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KS4 Programme of Study
Curriculum Rationale


At Key Stage 4, students study the EDUQAS Language and Literature exam specification.  

In delivering the set syllabus, we draw on the exploration and appreciation of voices in reading and writing through Key Stage 3. By Key Stage 4 pupils can tackle the demands of study with more rigour and sophistication. Their study of language and literature will allow them to develop a critical approach to their academic study and give them a solid grounding for success beyond the classroom. 

The study of Language and Literature at GCSE level will equip our young people for their next steps in further education, apprenticeships and employment.










	Year 11

	EDUQAS Component
	Eduqas English Literature Component 1

	Rationale 
	In this unit of work, students continue to deepen their knowledge of this critical literary tex. They will build on their expertise of how to analyse literature and plays as well as building on their prior knowledge of Shakespeare. With a more critical appreciation of language and structure, pupils will be able to appreciate character, plot and theme with increased confidence.


	Autumn 1 
	Macbeth Part 2: Act 4 and 5

Know:
The cyclical structure of the play
Shakespeare’s motives for presenting characters in particular ways in Acts 4&5
What symbolism and motifs are used in Acts 4&5
What the key themes of the play are and how they are explored in Acts 4&5
What tragedy is and how Macbeth conforms to the genre conventions with close focus on Shakespeare's aims.
The key concepts of hamartia, divine right and natural order.
Know How: 
To analyse language for meaning with a closer focus on writer’s aims
To make critical analytical points about character, theme and language choice 
To make effective comments about how the play might be interpreted
To write effective extract-based questions that clearly link to key concepts and aims
To effectively select relevant parts of the play to analyse in essays and to integrate effectively into a sustained response
To plan and structure an essay that manipulates knowledge in a powerful way


	EDUQAS Component
	Eduqas English Literature Component 1

	Rationale
	Pupils will be able to deepen their appreciation of poetic voice and be able to analyse how language conveys ideas in a more critical and evaluative way. They will examine how the voice of warning is presented through specific poems studied and evaluate specific language techniques, structure and viewpoints. 


	Autumn 1
	Eduqas Poetry Anthology: Voices of Warning

Know:
The significance of context when exploring the voice of warning
The viewpoints and ideas in the collection
A range of poetic terminology for analysis
The voice of warning  
A range of descriptive and figurative language 
The structure and form of the poems in the anthology
That meaning is shaped by language 


Know How:
To integrate context into language analysis and link to the voice of warning
To analyse poems and their meaning   
To develop a clear line of argument in analytical essays 
To offer personal responses to the collection
To use poetic terminology effectively 
To write about how meanings is shaped by language, structure and tone and offer a more critical persona perspective.




	EDUQAS Component

	English Literature Component 2

	Rationale
	
This unit build on students’ appreciation of scripted text. It encourages then to further develop their understanding of voice and apply this to an appreciation of Russell’s aim to challenge the notion of social class and entitlement. Pupils will draw on their understanding of representation of class and poverty in Victorian Voices and A Christmas Carol to evaluate how language has been used to shape meaning.


	Autumn 2

	
                                                                             Blood Brothers

Know 
To know the plot, main characters and themes of Blood Brothers
To appreciate the narrative arc using a circular narrative
To know the technical aspects of a play (monologues, soliloquies and stage directions) and comment on their effect. 
To analyse the voice of challenge in terms of writer’s aims.
To understand how to structure a critical extended essay exploring themes and characters

Know how
To analyse tone, structure and language
To Identify linguistic and literary techniques in the text 
To support analysis of the play with apt textual reference 
To comment on structure to enhance the analysis 
To integrate thematic analysis across all question types
To comment on the effect of specific words and techniques



	


EDUQAS Component

	Eduqas English Language Component 2

	Rationale
	This unit build on the study of this component in Year 10. In the reading section, pupils explore a range of nonfiction texts—from historical letters to modern articles—gaining insight into how writers convey their ideas and persuade readers. This helps pupils develop critical reading skills, enabling them to analyse language, structure, and viewpoints across different time periods. Students increase their appreciation of writing real-world tasks, such as crafting speeches, reports, and persuasive letters, teaching them to adapt their tone and style for various audiences.

	Spring 1
	
Know 
The structure of the Section A and B of the English Language Paper 2 
The different question types
The importance of precision and overview
Which sections of the extract to use for each question 
The genre conventions of transactional writing
The language refinements needed to address specific tasks.

Know how
To tackle the timings and demands for each section
How to manage timings and strategy for the different question types
Create precise comments using judicious evidence
Be selective in the evidence selected and precise in inference 
To apply and adapt the genre conventions for transactional writing
To modify and manipulate language to change the attitudes and ideas of the reader





	EDUQAS Component

	English Language Component 1

	Rationale
	Pupils will be able to explore fiction texts with increasing sophistication and appreciation. The study of great literature across five years will allow them to analyse how language shapes meaning with increased confidence. Pupils will experiment further with approaches to narrative writing and will be more confident in using their own voice as a writer of fiction. 

	Spring 2
	English Language Component 1

Know:
The similarities and differences of Language study and Literature study at GCSE level.
The topic and focus of the questions.
What precise inference is.
The importance of tracking to support inference.
The importance of grammatical structures to create meaning and develop impressions.
The importance of narrative arc in reading.
That Freytag structure is used to chart narrative arc.
That grammar can be used to manipulate meaning.
A range of descriptive and figurative language 
What makes an engaging plot for narrative writing 

Know How:
To respond to the different component elements in Language 1. How theses draw on but are more focused in Language reading.
To make precise inferences.
To track and decode linguistic and stylistic features within the narrative arc of a prose extract.
To use grammatical structures to manipulate meaning by deploying a range of sentences structures that can be used for effect.
To develop a clear narrative voice with precision and control
To develop characters effectively with precision and control
To structure and develop narratives for effect with precision and control
To use descriptive and figurative language for effect with precision and control
To manage tension and drama in narrative writing with increasing precision and control


	EDUQAS Component
	Eduqas English Literature Component 1

	Rationale

	Pupils will be able to deepen their critical approach to poetry when exploring voices to remind in specific poems from the collection. They will be able to analyse how language conveys ideas with increasing criticality and draw on the different poetic voices studied across their Anthology study. They will examine how language and structure can be used to created subtle ideas and be able to develop their own personal appreciation of the genre. 

	Spring 2 

Summer 1












 
	Know:
The significance of context to 
The viewpoints and ideas in the collection
A range of poetic terminology for extended and precise analysis
Key themes of the anthology 
A range of descriptive and figurative language 
The structure and form of the poems in the anthology
That meaning is shaped by language 


Know How:
To integrate context into language analysis with increasing sophistication
To analyse poems and their meaning with increasing confidence and sophistication
To develop a precise and critical approach in extended analytical essays 
To offer substantiated personal responses to the collection
To use poetic terminology effectively to analyse subtle meanings and ideas
To write manipulate language, structure and tone 
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