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Our Lady’s Catholic College

French Curriculum overview
	






KS3 Programme of Study
Curriculum Rationale

Our MFL curriculum is organised in a way to ensure that learning a language :
  Fosters pupils’ curiosity and deepens their understanding of the world and of the Target Language (TL) culture 
 Enables pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another language
 Provides opportunities for pupils to communicate confidently for practical purposes across all 4 skills 
 Equips students with skills to understand, respond to, and appreciate spoken and written language from a variety of  sources 
 Increases confidence, fluency and spontaneity, find ways of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation, through use of language in real life contexts 
 Ensures students can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt
 Provides the foundation for learning further languages and future language study, equipping pupils to study and work in other countries  Promotes literacy and numeracy, where applicable. 
 Enables pupils to understand how language works, both in TL and to support development of literacy in English, by exploring similarities and differences 
 Enables pupils to use and manipulate language, to apply it in different ways 
 Equips pupils with the knowledge + cultural capital they need to succeed in life 
 Encourages pupils to appreciate + celebrate different cultures 
Why? To enable pupils to become more global citizens, communicating in TL and understanding a range of cultures






	
	Year 7 
	Year 8 
	Year 9 

	
	
	
	

	Rationale 
	Pupils start communicating in the target language by giving simple personal information + opinions. Topics and grammar are organised in this logical order that builds on vocab acquisition, use of grammar + developing prior knowledge, so that pupils can reapply this is a new context, using increasingly complex vocab + grammar. Phonics is embedded at each stage and taught implicitly and explicitly throughout the year.
Sentence construction begins in Year 7 with students taught the basics of word order and verb conjugation. We build on these skills with each topic ensuring that students are able to use the 4 essential skills (speaking, listening, reading & writing) within each topic. Eg Pupils need to understand + be able to conjugate regular present tense verbs (understanding terminology such as infinitive constructions) before moving on more complex grammar eg infinitive constructions 
	Topics and grammar are organised in this logical order that builds on vocab acquisition, use of grammar + developing prior knowledge, so that pupils can reapply this is a new context, using increasingly complex vocabulary + grammar, so that pupils can communicate more information about themselves. This knowledge is further developed by using a range of pronouns. Ability to understand and apply sound-symbol correspondences continues to be developed.
	Topics and grammar are organised in this logical order that builds on vocab acquisition, use of grammar + developing prior knowledge, so that pupils can reapply this is a new context, using increasingly complex vocabulary + grammar. Ability to understand and apply sound/symbol correspondences continues to be developed.

	Autumn 1
	Bienvenue 
Know: 

· Introduction to phonics in French
· Alphabet 
· Greetings
· Numbers 1 to 31
· Months 
Know how:

· To introduce oneself in French
· To say how one is and why 
· To say one’s age using the verb avoir
· To say when one’s birthday is
· To ask questions about age/birthday

	Le sport
Know:

· Verb Jouer / faire pres tense (1st/2nd/3rd sing /pl)
· Sports
· Adverbial phrases (time phrases)
· Conjunctions/connectives
· Adjectives to express opinions

Know how:

· Conjugate irregular verbs jouer/faire in present
· Talk about oneself and someone else
· To give complex opinions 
· Successfully construct a complex sentence in French (word order) 
	Les loisirs 

Know:

· Adverbial time phrases in present
· Use of regular and irregular present tense verbs in 1st person sing. 
· Adjectives to justify opinions
· Different opinion phrases

Know how:

· To recycle structures seen in Y8 to give complex opinions with justification
· To form 1st person present tense in French

	Grammar Focus 
	Question words (when/how/how old) , pronouns, verb avoir, adjectives 
	Adverbial phrases and their function, irregular present tense, creation of complex sentences 
	Adverbial time phrases and their function, present tense in French (regular and most common irregulars) , connectives to create complex opinions. 

	The Big Question 
	Comment est-tu? 
	Le sport (past tense)
	Les loisirs (past and conditional) 

	Rationale

	
	
	

	Autumn 2
	
Know:
 
· Verb avoir ( 1st  and 2nd person)
· Verb etre (1st and 2nd person) 
· Adjectives to describe hair/eyes
· Colours
· Adjectives to describe personality 
· Adjectives singular/plural feminine/masculine 
· Cultural references as seen in the film “Le petit Nicholas”

Know how:

· To use adjectival agreement (introduction) 
· Create a correct sentence in French (word order)
· To talk effectively about oneself ( physical appearance)
· To use modal verb (1st person)  to express a wish
· To use avoir in the negative form (1st person) 
· To use etre in the negative form (1st person) 
· Ask question about a person (physical description/personality ) 
· Developing listening skills by watching films in O.V. 
	

Know:

· Adverbial phrases to use in the past (passe compose) 
· Adverbial phrases to use in the past (imparfait)
· Communicate what sports used to do/did (1st/2nd/3rd person) .
· Use opinion phrases in the 1st and 3rd person
· Cultural references as seen in Les Choristes 
Know how:

· To express someone else opinions using complex sentences in the past 
· to differentiate between passe compose and imparfait (introduction) 
· To use a range of opinion phrases 
· To use degree adverbs and adjectives effectively 
· Developing listening skills by watching films in O.V.


	

Know:

· Adverbial time phrases in present/past and 
· Use of regular and irregular verbs in imparfait (1st person) 
· The conditional verb phrase “j’aimerais” followed by infinitive 
· Explore French culture as seen in “The African Doctor”
Know how:

· To conjugate in imparfait .
· To use the imparfait (consolidation from Y8)
· To use the adequate adverbial time phrase 
· To form opinions using the verbal phrase “j’amerais”
· Developing listening skills by watching films in O.V.


	Grammar Focus
	Modal verb (vouloir conditional), adjectival agreement and word order, avoir and etre in present (all verbs in 1st person) 
	Introduction to the difference between passe compose and imparfait 
	Consolidation of imparfait
Introduction to verbal phrases in other tenses (conditional) 

	The Big Question
	Comme est ta familie?
	Mon repas 
	Mes ambitions et etudes

	Rationale

	
	
	

	Spring 1
	
Know:  
· Verb avoir ( 3rd  person)
· Verb etre (3rd person) 
· Famliy members 
· Adjectives to describe personality 
· Adjectives singular/plural feminine/masculine

Know how:
 
· Phonics (revision)
· Adjectival agreement (reinforcement) 
· Create a correct sentence in French (word order )
· Use connectives and conjunctions
· Introduction to give opinions (I think/he thinks)
· To talk effectively about someone else  ( physical appearance)
· To use modal verb (1st person)  to express a wish
· To use avoir in the negative form (3rd person) 
· To use etre in the negative form (3rd  person) 
· Ask question about a person (physical description/personality )
	

Know:

· Meal times in France 
· New adverbial phrases
· Food vocabulary
· Conjugation of manger (present) and boire (present)
· New adjectives to describe food 
· Phonics (consolidation) 

Know how:
 
· To conjugate er and re verbs in present (1st person/3rd person) 
· To express opinions about food using complex structures
· To apply previously seen phonic rules (consolidation)
· To talk about what someone else eats/drinks and his/her opinion in complex sentences. 

	Know:

· Express future plans 
· Express past intentions
· Verb vouloir 
· Vocabulary related to studies 
· Adjectives related to intentions 

Know how:
 
· Verb vouloir in 1st person in imparfait/present /conditional
· Transfer previously seen time phrases to new context
· Adapt previously seen vocabulary to new context 
· Use present tense + future time phrases to convey future plans 


	Grammar Focus
	Modal verb (vouloir conditional), adjectival agreement and word order, avoir and etre in present (all verbs in 1st person) , conjunctions and connectives. 
	Present tense (consolidation) 
	

	The Big Question
	As-tu un animal ?
	Mon repas (present and future) 
	Les emplois 


	Rationale

	
	
	

	Spring 2
	
Know:  
· Verb avoir ( 3rd  person)
· Verb etre (3rd person) 
· Pets vocabulary 
· Adjectives to describe pets 
· Adjectives singular/plural feminine/masculine
· Cultural differences as seen in the film Belle et Sebastian 

Know how:
 
· Phonics (revision)
· Adjectival agreement (reinforcement) 
· Create a correct sentence in French (word order )
· Use connectives and conjunctions
· To use modal verb (1st person)  to express a wish
· To use avoir in the negative form (3rd person) 
· To use etre in the negative form (3rd  person) 
· Ask questions

	
Know: 

· Adverbial phrases in the past 
· Adverbial phrases in the future 
· Verb manger /boire in the passe compose
· Verb manger/boire in the future 
· Explore language and culture references as seen in “A cat in Paris”
Know how:

· To effectively communicate information in the future using 1st person 
· To effectively communicate information in the past using 1st person 
· To recycle previous vocabulary to express opinions
· To develop listening/reading /writing /speaking skills 
· Developing listening skills by watching films in O.V.

	Know:

· Express future plans
· Express past intentions
· Verb vouloir in 1st person
· Vocabulary related to careers 
· Adjectives to describe careers  
· Consolidate the verb etre in imparfait/future/ conditional
· Explore language and culture as seen in “The extraordinarie adventures of Adele Blanche”

Know how:

· Verb vouloir in 1st person in imparfait/present /conditional
· Transfer previously seen time phrases to new context
· Adapt previously seen vocabulary to new context 
· Use present tense + future time phrases to convey future plans
· Convey ideas and opinions in different tenses (past / future)
· Justify those ideas and opinions in complex sentences.


	Grammar Focus
	Modal verb (vouloir conditional), adjectival agreement and word order, avoir and etre in present (all verbs in 1st person) , conjunctions and connectives.
	Present vs Past vs Future tense in the 1st person 
	Verb vouloir (t o want)  in  different tenses 
Word order (both in positive and negative sentences)

	The Big Question
	Quelles matières aimes-tu?
	  où habites-tu? 
	Où vas-tu en vacances?  

	Rationale
	
	
	

	Summer 1
	
Know:

· Opinion verbs + infinitive
· School subjects
· Adjectives to express opinions 
· Use of different conjunctions/connectives 
· Use of different degree adverbs 
Know how: 

· Phonics
· Adjectival agreement (reinforcement) 
· Introduction to the use  of infinitive constructions 
· Ask questions
· Use of degree adverbs (word order)
· Use of complex sentences to give opinions


	
Know:

· Verb habiter in present /conditional tense
· Family members 
· Adjectives to describe a town/city

Know how:

· To express a wish using modal verb in an infinitive construction
· To describe a city/town  
· To apply word order rules to new situations
· To apply adjectival agreements to new contexts 

	
Know:

· Verb aller (to go) 1st person in past /present and future
· Adverbial time phrases to do with holidays
· Countries 
· Means of transport
· Adjectives to describe holidays 
Know how:
· Describe a holiday in past /present and future 
· Give details about that holiday (country/means of transport) 
· Give complex opinions with justifications about holidays in past/present/future   

	Grammar Focus
	Use of infinitive constructions (1st person) , use of connectives/conjunctions to expand sentences
	Revision of word order/adjectival agreements and present tense
	Verb aller (past/present/future) 1st person 

	The Big Question
	Qu'est-ce que tu portes au collège ?
	Où j’habite (opinion)
	Qu'est-ce que tu as fait en vacances?

	Rationale
	
	
	

	Summer 2
	Know: 
· Vocabulary to describe the uniform
· Verb porter (1st /3rd person sing) 
· Modal verb (I would) reinforcement
· New adjectives to give opinions
· Explore cultural differences as seen in the film Le petit Nicholas en vacances 

Know how:  
· Give a range of opinions using different techniques
· Use infinitive constructions
· Ask questions
· Express wishes 
· Adapt adjectives (adjectival agreement) 
	
Know:

· Adjectives to describe town
· Opinion verbs (both positive and negative) 
· Verb etre in 3rd person both positive and negative 
· Explore cultural /historical references (II WW in France) through the film “The war of bottoms” 

Know how:

· Form positive sentences given opinions about town
· Form negative sentences given opinions about town
· Use connectives/conjunctions to give complex opinions with justification 
	Know:

· Use of adverbial phrases to sequence a longer paragraph
· Verbs to describe holiday activities 
· Adverbial phrases 
· Explore cultural /historial references (II WW in France) through the film “Un sac de billes” 

Know how:

· Form the passe compose in 1st person 
· Form longer passages in TL by adding different time phrases 
· Form complex opinions and reasons in the past 


	Grammar Focus
	Consolidation of grammar seen in Y7 
	Consolidation of grammar seen in Y8
	 Consolidation of grammar seen in y9 












KS4 Programme of Study 2023-2024
Curriculum Rationale
Our curriculum in year 10 and year 11 follows the AQA GCSE specification.  
All lessons include an element of retrieval practise to enable learners to re-activate prior learning which develops long-term language acquisition. The specification covers three distinct themes. 
· Theme 1 Identity and Culture
· Theme 2 Local, national, international and global areas of interest
· Theme 3 Current and future study and employment 
These themes apply to all four-question papers. Students are expected to understand and provide information and opinions about these themes relating to their own experiences and those of other people, including people in countries /communities where French is spoken.
We have ensured that the curriculum at KS3 has developed schemas that are built upon by the GCSE content to ensure that they are effectively prepared not only for their GCSE examination but for further education, training and the world of work beyond school.  

	
	Year 10
	Year 11

	Aqa  
	 Theme 1 Identity and Culture 
	Theme 3 Current and future study and employment 

	Rationale
	 
	

	Module 1
	Qui suis-je?

Know:
  Vocabulary to describe friendships
  Vocabulary to describe family 
  Vocabulary to describe role models 
  Vocabulary to describe past days out


Know How: 
To form sentences describing family and friends 
To form sentences describing relationships and given complex opinions 
To combine tenses in present and past 
To form complex sentences given opinions and reasons 

	Module 6 Au college

Know:
Key vocabulary   to describe school (subjects/rules/facilities) 
Key vocabulary to describe ideal school 
Differences between English and French schools

Know How: 
To use adverbs (consolidation)
To use adverbs of time and place
To use comparative of adverbs
To use superlative of adverbs
To use /vouloir/deboir 
To use il faut (consolidation)
To use conditional (consolidation 

	Subject specific skills 
	Listening: understand longer sequences of speech on the topic of relationships, including present tense with irregular verbs 
Speaking: respond quickly and appropriately to questions within role plays 
Reading: understand texts from different sources including a variety of tenses on the topic of relationships 
Writing: link sentences and paragraphs using appropriate words and phrases in order to produce a coherent sequence of text.	
	Listening: to understand a spoken text about school in different tenses 	
Speaking: to be able to describe your school day in detail, giving your opinions and saying what you like and dislike with justifications 
Reading: to use visual and verbal context in order to help you decide whether statements are true, false or non-mentioned 
Writing: to write about what you would do to change your school if you were the head teacher, using the conditional tense 

	Links to Prior Learning 
	KS3 grammar (Adjectival agreement / avoir/etre /imparfait and passe compose)
Year 7 vocabulary 
	KS3 grammar (adverbs/comparatives/ conditional tense ) 

	AQA 
	THEME 1 Identity and Culture 
	Theme 3 Current and future study and employment 

	Module 2 
 
	Les temps de loisirs
	Module 7 Bon travail 

	Rationale
	

	

	
	

Know
Vocabulary related to hobbies (sports/technology/reading/music/tv)
Vocabulary to describe a night out in the past 

Know How:
To use irregular verbs jouer/vouloir and faire 
To use past (parfait /passe compose) 
To use comparative and superlative adjectives 
To use the verb phrase “depuis+ present” 

	Know
Vocabulary related to work
Vocabulary to describe future plans
Vocabulary to describe work experience 

Know How:
To use form the simple future 
To use use the 5 tenses together 
To use different adverbial time phrases 



	Links to Prior Learning 
	Year 9  vocabulary and grammar structures 
	Grammar seen in KS3 and Year 10
Vocabulary seen in KS3 and Year 10 

	Subject specific skills 
	Listening: understand people talking about music, cinema and TV preferences including the past tense 
Speaking: to answer on what they did last weekend 
Reading: understand longer texts about leisure including the past tense 
Writing: produce an article about what you did last weekend including past tense (avoir and être)	
	Listening: to understand a spoken text about work in different tenses 			Speaking: to be able to describe a job, giving your opinions and saying what you like and dislike with justifications
Reading: to use visual and verbal context in order to help you decide whether statements are true, false or non-mentioned 
Writing: to write about what you would you like to do in the future using the future and conditional tense			

	AQA 
	Theme 1 Identity and Culture 
	Theme 3  Current and future study and employment 

	Rationale
	
	

	Module 3
	Jours ordinaires, jours de fête


Know:
Vocabulary to describe daily life 
Vocabulary to describe clothes 
Festivals 
Vocabulary to describe  food
Vocabulary to describe family celebrations 


Know How:
To use modal verbs 
To use relative clauses 
To use confidently past present and future
To use the verbal phrase venir de + infinitive 

	Un œil sur le monde 
Know:
Vocabulary to describe weather
Vocabulary to describe and give opinions about global issues (enviroment/ethical consumerism/volunteering) 

Know How:
To use on doit/on peut
To use simple future (consolidation) 
To use the passive voice
To use emphatic pronouns 

	Links to Prior Learning 
	KS3 Adjectival agreement  
verb conjugation (past/present/future)

	KS3 vocabulary about weather and opinions
Verb conjugation seen in KS3 and Year 10 

	Subject specific skills 
	Listening: to listen opinions about festivals and celebrations 
Speaking: answer questions  on festivals / celebrations using all tenses 
Reading: understand authentic texts from website/book  about festivals and celebrations Writing: write 40/90 word paragraphs 						
	Listening: to understand in detail interviews on the topic and identify individuals’ opinions 
Speaking: to take part in a discussion about social problems and how they can be solved saying whether you agree or disagree with others and why
 Reading: to identify true, false or not- mentioned statements by reading for detail and looking for synonyms 
Writing: to write 90/150 words about global /social problems using two/three tenses, givien opinions with justification and using  comparisons. 

	AQA 
	Theme 2 Local area, holiday and travel 
	Revision of all topics 

	Rationale
	 
	The Focus of this unit is to prepare students for their GCSE Spanish exams .  Students will recall the key substantive knowledge and further develop their eexamination skills.  


	Module 4
	De la ville a la campagne 

Know:
Vocabulary needed to describe a region
Vocabulary to give /extract tourist information 
Vocabulary to describe idea/nightmare town 
Vocabulary to describe weather
 

Know How:
To give and receive information as a tourist 
To describe a region /city /weather using comparative and superlative adjectives
To compare a place using past/present 
To perform travel and tourist transactions 
Use superlative adjectives
Use questioning
Use si clauses and negatives 

	  

Know 
Exam techniques to tackle GCSE Speaking exam
Exam techniques to tackle GCSE Listening exam
Exam techniques to tackle GCSE Reading exam
Exam techniques to tackle GCSE Writing exam	
Vocabulary / past papers/ acquisition/recognition/consolidatio



Late April/May  
Conducting of Speaking exam (25% of overall grade) 




	Links to Prior Learning 
	Year 7 – Adjectival agreements 
Year 9 – Verb tenses 
	Year 10 – English Language Component 2 
Year 11 – English Language Component 1 

	Subject specific skills

	Listening: to understand people talking about the advantages and disadvantage s of their home 
Speaking: to give a simple description a photo of a house and give your opinion of it 
Reading: to look for evidence in a text to justify comprehension question answers, including true, false and not mentioned questions 
Writing: to use a range of conjunctions and relative pronouns to build longer paragraphs when describing a place (house/area) 
	

	AQA  
	Theme 2 Local area, holiday and travel 
	Eduqas English Literature Component 1 and 2 

	Rationale
	
	The Focus of this unit is to prepare students for their GCSE English Literature exam.  Students will recall the key substantive knowledge and further develop their essay writing and examination skills.  

	Module 5
	Le grand large...  

Know:
Key language to describe a holiday 
Key vocabulary to describe a hotel  
Vocabulary to describe events in the past/present 

Know How:
To use the two types of pasts  in French confidently 
To perform transactions in a restaurant 
To describe events in the past  
To describe holidays in past /present 
 

	Component 1 and 2 Literature  


Know:
The key quotations for each texts studied at GCSE
The key terminology used to analyse literature
The contextual information for each text studied at GCSE 
The question stems for the GCSE exam 
What makes an effective literature essay 
What makes successful narrative and transaction writing 


Know How:
To compare poems linked by theme
To analyse literature texts    
To develop a clear line of argument in analytical essays 
To write about context effectively 
To write a sustained essay 


	Links to Prior Learning 
	Grammar seen in during KS3 related to adjectives (agreement/comparisons/ superlative) and verbs (present/passe compose and imparfait) 
	Year 10 – English Literature Component 1 
Year 11 – English Literature Component 2 

	Subject specific skills 
	Listening: to listen for details in order to differentiate between very similar ideas 
Speaking: to take part in a longer role play about holidays, including three different time frames 
Reading: to understand authentic texts about holidays,hotels and activities/facilities 
Writing: to write about a holiday that you went on in the past using the perfect and imperfect tenses together 	




	All skills 

To transfer speaking skills into writing skills (to establish links from speaking tasks to written bullet points) 
Review of all exam techniques for Listening, Speaking and Writing 
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