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KS3 Programme of Study
Curriculum Rationale

The study of English at OLCC will equip pupils with the knowledge to become a relevant voice of the 21st Century. In order for students to comprehend the significance of the language that shapes our society today, it is crucial that we offer an innovative curriculum that examines the development of voices across key literary movements, both past and present. Our curriculum serves as a window through which students can view the world, and a mirror through which they can view themselves and master their own voices in an ever-evolving global society. We offer a knowledge-rich curriculum that examines shifting narrative perspectives, giving students the opportunity to delve into the concepts that shape the voices we study and allows them to experiment with, and manipulate their own voice. Thus, giving students the chance to delve into key English concepts like rhetoric, plot, grammar, language, oracy and context. We have aligned the texts we teach to the history curriculum in order to support mastery of how contexts of production help shape meaning. Students are encouraged to appreciate broad and diverse viewpoints, with an early focus on literary voices that celebrate attitudes and ideas, moving to an appreciation of how writers can challenge and manipulate attitudes and ideas. Ultimately, students will develop into critical readers and writers, who demonstrate an understanding of how their personal voice can shape the attitudes and ideas of others. Mastery of the powerful knowledge will allow pupils to become powerful voices for the future in their own right and to ‘be more,’ in service to society.












	Year 7


	The Big Question
	How can I create a character voice for prose writing? 

	Rationale 
	
This unit introduces pupils to the concept of ‘character voice,’ and their journey in beginning to find their own ‘voice.’ They will use a short story as the base model. Building on the powerful knowledge from KS2 this unit allows pupils to revisit and consolidate key aspects of writing. Pupils will be encouraged to experiment and remaster this knowledge through the creation of a clear central character for a short story. 


	Autumn 1 
	Know: 
· The difference between fiction and non-fiction
· The key structural features of a short story.
· How a character can be introduced in a story opening
· How simple and compound sentences are constructed and how to create complex sentences using adverbial phrases
· Know how to infer meaning and use quotations

Know how: 

· Define the terms fiction and non-fiction
· Can identify structural features in narrative. 
· Can retrieve, infer and deduce impressions of Micky in paragraph 1
· impressions of character thoughts and feelings
· Can analyse how metaphors help create precise impressions
· Retrieve key information from the opening.
· Explain how impressions of character thoughts and feeling are created
· Select and punctuate quotations from the text
· Plan a story sequence with the title, ‘It all started with an ordinary looking school bag…’



	The Big Question
	How have the voices of heroes and villains been presented through time?

	Rationale
	
This unit aims to build on pupils’ previous learning about heroes and villain from KS2 and to explore these concepts with a more critical eye. Students will explore a wide variety of literary texts from different periods. This unit will provide an important snapshot into the ways heroes and villains are presented and interpreted, thus, providing our pupils with the opportunity to reflect on how character voices have changed across time and contexts.  


	Autumn 1/2
	Know: 
· The concept of heroes and villains in fiction literature
· Select quotations and make inferences
· The use of Freytag to shape a narrative
· What character arc is
· Simple, compound and complex sentence types
· Plan and craft a narrative
Know how:
· Identify the features of heroes and villains and how characterisation has evolved through time
· Construct a clear impression comment
· To sequence narrative using a clear structure
· To sequence a character journey
· Construct a set of sentences to create precise impressions
· Demonstrate the development of a central character and craft an engaging narrative


	The Big Question

	How is the voice of celebration conveyed through poetry?

	Rationale
	
This unit invites students to engage with three poems from distinct time periods, each celebrating a unique theme. Through analysing the form, language and voice of the poets, students will uncover how each poem conveys celebration in a different way. Pupils will experiment with the genre conventions in the creation of their own performance poem. 


	Autumn 2
	Know: 
· That our own experiences and contexts can affect our perspectives 
· The importance of context in poetry 
· The form of a poem
· What poetic voice is and how it is developed in poems 
· That poet’s language to develop meaning 
· What the poems are celebrating 
Know how:
· To consider the difference between the speaker of the poem and the poet 
· To consider the context of a poem 
· To select relevant quotes from a poem 
· To create impression comments from quotes 
· Poets use form and structure to celebrate  
· To use accurate poetic terminology in discussions and impression comments  


	The Big Question


	How can character voice be conveyed in a drama text?


	Rationale 
	
This unit aims to deepen previous learning of character genre types and introduce students to dramatic features and develop their understanding of how a character arc is developed across a drama text, drawing on the genre features of dramatic writing to support pupils in developing a deeper understanding of the presentation of character and themes in fantasy adventure. Their study of the nuances surrounding the representation of heroes and villains earlier in the year will help pupils apply a more critical approach. 
  

	Spring 1
	Know: 
· What the conventions of drama are – stage direction, acts, scene props, stage, costume 
· The religious context of the play
· The difference between a play and a novel  
· What characterisation is and how it is developed in a play 
· Connotations of demons.

· Which character transforms across the play? Character arc of Lyra?
· What symbolism is. 
· The key themes of the play
Know how: 
· To navigate a play script 
· To identify dramatic techniques in a play 
· To talk about how meanings are shaped by dramatic techniques and stage directions 
· To consider the audience’s reception based on the religious context of the play 
· Our interpretations of characters will change as the play progresses 
· How the character of Lyra changes throughout the play. 
· To make effective comments about the audience 
· To read a play aloud with fluency and prosody


	The Big Question

	How can we celebrate local voices?

	Rationale 
	
This unit aims to equip students with a cultural knowledge of the local area and its unique literary heritage. It encourages pupils to appreciate the diversity of literary texts relevant to their own community. Building on previous learning about the influence of context and genre, pupils will focus on the organisational features and techniques used to create an effective piece of persuasive writing to celebrate the local area.  


	Spring 2
	Know:  
· Literature is connected to our local area 
· That contextual factors influence texts  
· What the correct format of a guide is 
· The function of topic sentences 
· The function of paragraphs 
· What the correct format of an article is  
· What topic sentences are  
· The function of connectives 
· What rhetorical devices are 
· What is the difference between empathy and sympathy  

Know how:  
 
· To comment on how the local area can inspire writers. 
· The effect of a writer’s intentions in relation to context. 
· To use rhetorical devices to write a guide 
· To use topic sentences to direct the reader 
· To use paragraphs to navigate the reader ad cluster ideas 
· To adapt tone to suit different audiences  
· To use connectives to structure a response 
· To use topic sentences to show paragraph shift   
· Emotive language can be used to create empathy  



	The Big Question

	How does the writer explore the difficulties of loss through the character of Conor in ‘A Monster Calls?’

	Rationale
	
In this unit students will deepen their understanding of tracking a narrative arc across a fictional novel.  They will develop their understanding of imagery, studied through ‘Voices of Celebration’ and ‘Heroes and Villains.’ Study will focus on the use of extended metaphor across a text and become more confident with the concept of literal and figurative language, By exploring the complex emotions related to grief, students can develop their own emotional literacy and develop greater empathy. 
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	Summer 1
	Know:  
· The plot, main characters and context of the novel
· The representation of grief as a key theme
· What foreshadowing is
· The difference between literal and figurative language when describing grief
· The impact of tension on the reader
· The function of subordinating and coordinating conjunctions
Know how: 
· To track a plot according to a narrative arc
· Explore and evaluate the way grief is presented through Conor’s behaviour
· To analyse the representation of the monster and its significance to Conor
· To identify and consider how earlier events link to later events in the novel
· To analyse tension in the novel
· To construct sentences using subordinating and coordinating conjunctions when writing about the text
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