this unit and the conventions used. The symbolism of internal monsters studied through A Monster Calls, in Year 7 is referred to when exploring the representation of Gothic monsters and their importance. Pupils will build on their analysis skills whilst drawing on how writers use and adapt genre conventions. 


	Autumn 1 
	Know: 
· The key conventions of the gothic genre and its social, historical context  
· Mood and atmosphere in Gothic  
· Characterisation of monsters  
· Narrative Arc
· Application of Gothic conventions in their own narrative 
· Recognising and using subordinate clauses   
Know how: 
· To identify and comment on the impressions created through the Gothic conventions  
· Identify, analyse and create mood and atmosphere  
· Writer’s create threat through character description  
· Recognise and adapt the narrative arc in your own writing  
· Create a convincing Gothic narrative using conventions of Gothic 
· Using subordinate clauses successfully to create suspense  

	The Big Question
	[bookmark: _GoBack]How are Gothic conventions adapted in Darkside by Thomas Becker?

	Rationale
	
This unit explores the development of Gothic literature with contemporary examples. The pupils have opportunity to draw comparisons between traditional and contemporary examples of Gothic literature. This unit enables students to utilise knowledge of the Gothic conventions to apply to their own writing, developing their own narrative voice. 



	Autumn 2
	Know: 
· How contemporary Gothic draws on historical Gothic
· Similarities and differences between traditional and contemporary Gothic monsters
· The different qualities of a contemporary literary monster.
· Narrative arc as a literary concept
· Recognising and using subordinate clauses
· Application of Gothic conventions in their own narrative involving a ‘monster’

Know how: 
· Evaluate the genre development of Gothic fiction
· Explore and analyse the representation of ‘monster’ in traditional and contemporary Gothic
· To identify, craft and develop a contemporary monster
· To plot a narrative using Freytag’s arc
· To use subordinate clauses to create suspense
· Create a convincing Gothic narrative using conventions of Gothic

	The Big Question
	How does Shakespeare challenge social norms in Romeo and Juliet? 

	Rationale
	
This unit extends the students’ knowledge and understanding of plays/drama and the techniques employed by playwrights for dramatic effect. This unit builds on the study of Shakespeare as a poet in Year 7 and they will develop their appreciation of the importance of Shakespeare in our literary heritage. Pupil will deepen their appreciation of how poetic form is used within a play to convey ideas about plot, character and theme. 


	Spring 1/2
	Know:  
· The social and historical context of the play  
· Shakespeare’s motives 
· Conventions of drama – prologue, monologue, soliloquy  
· The structure and purpose of a sonnet  
· The importance of key themes  
· Literary devices like imagery, dramatic irony and foreshadowing  
· The genre conventions of Shakespearean tragedy  
· Shakespeare challenges social norms through character and theme
Know how: 
· The context of Elizabethan England supports our understanding of the play 
· To choose relevant and appropriate textual references 
· To use inference to explain the meaning of textual references 
· To comment on the effects of language choices (on a sentence level and a word level) 
· To comment on the effects of literary devices 
· To make effective comments about the audience 

	The Big Question
	How do diverse voices celebrate their identity?

	Rationale 
	
Having studied poetry as a distinct genre in Year 7, this unit exposes students to a variety of poems that celebrate diversity. Students are now required to compare poems, by considering linguistic and structural devices for effect. Content and themes now reflect the maturity of the students and their developing ability to use a critical voice in their analysis. 
  

	Spring 2/
Summer 1
	Know: 
· The importance of the context of production in poetry  
· The ideas about identity and culture that are presented
· The structural devices used in poetry  
· What poetic voice is and how it is developed in poems 
· That poets use structure, language and form to develop meaning  
Know how: 
· To consider the speaker and context of a poem. 
· Poets use language, form and structure to convey ideas about identity and culture
· To use accurate poetic terminology in discussions and analytical essays 
· To compare poetry linked by theme 


	The Big Question
	How does Orwell challenge the voice of tyranny and celebrate the voice of freedom? 

	Rationale 
	
This unit further extends the students’ knowledge and understanding of how literary form can form is used to critique and reveal powerful political ideologies. Drawing on the representation of the dominant elite from Darkside, earlier in Year 8 and the disparity presented through the Masque of Anarchy in Year 7, pupils will further appreciate the importance of great literature in shaping view and attitudes in society. A critical analysis of language, structure and form will allow students to appreciate how literature tackles big global debates. This unit allows students to experiment with techniques and vocabulary to make their analysis engaging and analytical.   


	Summer 1/ Summer 2
	Know: 
· The plot, themes and characters of Animal Farm 
· The social, historical and political context of the novel  
· What allegory is and how Animal farm conforms to the genre  
· The allegorical meaning of the novel 
 
Know how: 
· To structure a written response to an extract question, focussing on meaning through language choice and the writer’s intent. 
· To judiciously select quotations to support analyses 
· To analyse language in relation to the context and lead by meaning 
· To discuss how and why the context of the novella shapes meaning  
· To discuss how and why the genre of the novella shapes meaning   








image1.png
Ll 77





image2.png




