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KS5 French Curriculum overview
	






KS5 Programme of Study
Curriculum Rationale

The KS5 French curriculum prepares students for the AQA A level in French and for further study/use of the language.
 During the course students will:
 • enhance their linguistic skills and promote and develop their capacity for critical thinking based on their knowledge and understanding of the language, culture and society of the country or countries where the language is spoken
 • develop control of the language system to convey meaning, using spoken and written skills, including an extended range of vocabulary, for both practical and intellectual purposes as increasingly confident, accurate and independent users of the language
 • develop their ability to interact effectively with users of the language in speech and in writing, including through online media 
• develop language learning skills and strategies, including communication strategies to sustain communication and build fluency and confidence
 • engage critically with intellectually stimulating texts, films and other materials in the original language, developing an appreciation of sophisticated and creative uses of the language and understanding them within their cultural and social context 
• develop knowledge about matters central to the society and culture, past and present, of the country or countries where the language is spoken 
• mediate between cultures and between speakers of the language and speakers of English
 • foster their ability to learn other languages
 • equip themselves with transferable skills such as autonomy, resourcefulness, creativity, critical thinking, and linguistic, cultural and cognitive flexibility that will enable them to proceed to further study or to employment 
• develop their capacity for critical and analytical thinking through the language of study
 • develop as independent researchers through the language of study.
Assessment objectives
 The exams will measure how students have achieved the following assessment objectives.
 AO1: Understand and respond: o in speech to spoken language including face-to-face interaction o in writing to spoken language drawn from a variety of sources.
 AO2: Understand and respond: o in speech to written language drawn from a variety of sources o in writing to written language drawn from a variety of sources.
 AO3: Manipulate the language accurately, in spoken and written forms, using a range of lexis and structure. 
AO4: Show knowledge and understanding of, and respond critically and analytically to, different aspects of the culture and society of countries/communities where the language is spoken.
	Autumn 1 Year 12
	Know: 
Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends
·  The changing nature of family
·  Grands-parents, parents et enfants – soucis et problèmes
·  Monoparentalité, homoparentalité, familles recomposées
·  La vie de couple – nouvelles tendances 
Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends The ‘cyber-society’
·  Qui sont les cybernautes ? 
· Comment la technologie facilite la vie quotidienne 
· Quels dangers la « cyber-société » pose-t-elle ?
Know how:
Do internet research
Organise notes
Managing vocabulary effectively
How to manage their own learning and self study 


	Grammar Focus 
	Revision of main grammar-bridging the gap from GCSE 
How to tackle grammar and accuracy issues 

	The Big Question 
	Current trends in French-speaking society

	Rationale

	

	Autumn 2
Year 12
	Know:
 
Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends The place of voluntary work 
· Qui sont et que font les bénévoles ?
·   Le bénévolat – quelle valeur pour ceux qui sont aidés ? 
·  Le bénévolat – quelle valeur pour ceux qui aident ?

Artistic culture in the French-speaking world Cinema: the 7th art form 
·  Pourquoi le septième art ?
·  Le cinéma – une passion nationale ?
·  Evolution du cinéma – les grandes lignes

Know how:
·  Give an oral presentation supported by notes.
·  Give an oral presentation without notes.
· Improve their register, via reading and listening .
· Analyse images.
· Analyse statistics.
· Guide discussion in their own direction, onto their own territory.
·  Counter arguments successfully.

	Grammar Focus
	Consolidation of tenses 
Pronouns position and order 

	The Big Question
	Importance of French cinema 

	Rationale

	

	Spring 1
Year 12
	
Know:  
WORKS: Film – currently ‘La Haine’
·  Key themes
·  Key characters 
· Public reaction to film 
·  Lighting/soundtrack etc 
·  Context 


Know how:
 
· Essay writing skills
· Analise a film 
· Express their own point of view


	Grammar Focus
	Verbs following by an infinitive
Dependant infinitives 
Perfect infinitives 

	The Big Question
	La Haine 

	Rationale

	
	
	

	Spring 2
Year 12
	
Know:  
Artistic culture in the French-speaking world A culture proud of its heritage 
·  Le patrimoine sur le plan national, régional et local 
·  Comment le patrimoine reflète la culture 
· Le patrimoine et le tourisme

Artistic culture in the French-speaking world Contemporary francophone music 
· La diversité de la musique francophone contemporaine 
·  Qui écoute et apprécie cette musique ? •
· Comment sauvegarder cette musique ?

Know how:
 
· Note-taking from listening passages, the teacher speaking or other students contributing
· Oral or mental remapping of phrases or ideas.
·  Being required to adopt a particular point of view on a subject, which is not necessarily one’s own.
· Anticipating other people’s arguments in a debate.
· Taking part in debates, discussions and presentations.
· Redraft work orally- to enrich and refine the first attempt.


	Grammar Focus
	Use of the infinitive, present participle (eg en arrivant) and past participle
Verbal paraphrases and their uses (including aller + infinitive, venir de + infinitive)
Passive voice:
· present tense
· other tenses (R).


	The Big Question
	Artistic culture in French speaking countries 
    

	Rationale
	
	
	

	Summer 1
Year 12 
	Know:
Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues Positive features of a diverse society 
·  L’enrichissement dû à la mixité ethnique 
· Diversité, tolérance et respect 
· Diversité – un apprentissage pour la vie

Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world Teenagers, the right to vote & political commitment 
· Pour ou contre le droit de vote ? 
·  Les ados et l’engagement politique : motivés ou démotivés ? 
· Quel avenir pour la politique ?
Know how: 
· Predict the sort of language the text will contain.
· Use a text illustrations.
· Use statistics in the text to infer  what sort of arguments the text is likely to contain.
· Identify  task expected to complete and what it is needed to do to tackle it efficiently. 
· To use  logic/ common sense as occasionally, texts will contain contradictory information. 
· To write a response that is  logical and consistent and addresses all different parts of the task.


	Grammar Focus
	Word order –Inversion after speech 
Time expressions
Indirect speech 

	The Big Question
	French- speaking world 

	Rationale
	
	 
	

	Summer 2
Year 12 
	Know:
· WORKS: Literary text – currently ‘Delphine de Vigan No et moi
’ 
· Key themes 
·  Key characters 
·  Symbolism 
· Context 
· Essay Writing skills


+ IRP Introduction and preparation

Know how to:  
· Conduct a research project
· Develop research skills 
· Analise and summarize findings 
· Present and discuss  those findings 

	Grammar Focus
	Consolidation of grammar seen in Y12
	




	Autumn 1 Year 13
	Know: 
Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues Life for the marginalised 
· Qui sont les marginalisés ?
· Quelle aide pour les marginalisés ?
· Quelles attitudes envers les marginalisés ? 
Know how:
Develop their knowledge about matters central to the target language country/countries both past and present.
Communicate with competence, accuracy and fluency between English and the target language in both spoken and written forms.


	Grammar Focus 
	Subjunctive mood:
· perfect tense
· imperfect tense (R).


	The Big Question 
	Current trends in French-speaking society

	Rationale

	

	Autumn 2
Year 13
	Know:
 Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world Politics and immigration 
·  Solutions politiques à la question de l’immigration 
·  L’immigration et les partis politiques
·  L’engagement politique chez les immigrés

Know how:
· Critically analyse two set texts in the target language.
· Develop transferable skills for the future such as critical thinking, creativity, cognitive flexibility etc
· Use independent research skills to deliver a presentation and lead a discussion in the target language on a topic of their interest in the Year 13 oral examination.


	Grammar Focus
	Passive voice all tenses 

	The Big Question
	French speaking political life  

	Rationale

	

	Spring 1
Year 13
	
Know:  
Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues How criminals are treated 
· Quelles attitudes envers la criminalité ? 
· La prison – échec ou succès ? 
·  D’autres sanctions
 Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world Demonstrations, strikes – who holds the power?
·  Le pouvoir des syndicats 
·  Manifestations et grèves – sont-elles efficaces ?
·  Attitudes différentes envers ces tensions politiques

Know how:
 
· Mediate between cultures and between speakers of the language and speakers of English 
· Equip themselves with transferable skills such as autonomy, resourcefulness, creativity, critical thinking, and linguistic, cultural and cognitive flexibility that will enable them to proceed to further study or to employment   

	Grammar Focus
	Revision  

	The Big Question
	French Speaking society  

	Rationale

	
	
	

	Spring 2
Year 13
	
Know:  
Revision of Year 1 topics Year 1 topics Year 2 topic ‘top-up’ Exam skills improvement

Know how:
 
· Engage critically with intellectually stimulating texts, films and other materials in the original language, developing an appreciation of sophisticated and creative uses of the language and understanding them within their cultural and social context  .


	Grammar Focus
	Revision.


	The Big Question
	Are we ready  
    

	Rationale
	
	
	

	Summer 
	Know:
Revision Year 1 topics Year 2 topic ‘top-up’ Exam skills improvement
Know how: 
· Develop control of the language system to convey meaning, using spoken and written skills, including an extended range of vocabulary, for both practical and intellectual purposes as increasingly confident, accurate and independent users of the language


	Grammar Focus
	Revision  

	The Big Question
	Are we ready 

	Rationale
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