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	KS5 Curriculum Overview                 Year 12 Teacher 2  Christianity and Normative Ethics 


	Unit
	Option A: A Study of Christianity


	Rationale 
	A Study of Christianity- Knowledge and understanding of religion and belief
Theme 1: Religious figures and sacred texts. 
Theme 3: Significant social and historical developments in religious thought.

This will be taught alongside the first theme studied in Philosophy in year 12. It will provide a sound introduction to the level of scriptural knowledge that will be required at A-level whilst at the same time complimenting the work done at GCSE on Catholic Christian beliefs. 
Baseline assessment will be used to assess the retention of this knowledge as well as to assess the needs of external students who will have studied with a different exam board. 
Theme 3 will follow theme 1 in Christianity which should give students a good foundation of Biblical knowledge to begin to investigate the diversity of practice that exists in this theme.  Science and Atheism parallels this term in Philosophy through the problem of Evil and psychological explanations for the existence of religion. The new atheism and the place of religion within society will be covered from both perspectives.  
In the Summer Term, Teleological ethics will be taught alongside deontological ethics to aid the students in their understanding through the contrasting normative approaches. 


	Autumn 
	Theme 1: Religious figures and sacred texts. 

Know:
Jesus – his birth: Consistency and credibility of the birth narratives (Matthew 1:18-2:23; Luke 1:26-2:40); harmonisation and redaction; interpretation and application of the birth narratives to the doctrine of the incarnation (substantial presence and the kenotic model).
Jesus – his resurrection: The views of Rudolf Bultmann and N.T. Wright on the relation of the resurrection event to history; interpretation and application to the understanding of death, the soul, resurrected body and the afterlife, with reference to Matthew 10:28; John 20-21; 1 Corinthians 15; Philippians 1:21-24.
The Bible as a source of wisdom and authority in daily life: The ways in which the Bible is considered authoritative: as a source of moral advice (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14; Luke 6:36-37); as a guide to living (Psalm 119:9-16; Psalm 119:105-112); as teaching on the meaning and purpose of life (Genesis 1:26-28; Ecclesiastes 9:5-9) and as a source of comfort and encouragement (Psalm 46:1-3; Matthew 6:25).
The Bible as a source of wisdom and authority: How the Christian biblical canon was established. Diverse views on the Bible as the word of God: different understandings of inspiration (the objective view of inspiration; the subjective view of inspiration; John Calvin’s doctrine of accommodation).
The early church (in Acts of the Apostles): Its message and format: the kerygmata as presented by C. H. Dodd, with reference to Acts 2:14-39; 3:12-26. The challenges to the kerygmata (with reference to the historical value of the speeches in Acts and the work of Rudolf Bultmann). The adapting of the Christian message to suit the audience.
Two views of Jesus: A comparison of the work of two key scholars, including their views of Jesus with reference to their different methods of studying Jesus: John Dominic Crossan and N. T. Wright. Crossan: Jesus the social revolutionary; using apocryphal gospels; seeing Jesus as a product of his time; what the words of Jesus would have meant in Jesus’ time. Wright: Jesus the true Messiah; critical realism; texts as ‘the articulation of worldviews’; seeks to find the best explanation for the traditions found in the Gospels.

Know how to Explain with Evidence and Explain Divergence

This first term will build on the disciplinary skills of Key Stage 4- Outline, Explain, Explain with Evidence, Describe, Explain Divergence and Evaluate. 

Tasks in this first term will focus on Assessment Objective 1 Knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Students will need to be able to Explain with Evidence from scholars and schools of thought and Explain the Divergence that exists in Christian thought.

In the second part of this term students will be introduced to Assessment Objective 2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, including their significance, influence and study.


Issues for analysis and evaluation will be drawn from any aspect of the content above, such as: 
• The extent to which the birth narratives provide insight into the doctrine of the incarnation. • The relative importance of redaction criticism for understanding the biblical birth narratives. • The nature of the resurrected body. • The historical reliability of the resurrection. • The relative value of the Bible as teaching on the meaning and purpose of life. • The extent to which the Psalms studied offer a guide to living for Christians.

The extent to which the Bible can be regarded as the inspired word of God. • Whether the Christian biblical canonical orders are inspired, as opposed to just the texts they contain. • The extent to which the kerygmata (within the areas of Acts studied) are of any value for Christians today. • Whether the speeches in Acts have any historical value. • The validity of using critical realism to understand Jesus. • The validity of using apocryphal gospels to understand Jesus






	Spring
	
Theme 3: Significant social and historical developments in religious thought

Know:
Social developments in religious thought – attitudes towards wealth: The dangers of wealth (with reference to Mark 10:17-25; Matthew 6:25-34; Luke 12:33-34, 1 Timothy 6:10); apparent contradiction between biblical teaching on stewardship and the ascetic ideal; the prosperity gospel of the Word-Faith movement.
Social developments in religious thought – migration and Christianity in the UK: The challenges of Christian migration to the UK, with reference to assimilation, provision of worship, style of worship and issues of culture. The reverse mission movement to the UK.
The relationship between religion and society: religion, equality and discrimination. Social developments in religious thought – feminist theology and the changing role of men and women: The contribution of Mary Daly and Rosemary Radford Ruether to feminist theology. The changing role of men and women with reference to the issue of the ordination of women priests and bishops; the impact on the lives of believers and communities within Christianity today.
The relationship between religion and society: respect and recognition and the ways that religious traditions view other religions and non-religious worldviews and their truth claims. 
Historical developments in religious thought – challenges from secularisation: The conflicting religious and non-religious views on Christianity in the UK (the value of Christian faith schools; whether the UK can be called a ‘Christian country’); beliefs conflicting with laws of the country; perceived challenges to Christianity (decline of role and status of Christianity; reduced impact in public life; restricted religious liberty).
The relationship between religion and society: respect and recognition and the ways that religious traditions view other religions and non-religious worldviews and their truth claims. Historical developments in religious thought – challenges from science: Richard Dawkins’ and Alister McGrath’s contrasting views on the relationship between religion and science, and the nature of proof; the limits of science; the ‘God of the gaps’ argument.
Historical developments in religious thought – challenges from pluralism and diversity within a tradition: Difference between religious pluralism and tolerance of religious diversity; the exclusivist and inclusivist views expressed in the Christian Bible (Deut 6:5; Joshua 23:16; John 14:6; Acts 4:12); the contribution of John Hick and Karl Rahner to Christian inclusivism (and the difference between their positions); the differences between Christian universalism and pluralistic universalism.

Know how to Analyse and Evaluate 

Assessment Objective 2 will become a much stronger focus of this term  Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, including their significance, influence and study.




Issues for analysis and evaluation will be drawn from any aspect of the content above, such as: 
· The extent to which wealth is a sign of God’s blessing. • Whether the ascetic ideal is compatible with Christianity. • The extent to which the UK is a modern mission field. • The relative ease of assimilation of Christian migrants into Christian churches in the UK. • Whether men and women are equal in Christianity. • The extent to which feminist theology impacts modern Christian practice.

· The effectiveness of the Christian response to the challenge of secularism. • The extent to which the UK can be called a Christian country. • The extent to which a scientist must be an atheist. • Whether science has reduced the role of God in Christianity. • The extent to which it is possible to be both a committed Christian and a religious pluralist. • The extent to which the Christian Bible promotes exclusivism




	Spring / Summer
	Ethics Theme 2: Deontological Ethics
This theme considers how the study of ethics has, over time, influenced and been influenced by developments in religious beliefs and practices and the philosophy of religion.

Know:
St Thomas Aquinas’ Natural Law - laws and precepts as the basis of morality: Aquinas’ four levels of law (eternal, divine, natural and human); Natural Law derived from rational thought; based on a belief in a divine creator (the highest good as being the rational understanding of God's final purpose). Natural Law as a form of moral absolutism and a theory which has both deontological and teleological aspects. The five primary precepts (preservation of life, ordered society, worship of God, education and reproduction of the human species) as derived from rational thought and based on the premise of 'doing good and avoiding evil'; the secondary precepts which derive from the primary precepts; the importance of keeping the precepts in order to establish a right relationship with God and gain eternal life with God in heaven.
Aquinas’ Natural Law - the role of virtues and goods in supporting moral behaviour: The need for humans to be more God-like by developing the three revealed virtues (faith, hope and charity) and four cardinal virtues (fortitude, temperance, prudence and justice). Aquinas' definition of different types of acts and goods: internal acts (the intention of the moral agent when carrying out an action) and external acts (the actions of a moral agent); real goods (correctly reasoned goods that help the moral agent achieve their telos) and apparent goods (wrongly reasoned goods that don’t help the moral agent achieve their God given purpose).
Aquinas’ Natural Law - application of the theory: The application of Aquinas’ Natural Law to both of the issues listed below: 1. abortion 2. voluntary euthanasia
John Finnis’ development of Natural Law: Development of the seven basic human goods (life, knowledge, friendship, play, aesthetic experience, practical reasonableness and religion); distinction between theoretical / practical reason; Nine Requirements of Practical Reason (view life as a whole, no arbitrary preference amongst values (goods), basic goods apply equally to all, do not become obsessed with a particular project, use effort to improve, plan your actions to do the most good, never harm a basic good, foster common good in the community and act in your own conscience and authority); the common good and the need for authority.
Bernard Hoose's overview of the Proportionalist debate: As a hybrid of Natural Law, a deontological / teleological ethic; a Proportionalist maxim (‘it is never right to go against a principle unless there is a proportionate reason which would justify it’); distinction between an evil moral act (an immoral act) and pre-moral/ontic evil; distinction between a good act (an act that follows the moral rule) and a right act (an act that is not necessarily a good act, but creates the lesser of two evils); proportionality based on agape.
Finnis’ Natural Law and Proportionalism: application of the theory: The application of Finnis’ Natural Law and Proportionalism to both of the issues listed below: 1. immigration 2. capital punishment

Know how to Explain with Evidence, Explain Divergence, Analyse and Evaluate and Synoptic thinking. 
In this term the focus will shift to student’s ability to use their Assessment Objective 1 and Assessment Objective 2 skills in writing and in timed conditions. These assessments will help to ensure that students are prepared fully for year 13. This will include 
At this point they will also be introduced to the concept of synoptic thinking and connections in A Level Religious Studies and how it will be examined. This will be done through the contrast of teleological and deontological ethics. 

Issues for analysis and evaluation will be drawn from any aspect of the content above, such as: 
· The degree to which human law should be influenced by Aquinas’ Natural Law. • The extent to which the absolutist and/or deontological nature of Aquinas’ Natural Law works in contemporary society. • The strengths and weaknesses of Aquinas’ Natural Law. • A consideration of whether Aquinas’ Natural Law promotes injustice. • The effectiveness of Aquinas’ Natural Law in dealing with ethical issues. • The extent to which Aquinas’ Natural Law is meaningless without a belief in a creator God

· Whether Finnis’ Natural Law is acceptable in contemporary society. • The extent to which Proportionalism promotes immoral behaviour. • Whether Finnis and/or Proportionalism provide a basis for moral decision making for believers and/or non-believers. • The strengths and weaknesses of Finnis’ Natural Law and/or Proportionalism. • The effectiveness of Finnis’ Natural Law and/or Proportionalism in dealing with ethical issues. • The extent to which Finnis’ Natural Law is a better ethic than Proportionalism or vice versa.
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