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	KS5 Curriculum Overview                 Year 13 Teacher 2  Christianity, Meta Ethics and Free Will and Determinism 


	Unit
	Option A: A Study of Christianity and Ethics


	Rationale 
	Component 1 and 3 A Study of Christianity and Ethics 

Half term one will be taught alongside the other remaining theme from Christianity. 

These will build on the themes studied in year one but with some of the more difficult evaluative topics left until this year. 
Theme 4 of Christianity is underpinned by some of the areas of diversity studied in year 12 and will further allow students to develop the synoptic skills that they have begun to develop at the end of the first year. 

The introduction of Meta-Ethics in the second part of this term will be the students’ first study of the more difficult linguistic areas of the course before developing this later in the year in the Philosophy topic of religious language. 

Free will and determinism requires a great deal of synoptic thinking given its implications for the other areas of study. Students will be well prepared to undertake this having studied all but the unrelated religious language section of the course.


	Autumn 
	Theme 4: Religious practices that shape religious identity

Know:
Religious identity through diversity in baptism: The case for infant baptism by Augustine and Zwingli (the role of baptism in salvation; the role and importance of Christian parents); the case for believer’s baptism with reference to Karl Barth (the example of Christ; importance of consent).
Religious identity through diversity in Eucharist: The importance of the Eucharist in the life of contemporary Christian communities; selected Roman Catholic theories (transubstantiation, transignification and transfinalization); selected Protestant approaches (consubstantiation and memorialism); the similarities in Eucharistic practice in Christian traditions
Religious identity through diversity in festivals: Christmas The similarities (with reference to the focus on incarnation of Christ) and differences (date of celebration; focus of Advent season; Christmas services) between the Eastern Orthodox and the Western churches' celebration of Christmas. Easter The similarities (with reference to the doctrine of the resurrection of Christ) and differences (date; liturgical practice at Easter; the diversity within each stream of tradition) between the Eastern Orthodox and the Western churches’ celebration of Easter.
Religious identity through unification: The development of the Ecumenical Movement since 1910 (World Missionary Conference); the World Council of Churches, its rationale, its mission and its work in three main areas: Unity, Mission, and Ecumenical Relations; Public Witness and Diakonia; and Ecumenical Formation.
Religious identity through religious experience: The development of the Charismatic Movement post-1960; main beliefs; implications for Christian practice in the experience of believers and Christian communities; philosophical challenges to charismatic experience (verification and natural explanation).
Religious identity through responses to poverty and injustice: The basis (political, ethical and religious) of South American liberation theology with reference to Gustavo Gutierrez and Leonardo Boff; Roman Catholic Church responses to South American liberation theology.

Know how to Explain with Evidence and Explain Divergence. Know how to make synoptic connections between the elements of the course studied so far

This first term will build on the disciplinary skills of year 12- Outline, Explain, Explain with Evidence, Describe, Explain Divergence and Evaluate. 

Tasks in this first half term will focus on Assessment Objective 1 Knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Students will need to be able to Explain with Evidence from scholars and schools of thought and Explain the Divergence that exists in Christian thought.
In the second part of this term students will be re-introduced to Assessment Objective 2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, including their significance, influence and study.

Analysis, evaluation and the synoptic connections between elements of the course will be the focus of our skills build in year 13. 

Issues for analysis and evaluation will be drawn from any aspect of the content above, such as: 
• Whether the work of the World Council of Churches can be viewed as a success or a failure. • The extent to which the non-membership of the Roman Catholic Church affects the aims of the World Council of Churches. • The strengths and weaknesses of the Charismatic Movement. • Whether a natural explanation for charismatic experiences conflicts with the religious value of the experience. • Whether the political and ethical foundations of liberation theology are more important than any religious foundations. • The extent to which liberation theology offered a cultural challenge to the Roman Catholic Church.

· Whether the work of the World Council of Churches can be viewed as a success or a failure. • The extent to which the non-membership of the Roman Catholic Church affects the aims of the World Council of Churches. • The strengths and weaknesses of the Charismatic Movement. • Whether a natural explanation for charismatic experiences conflicts with the religious value of the experience. • Whether the political and ethical foundations of liberation theology are more important than any religious foundations. • The extent to which liberation theology offered a cultural challenge to the Roman Catholic Church


	Autumn/ Spring
	
Theme 1: Ethical Thought- This theme considers how the study of ethics has, over time, influenced and been influenced by developments in religious beliefs and practices and the philosophy of religion.

Know:
Divine Command Theory: God as the origin and regulator of morality; right or wrong as objective truths based on God’s will/command, moral goodness is achieved by complying with divine command; divine command a requirement of God’s omnipotence; divine command as an objective meta-physical foundation for morality. Robert Adams’ ‘Modified Divine Command Theory’ (divine command based on God’s omnibenevolence). Challenges: the Euthyphro dilemma (inspired by Plato); arbitrariness problem (divine command theory renders morality as purely arbitrary); pluralism objection (different religions claim different divine commands).
Virtue Theory: Ethical system based on defining the personal qualities that make a person moral; the focus on a person’s character rather than their specific actions; Aristotle’s moral virtues (based on the deficiency; the excess and the mean); Jesus’ teachings on virtues (the Beatitudes). Challenges: virtues are not a practical guide to moral behaviour; issue of cultural relativism (ideas on the good virtues are not universal); virtues can be used for immoral acts.
Ethical Egoism: Agent focused ethic based on self-interest as opposed to altruism; ethical theory that matches the moral agent's psychological state (psychological egoism); concentration on long term self-interests rather than short term interests; Max Stirner, is self-interest the root cause of every human action even if it appears altruistic? Rejection of egoism for material gain; union of egoists. Challenges: destruction of a community ethos; social injustices could occur as individuals put their own interests first; a form of bigotry (why is one moral agent more important than any other?).
Meta-ethical approaches - Naturalism: Objective moral laws exist independently of human beings, moral terms can be understood by analysing the natural world; ethical statements are cognitivist and can be verified or falsified; verified moral statements are objective truths and universal. F.H. Bradley - ethical sentences express propositions; objective features of the world make propositions true or false; meta-ethical statements can be seen in scientific terms. Challenges: Hume’s Law (the is-ought problem); Moore’s Naturalistic Fallacy (moral language is indefinable); the Open Question Argument (moral facts cannot be reduced to natural properties).
Meta-ethical approaches - Intuitionism: Objective moral laws exist independently of human beings; moral truths can be discovered by using our minds in an intuitive way; intuitive ability is innate and the same for all moral agents; intuition needs a mature mind so not infallible; allows for objective moral values. H.A. Prichard, ‘ought to do’ has no definition; recognise what we ‘ought to do’ by intuition; two ways of thinking (general and moral). Challenges: no proof of moral intuition exists; intuitive ‘truths’ can differ widely; no obvious way to resolve conflicting intuitions.
Meta-ethical approaches – Emotivism: Theory that believes objective moral laws do not exist; a non-cognitivist theory; moral terms express personal emotional attitudes and not propositions; ethical terms are just expressions of personal approval (hurrah) or disapproval (boo); explains why people disagree about morality. A.J. Ayer - ethical statements are neither verifiable nor analytic; made to express joy or pain (emotion); expressed to be persuasive; emotivism is not subjectivism. Challenges: no basic moral principles can be established; ethical debate becomes a pointless activity; there is no universal agreement that some actions are wrong.



Know how to Analyse, Evaluate and Connect

Assessment Objective 2 is worth 60% of the marks in the exam and so will form the main focus of timed assessment during this term  Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, including their significance, influence and study.
Synoptic connection between elements of the course such as religious experience and free will and determinism will become the more relevant to those hoping to achieve grades A and B. 


Issues for analysis and evaluation will be drawn from any aspect of the content above, such as: 
· Whether morality is what God commands. • Whether being a good person is better than just doing good deeds. • Whether Virtue Theory is useful when faced with a moral dilemma. • The extent to which Ethical Egoism inevitably leads to moral evil. • The extent to which all moral actions are motivated by self-interest. • Whether one of Divine Command Theory, Virtue Theory or Ethical Egoism is superior to the other theories

· Whether ethical and non-ethical statements are the same. • The extent to which ethical statements are not objective. • Whether moral terms are intuitive. • The extent to which moral terms are just expressions of our emotions. • Whether one of Naturalism, Intuitionism or Emotivism is superior to the other theories. • The extent to which the different meta-ethical theories encourage moral debate


	Spring / Summer
	Theme 4: Determinism and Free will – This theme considers how the study of ethics has, over time, influenced and been influenced by developments in religious beliefs and practices and the philosophy of religion.

Know:
Religious concepts of predestination, with reference to the teachings of: St Augustine: Doctrine of Original Sin: role of concupiscence, humanity as "a lump of sin" (massa peccati), an essentially 'free' human nature (liberum abitrium), the loss of human liberty (libertas) to our sinful nature, God's grace and atonement for the Elect / Saints. John Calvin: Doctrine of Election: the absolute power of God, the corrupted nature of humans, the Elect and the Reprobates, unconditional election, limited atonement, irresistible grace and perseverance of the elect.
Concepts of determinism: Hard determinism: philosophical (John Locke - free will is an illusion, man in bedroom illustration), scientific (biological determinism - human behaviour is controlled by an individual's genes), psychological (Ivan Pavlov - classical conditioning). Soft determinism: Thomas Hobbes (internal and external causes), A.J. Ayer (caused acts v forced acts).
The implications of predestination / determinism: The implications of determinism (hard and soft) on moral responsibility: the worth of human ideas of rightness, wrongness and moral value, the value in blaming moral agents for immoral acts, the usefulness of normative ethics. The implications of predestination on religious belief: the link between God and evil, the implications for God’s omnipotence and omnibenevolence, the use of prayer and the existence of miracles.
Religious concepts of free will, with reference to the teachings of: Pelagius: The role of original sin, humanity maturing in God’s image and accepting the responsibility of free will, free will as used to follow God’s laws, the role of grace in salvation. Arminius: Denial of the Calvinist view of predestination, the effect of original sin on free will, God's 'prevenient' grace (the Holy Spirit) in allowing humans to exercise free will, the Elect and the possibility of rejecting God's grace, the election of believers being conditional on faith.
Concepts of libertarianism: Philosophical (Jean Paul Sartre: man is not free not to be free, waiter illustration), scientific (Angela Sirigu's research evidence that the brain allows for free will), psychological (Carl Rogers: humanist approach, self-actualisation).
The implications of libertarianism and free will: The implications of libertarianism on moral responsibility: the worth of human ideas of rightness, wrongness and moral value, the value in blaming moral agents for immoral acts, the usefulness of normative ethics. The implications of free will on religious belief: the link between God and evil, the implications for God’s omnipotence and omnibenevolence, the use of prayer and the existence of miracles.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Know how to Explain with Evidence, Explain Divergence, Analyse and Evaluate and Synoptic thinking through connections. 

In this term the focus will shift to student’s ability to use their Assessment Objective 1 and Assessment Objective 2 skills in writing and in timed conditions. These assessments will help to ensure that students are prepared for the exam series. Students will be taught to use the time available effectively during the exam. This area of study is the most useful element of the course for synoptic assessment. 

Issues for analysis and evaluation will be drawn from any aspect of the content above, such as: 
· A consideration of whether religious believers should accept predestination. • The extent to which God predestines humanity. • The extent to which philosophical, scientific and/or psychological determinism illustrate that humanity has no free will. • Strengths and weaknesses of Hard and/or Soft Determinism. • Whether moral responsibility is an illusion. • The extent to which predestination influences our understanding of God.

· How convincing are religious views on free will. • The extent to which an individual has free choice. • The extent to which philosophical, scientific and/or psychological views on libertarianism inevitably lead people to accept libertarianism. • The extent to which free moral agents should follow a normative ethic. • The degree to which free will makes the use of prayer irrelevant. • The degree to which beliefs about free will can be reconciled with beliefs about predestination.
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