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Curriculum intent MFL 
❝Language is the road map of a culture. It tells you where its people come from and where they are going.❞
‒Rita Mae Brown
❝One language sets you in a corridor for life. Two languages open every door along the way.❞
‒Frank Smith

At Our Lady’s, many of our pupils will not have had consistent language teaching until reaching us. Our aim is to inspire a love of language and culture, and nurture a curiosity in our learners about the world outside their own limits. With Britain on the cusp of a monumental change to its relations with Europe and beyond, for our young people an understanding and appreciation of the ‘other’ will be pivotal.
We aim for our learners to explore the depths of their own language as they discover the patterns, pathways and occasional anomalies in a foreign tongue. Offering two foreign languages at KS3 allows pupils to broaden their understanding of how languages can differ whilst still being related, with no greater feeling than a Eureka moment like “Miss, it works that way in French too!” 
However, though grammar and vocabulary are important for academic success, they cannot exist without a beating heart of culture. We strive to include cultural experiences for our pupils throughout KS3 and 4 which allow them to have view the world far beyond their Lancashire bubble. From introducing them to foreign music and films in class, opportunities to participate in celebrations for the European Day of Languages, to an annual trip with Year 8 pupils to France, our cultural program is expanding yearly to demonstrate to our pupils that the world is out there, waiting for them to explore. 
In recent years the UK has seen a steady decline in the uptake of languages at GCSE and beyond. We hope that at Our Lady’s we can disprove this trend in upcoming years and expand our teaching to two successful languages at GCSE and beyond. Even for those who do not opt for languages at GCSE, we aim to create learners who are open to opportunities later in life to embrace languages and travel. 
Upon leaving, we hope that our pupils will have engaged positively with their language learning, using it to develop transferable problem-solving and communication skills and deepen their knowledge of their mother tongue. They will leave having had the opportunity to appreciate a variety of cultures different from their own, and leave as people who will enter the world keen to continue exploring.
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