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KS3 Programme of Study
Curriculum Rationale

The study of English at OLCC will equip pupils with the knowledge to become a relevant voice of the 21st Century. In order for students to comprehend the significance of the language that shapes our society today, it is crucial that we offer an innovative curriculum that examines the development of voices across key literary movements, both past and present. Our curriculum serves as a window through which students can view the world, and a mirror through which they can view themselves and master their own voices in an ever-evolving global society. We offer a knowledge-rich curriculum that examines shifting narrative perspectives, giving students the opportunity to delve into the concepts that shape the voices we study and allows them to experiment with, and manipulate their own voice. Thus, giving students the chance to delve into key English concepts like rhetoric, plot, grammar, language, oracy and context. We have aligned the texts we teach to the history curriculum in order to support mastery of how contexts of production help shape meaning. Students are encouraged to appreciate broad and diverse viewpoints, with an early focus on literary voices that celebrate attitudes and ideas, moving to an appreciation of how writers can challenge and manipulate attitudes and ideas. Ultimately, students will develop into critical readers and writers, who demonstrate an understanding of how their personal voice can shape the attitudes and ideas of others. Mastery of the powerful knowledge will allow pupils to become powerful voices for the future in their own right and to ‘be more,’ in service to society.











	Year 9

	The Big Question
	How does Malorie Blackman use the character voices of Dante and Adam to transform how the audience responds to critical contemporary issues? 

	Rationale 
	
This unit aims to extend pupils’ appreciation of voice to explore how Blackman challenges contemporary social assumptions. Having studied how writers celebrate and challenge values, attitudes and ideas through Year 7 and Year 8, students now consider how writers can transform attitudes, ideas and beliefs in literature. 


	Autumn 1/2 
	Know: 
· What stereotyping is
· The purpose of front cover and blurbs to convey meaning 
· Linguistic devices used to establish the narrative arc in an opening chapter 
· Grammatical and linguistic devices used to convey characters and themes
· What a narrative arc is 
· The key contemporary issues evident in the text 
· How stereotypes are presented in the mainstream media 
· The conventions of narrative writing.
· How dialogue helps convey character and plot
· How the semi colon can be used to build tension
Know how: 
· Stereotypes lead to assumptions about people, places and groups 
· To make precise inferences about characters and themes from front covers and blurbs 
· Analyse how Blackman creates the voice of the central character, Dante in the opening and foreshadows later events within the narrative arc
· How dialogue, metaphor and prose are manipulated to position the audience 
· How narrative arc is used to structure plot and character development across a text 
· Blackman confronts critical contemporary issues and manipulates the audience response
· Critical respond to media stereotyping through article writing
· To use the semi colon to build tension. 

	The Big Question
	How is the voice of power used by Shakespeare in King Lear? 


	Rationale
	This unit builds on the study of Shakespearean tragedy, drawing on the knowledge of Romeo and Juliet in Year 8. Pupils will study King Lear with a more critical approach and a deeper appreciation of authorial intent. They will explore character, theme, plot, language and structure with more focus on how Shakespeare positions the audience to respond.

	Spring 1/2
	Know:
· The plot, main characters and themes of King Lear 
· The difference between Elizabethan and Jacobean audiences 
· Where Jacobean Shakespearean literature fits within the literary timeline 
· The concept of Divine Right
· That the reception of the play has changed over time  
· That form is used to create meaning  
· The difference between prose and blank verse 
· Why characters speak using different forms – authorial intent 
· What iambic pentameter is 

Know how:
· To choose relevant and appropriate textual references 
· To use inference to explain the meaning of textual references 
· To comment on the effects of language choices (on a sentence level and a word level) 
· How Divine Right is conveyed through the character of King Lear
· To comment on the effects of literary devices 
· To make effective comments about the audience 
· To comment on the effect of prose and blank verse in relation to character analyses 
· To comment on the effects of rhyme and rhythm 

	The Big Question
	How is the voice of protest manipulated by Victorian non-fiction writers?  

	Rationale 
	Drawing on the voice of political protest studied through Animal Farm in Year 8, this unit allows students to explore how writers can shine a light on social inequality. They will read for deeper meanings, appreciating how the voices of protest and challenge are manipulated by writers during a time of increasing social injustice. Further appreciation of metaphor and symbolism will secure critical readings of authorial intent in KS4.  

	Spring 2/
Summer 1
	Know:   
· The impact of the Industrial Revolution on urban dwelling. 
· That writers can express their voice of protest through literature. 
· How sensory imagery can highlight the impact of deprivation. 
· That social class and wealth determined mortality and living conditions. 
· The foundations of Disease  
· Mayhew’s attitude to the family he visits and describes as, ‘struggling in the world.’  
· The conventions of a formal letters and persuasive talk

Know how:  
· To identify dangerous features of the environment in the Mayhew aspect. 
· To explore and analyse the tone or protest and criticism in Mayhew’s voice. 
· To analyse how sensory imagery is used in the Mayhew extract to emphasise the squalor and deprivation. 
· To evaluate Mayhew’s observations from a privileged viewpoint.  
· How noun phrases and verb choices emphasise viewpoint. 
· To express a critical viewpoint in the crafting of a formal letter to the MP. 
· To discuss ideas with peers 
· Be able to deliver a persuasive speech using powerful persuasive language.  
· Making clear reference to evidence to support viewpoint and 
· Using pace, tone and gesture to support content and ideas. 

	The Big Question
	How are different voices of war reflected in different genres of literature? 


	Rationale 
	This unit will expose students to a variety of different perspectives and voices of war. Building upon the study of how loss and conflict are represented in A Monster Call, in Year 7 and political contexts in An Animal Farm, in Year 8, pupils will begin to appreciate the importance of literature in shaping ideas in society. As well as developing an appreciation for historical and influential examples of literature it will raise awareness of more contemporary events from around the world. These different viewpoints will allow students to investigate different ways to create a unique voice in their writing.

	Summer 1/ Summer 2
	Know:
· A range of genres are used to explore the theme of war
· Different settings found within war themed literature what effects this has
· The voices and perspectives within different war themed examples of literature
· The breadth of those impacted by war through the different texts
· The quality and quantitative adjectives used by writers
 
Know how:
· To identify the voice and perspective in different war texts
· To consider and challenge alternative viewpoints
· Writer’s develop sympathy for characters within writing
· To use different quality and quantitative adjectives impact the reader
· To create a convincing voice in a war themed piece of writing    





	The Big Question
	How can I use my own voice to explore topical contemporary issues?

	Rationale
	This KS3/4 bridging unit will allow pupils to draw on the knowledge built through KS3 and give them some flexibility and scope in drawing their own conclusions and opinions about big world issues. They will be given the opportunity to explore contemporary nonfiction texts and create their own their own ‘real world’ written pieces. 

 

	Summer 2
	Know:
· What transactional writing is and examples of the different types
· Unique format and literary features used by writers within different types of transactional writing
· The specific purposes of transactional writing
· Where tone has been used to strengthen an argument 
 
Know how:
· To use different formats to produce specific types of transactional writing
· To develop responses to create 
· To create an appropriate tone for a variety of readers
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