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	KS5 Curriculum Overview                 Year 13 Teacher 1  Christianity, Religious Experience and Religious Language 


	Unit
	Option A: A Study of Christianity and Philosophy 


	Rationale 
	Component 1 and 2 A Study of Christianity and Philosophy 

Half term one will be taught alongside the other remaining theme from Christianity. 
These will build on the themes studied in year one but with some of the more difficult evaluative topics left until this year. 

Theme 2 of Christianity will build well on the foundations of Philosophy provided in year 12 and allow for the development needed for the study of language which will come later in this academic year. 

Religious language has been left until the final part of the course as it is often found to be quite difficult by a number of our students. The underpinning provided by first doing meta ethics and the synoptic connections which they will be able to draw on will make this more manageable.
 



	Autumn 
	Theme 2: Religious concepts and religious life

Know:
Religious concepts – the nature of God: Is God male? The issue of male language about God; the pastoral benefits and challenges of the model of Father; Sallie McFague and God as Mother. Can God suffer? The impassibility of God; the modern view of a suffering God illustrated by Jurgen Moltmann (The Crucified God)
Religious concepts – the Trinity: The need for the doctrine of the Trinity: the nature and identity of Christ (issues of divinity and pre-existence) and Christ’s relationship with the Father (co-equal and co-eternal). The origin of the Holy Spirit: the filioque controversy.
Religious concepts – the Atonement: Three theories of the Atonement (which are not mutually exclusive): the death of Jesus as Christus Victor (with reference to the liberation of humanity from hostile powers); the death of Jesus as a substitution (both the belief that Jesus died as a substitute for humanity, and the belief that only the divine-human Jesus could act as a sacrifice by God for the sake of humanity); the death of Jesus as a moral example (of how to live and die). The underlying assumptions about the need for divine forgiveness and the conflict between the wrath and love of God in theories of the Atonement.
Religious life – faith and works: Luther’s arguments for justification by faith alone (with reference to Romans 1:17; 5:1; Ephesians 2:8- 9; Galatians 2:16 and Luther’s rejection of James 2:24); the Council of Trent as a response to Luther; E. P. Sanders and the role of works in justification.
Religious life – the community of believers: The New Testament community of believers as a model for churches today (with reference to Acts 2:42-47); the role of churches in providing worship and sacraments, religious teaching, mission, service and outreach, and fellowship for the community of believers.
Religious life – key moral principles: Selected key moral principles of Christianity: the importance of love of neighbour (Leviticus 19:34; Luke 10:25-28); God’s love as a potential model for Christian behaviour (Exodus 34:6-7; 1 John 4:19- 21); regard for truth (1 Samuel 12:24; Ephesians 4:25-27); the role of conscience (2 Corinthians 1:12; 1 Timothy 1:5); and the need for forgiveness (Matthew 6:14-15; Colossians 3:12-13).

Know how to Explain with Evidence and Explain Divergence. Know how to make synoptic connections between the elements of the course studied so far. 

This first term will build on the disciplinary skills of year 12- Outline, Explain, Explain with Evidence, Describe, Explain Divergence and Evaluate. 

Tasks in this first half term will focus on Assessment Objective 1 Knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Students will need to be able to Explain with Evidence from scholars and schools of thought and Explain the Divergence that exists in Christian thought.
In the second part of this term students will be re-introduced to Assessment Objective 2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, including their significance, influence and study.

Analysis, evaluation and the synoptic connections between elements of the course will be the focus of our skills build in year 13.

Issues for analysis and evaluation will be drawn from any aspect of the content above, such as: 
• The validity of referring to God as mother. • The theological implications of a suffering God. • The monotheistic claims of the doctrine of the Trinity. • Whether the doctrine of the Trinity is necessary to understand the God of Christianity. • The extent to which the three theories of the Atonement are contradictory. • The extent to which the three theories suggest that the Christian God is cruel.

· The extent to which both faith and works are aspects of justification. • The extent to which the New Testament letters support arguments for justification by faith alone. • Whether the main role of the Church is to provide religious teaching. • The extent to which contemporary Christian churches should follow the New Testament model. • Whether love of neighbour is the most important moral principle in Christianity. • The extent to which God’s behaviour towards humans is the basis for Christian morality





	Autumn/ Spring
	

Theme 3: Religious Experience This theme considers how the philosophy of religion has, over time, influenced and been influenced by developments in religious beliefs and practices.

Know:
The nature of religious experience with particular reference to: Visions – sensory; intellectual; dreams. Conversion – individual/communal; sudden/gradual. Mysticism – transcendent; ecstatic and unitive. Prayer – types and stages of prayer according to Teresa of Avila
Mystical experience: William James’ four characteristics of mystical experience: ineffable, noetic, transient and passive. Rudolf Otto – the concept of the numinous; mysterium tremendum; the human predisposition for religious experience
Challenges to the objectivity and authenticity of religious experience: With reference to Caroline Franks Davis (description-related; subject-related and object-related challenges). Claims of religious experience rejected on grounds of misunderstanding; claims delusional - possibly related to substance misuse, fantastical claims contrary to everyday experiences. Challenges: individual experiences valid even if non-verifiable; claims could be genuine - integrity of individual; one-off experiences can still be valid even if never repeated.
The influence of religious experience on religious practice and faith: Value for religious community including: affirmation of belief system; promotion of faith value system; strengthening cohesion of religious community. Value for individual including faith restoring; strengthening faith in face of opposition; renewal of commitment to religious ideals and doctrines.
Miracles the definitions of: St Thomas Aquinas (miracles different from the usual order), David Hume (transgression of a law of nature), R.F. Holland (contingency miracle), Richard Swinburne (religious significance). Consideration of reasons why religious believers accept that miracles occur: evidence from sacred writings; affirmation of faith traditions; personal experience
A comparative study of two key scholars from within and outside the Christian tradition and their contrasting views on the possibility of miracles: David Hume – his scepticism of miracles including challenges relating to testimony based belief; credibility of witnesses; susceptibility of belief; contradictory nature of faith claims. Richard Swinburne – his defence of miracles, including definitions of natural laws and contradictions of Hume’s arguments regarding contradictory nature of faith claims and credibility of witnesses.


Know how to Analyse, Evaluate and Connect 

Assessment Objective 2 is worth 60% of the marks in the exam and so will form the main focus of timed assessment during this term  Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, including their significance, influence and study.
Synoptic connection between elements of the course such as religious experience and free will and determinism will become the more relevant to those hoping to achieve grades A and B. 



Issues for analysis and evaluation will be drawn from any aspect of the content above, such as: 
· The impact of religious experiences upon religious belief and practice. • Whether different types of religious experience can be accepted as equally valid in communicating religious teachings and beliefs. • The adequacy of James’ four characteristics in defining mystical experience. • The adequacy of Otto’s definition of ‘numinous’. • The extent to which the challenges to religious experience are valid. • The persuasiveness of Franks Davis’ different challenges

· The impact of religious experiences upon religious belief and practice. • Whether religious communities are entirely dependent on religious experiences. • The adequacy of different definitions of miracles. • How far different definitions of miracles can be considered as contradictory. • The effectiveness of the challenges to belief in miracles. • The extent to which Swinburne’s responses to Hume can be accepted as valid

	Spring / Summer
	Theme 4: Religious language This theme considers how the philosophy of religion has, over time, influenced and been influenced by developments in religious beliefs and practices.

Know:
Inherent problems of religious language: Limitations of language for traditional conceptions of God such as infinite and timeless; challenge to sacred texts and religious pronouncements as unintelligible; challenge that religious language is not a common shared base and experience; the differences between cognitive and non-cognitive language.
Religious language as cognitive (traditional religious view), but meaningless (Logical Positivists' view): Logical Positivism - Verification (A. J. Ayer) – religious ethical language as meaningless; there can be no way in which we could verify the truth or falsehood of the propositions (e.g. God is good, murder is wrong); falsification nothing can counter the belief (Antony Flew). Criticisms of verification: the verification principle cannot itself be verified; neither can historical events; universal scientific statements; the concept of eschatological verification goes against this. Criticisms of falsification: Richard Hare – bliks (the way that a person views the world gives meaning to them even if others do not share the same view); Basil Mitchell – partisan and the stranger (certain things can be meaningful even when they cannot be falsified); Swinburne – toys in the cupboard (concept meaningful even though falsifying the statement is not possible).
Religious language as non-cognitive and analogical: Proportion and attribution (St Thomas Aquinas) and qualifier and disclosure (Ian Ramsey). Challenges including how far analogies can give meaningful insights into religious language. A consideration of how these two views (Aquinas/Ramsey) can be used to help understand religious teachings.
Religious language as non-cognitive and symbolic: Functions of symbols (John Randall); God as that which concerns us ultimately (Paul Tillich). Challenges including whether a symbol is adequate or gives the right insights. A consideration of how these two views (Randall/Tillich) can be used to help understand religious teachings.
Religious language as non-cognitive and mythical: Complex form of mythical language that communicates values and insights into purpose of existence. Supportive evidence – different forms of myths to convey meaning: creation myths; myths of good against evil; heroic myths. Myths help to overcome fears of the unknown; myths effective way of transmitting religious, social and ethical values. Challenges: problem of competing myths; meanings of myths change over time as they reflect the values of society as societal constructs; demythologisation of myths results in varying interpretations, myths often incompatible with scientific understanding of the world.
Religious language as a language game: Meaningful to people who participate in same language game (Ludwig Wittgenstein). Supportive evidence – non-cognitive form of language provides meaning to participants within language game; consider use of language not meaning; language games fit with coherence theory of truth; religious language as expressions of belief. Challenges, including rejection of any true propositions in religion that can be empirically verified; does not allow for meaningful conversations between different groups of language users; does not provide adequate meaning for the word ‘God’.

Know how to Explain with Evidence, Explain Divergence, Analyse and Evaluate and Synoptic thinking through connections. 
In this term the focus will shift to student’s ability to use their Assessment Objective 1 and Assessment Objective 2 skills in writing and in timed conditions. These assessments will help to ensure that students are prepared for the exam series. Students will be taught to use the time available effectively during the exam. This area of study is one of the most useful elements of the course for synoptic assessment. 
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Issues for analysis and evaluation will be drawn from any aspect of the content above, such as: 



· The solutions presented by religious philosophers for the inherent problems of using religious language. • The exclusive context of religious belief for an understanding of religious language. • The persuasiveness of arguments asserting either the meaningfulness or meaninglessness of religious language. • How far Logical Positivism should be accepted as providing a valid criterion for meaning in the use of language. • To what extent do the challenges to Logical Positivism provide convincing arguments to non-religious believers. • Whether non-cognitive interpretations are valid responses to the challenges to the meaning of religious language.

· The effectiveness of the terms non-cognitive, analogical and mythical as solutions to the problems of religious language. • The relevance of religious language issues in the 21st century. • The extent to which language games provide a suitable way of resolving the problems of religious language. • Whether symbolic language can be agreed as having adequate meaning as a form of language. • How far the works of Randall and Tillich provide a suitable counter-challenge to Logical Positivism. • Whether the strengths of language games outweigh the weaknesses
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