


 
 KS5 Curriculum  overview
Curriculum Rationale 
At Key Stage 5, students study the AQA Language and Literature A Level exam specification.  We have ensured that the curriculum at KS3 and 4 has 
developed schemas that are built upon by the A level content to ensure that they are effectively prepared not only for their A level examination but 
for further education, training and the world of work beyond school.   
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	Teacher A 
	Teacher B 

	AQA 
Component  
	Telling Stories 
	Telling Stories 

	Rationale 
	Students begin the study of A level English Language and Literature by starting with the study of the Paris anthology. This introduces students to a range of the key language levels they will use throughout the course in a familiar context of non-fiction writing.  
	Students begin the study of A Level English Language and Literature with the study of Poetic Voices- Carol Ann Duffy. This introduces students to the idea of ‘poetic voice’ in their analysis of the set poems, building on the skills developed at GCSE.  

	Topic 1 
	Remembered Places – AQA Paris Anthology 
 

	Poetic Voices – Carol Ann Duffy Anthology  

	 
	Know  
The key subject terminology for pragmatics  
The key subject terminology of graphology 
The key subject terminology of prosaics 
The key subject terminology of lexis and semantics  
	Know  
What poetic voice is 
Some key contextual/ background information on Duffy 
The difference between dramatic monologue and lyric poetry  



	
	The concept of production and reception  
The contextual details of the texts in the Paris anthology  
The process of comparative analysis  
The context of both production and reception of the texts   
Know How 
To integrate language and literature analysis  
To structure an academic style essay  
To write effectively about contextual factors  
To annotate texts for meaning and for language levels  
To use language levels effectively in analysis  
To contribute to academic discussions  
To compare texts linked by theme  
To compare texts linked by language level 
To integrate analysis of the two texts  
 

	The key themes of the poems: childhood, memories, the past, relationships, nostalgia, place, power of language 
The key subject terminology of lexis and semantics, grammar, phonetics, phonology and prosodics, graphology and pragmatics 
 
 
Know How 
To apply a stylistic approach to analysis 
To structure an academic essay which does not compare 
To annotate texts for meaning, leading with linguistic terminology 
To contribute to academic discussions 
To read and then apply further academic reading to their analysis 
To write effectively about the construction of poetic voice 

	AQA 
Component  
	Telling Stories 
	Exploring Conflict  

	Rationale 
	Students build their understanding of language level terminology and their ability to understand how meaning is shaped through language by applying their knowledge from Paris to a fiction text.  
	Students build on their understanding of language level terminology through the introduction of dramatic techniques and how they are used to shape meanings. They also consider how genre and context impact on understanding of the play.  

	Topic 2 
	Imagined Worlds – The Lovely Bones
  

	Dramatic Encounters – The Herd 

	 
	Know  
The features of fantasy genre 
The social, biographical and historical context of the novel  
The more complex terminology of pragmatics  
The more complex terminology of lexis and semantics  
The key terminology of grammar  
	Know  
The features of contemporary family drama 
The features of naturalistic theatre 
The social, biographical and historical context of the play 
Key terminology in relation to stagecraft 
The key themes and motifs of the play 
The plot and characters 



	
	The key themes and motifs of the novel  
The plot and characters of the novel  
 
 
Know How 
[image: ]To integrate language and literature analysis in a literature text  
To write about how meaning is shaped by language  
To write effectively about contextual factors  
To synthesise information from across the text  
To select quotes judiciously  
To make deep analytical points about language  
To integrate points about genre and language  
	Different types of conflict 
 
Know How 
To integrate linguistic analysis in an academic essay 
To write about how meaning is shaped  
To integrate the impact of contextual factors into an essay 
To synthesise and select appropriate extracts from across the play 
To select quotations judiciously 
To make deep analytic points about language 
To integrate conventions of genre into an essay 

	AQA 
Component  
	Making Connections 
	Exploring Conflict 

	Rationale 
	Students being their NEA at a point in the sequence when they have studied a 
large portion of the exam content.  This enables students to build on their 
knowledge and pull from their learning across both exams to write their essay.  

	Students study The Suspicions of Mr Whicher in this unit to utilise everything they have learned in Year 12 in order to be able to write recreatively and evaluate their own linguistic choices effectively, applying relevant terminology from a range of language levels.  

	Topic 3 
	Non-Examined Assessment  
	Writing About Society – The Suspicions of Mr Whicher 

	 
	To select texts for study and analysis linked by theme  Know  
The remit of the NEA  
That context and genre are integral to analyse texts  
The criteria of a successful essay  
The methods and approaches to analysis  
 
Know How 

To use secondary reading to supplement their learning 
To evaluate secondary reading 
To annotate independently 
	Know  
The context of the novel with a particular focus on different societal groups Key themes and motifs 
The plot and characters 
 
Know How 
To approach planning and writing a recast, both as an included and excluded participant 
To create a recast which draws from the base text without being derivitive To structure a reflective commentary which makes clear comparisions between the base text and recast  



	
	To develop a robust academic inquiry question  
To develop an argument   
To explore character, theme and plot independently  
	 

	AQA 
Component  
	Telling Stories 
	Telling Stories and Exploring Conflict  

	Rationale 
	Having consolidated their learning from across the syllabus in their NEA, 
students revisit the Paris anthology and The Lovely Bones units to deepen and 
enrich their understanding and their ability to write about the texts in a more 
complex and challenging way.  

	Having now studied all core, students will revisit each to enrich their understanding, building on linguistic features and terminology and their academic essay writing skills.  

	Topic 4 
	Enriching Telling Stories 
	Enriching Poetic Voices/ Exploring Conflict 

	 
	Know  
The more complex terminology of all 5 language levels  
The genre devices and how these effect meaning  
What quest narrative are  
[image: ]What the Lebovian notions of tellability are and how they relate to the texts  
What unreliable narration is and how it links to other worldliness 
What bildungsroman is and how it is used in fantasy fiction  
 
Know How 
To integrate analysis of language and contextual features in an 
essay  
To think deeply about how meanings are shaped by both language 
and contextual factors  
To write in an academic style and register  
To be selective about the language levels discussed  
To be selective about the quotes used for analysis 

	Know  
How interpretations are influenced by writers’ choices and contexts 
The context and genre can impact on understanding 
The assessment objectives for each text question 
Key and more complex terminology from all five language levels The suggested timings for both exams 
 
Know How 
To develop understanding of the nature and function of poertic voice To develop understanding of how poetic voice can be seen as a 
representation and projection of identity 
To develop understanding of how poets use language t0 present time, place, people and events 
How to craft an academic essay covering two poems, without comparison  To use appropriate stylistic and linguistic terminology, concepts and methods to analyse genre, narrative, point of view and characterisation  
To craft creative and controlled interventions of TGG 
To communicate stylistic analysis of creative interventions through clear, well-structured commentaries  


	
	
	To develop expertise in analysing the meanings created by Williams’ crafting of characters, themes and use of the stage 
To apply terminology, concepts and methods accurately to ASND To build on ability to evaluate the importance of contextual factors and broader historical and social issues  
To best prepare for assessment 
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