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	Half Term 1 – GCSE Edexcel Specification A Paper 3 - Philosophy & Ethics – Arguments for the Existence of God

	Topic 3.1.1 – Revelation 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· How revelation could be considered proof of the existence of God
· The significance of Jesus Christ as the culmination of God’s revelation
· What the revelation of Jesus Christ shows about the nature of God for Catholics, including reference to Hebrews 1:1–4


	
· Outline examples of biblical and modern revelations of God 
· Explain how revelation leads to or affects belief in God 
· Explain why Jesus is the culmination of God’s revelation 
· Explain how Jesus reveals the nature of God with evidence from Hebrews 1:1-4. 
· Evaluate whether revelation can prove the existence of God 


	Topic 3.1.2 – Visions 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· How visions as proof of the existence of God
· The nature and importance of visions for Catholics 
· Biblical and non-biblical examples of visions, including Joan of Arc and Genesis 15 and Matthew 17:1–13; 
· Reasons why they might lead to belief in God 
·  Catholic responses to non-religious arguments (including atheist and Humanist) which maintain that visions are hallucinations and provide no proof that God exists

	
· Outline examples of biblical and non-biblical visions 
· Explain how visions leads to or affects belief in God 
· Explain why visions are important for Catholics 
· Explain why visions may lead to atheism or agnosticism  
· Explain Catholic responses to atheists or Humanists 
· Evaluate whether visions can prove the existence of God 


	Topic 3.1.3 – Miracles

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· How miracles are proof of the existence of God
· The nature and importance of miracles for Catholics
· Biblical and non-biblical examples of miracles, including those at Lourdes and John 4:43–54.
· Reasons why they might lead to belief in God and
· Catholic responses to non-religious arguments (including atheist and Humanist) which maintain that miracles can be scientifically explained and provide no proof that God exists.

	
· Outline examples of biblical and non-biblical miracles 
· Explain how miracles leads to or affects belief in God 
· Explain why miracles are important for Catholics 
· Explain why miracles may lead to atheism or agnosticism  
· Explain Catholic responses to atheists or Humanists 
· Evaluate whether miracles can prove the existence of God 


	Topic 3.1.4 – Religious Experiences 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Catholic attitudes towards religious experiences and its use as a philosophical argument for the existence of God
· The nature of religious experience 
· Why not all religious experiences are approved by the Church, including reference to Catechism of the Catholic Church 66–67
· Catholic responses to non-religious (including atheist and Humanist) arguments that religious experiences do not provide proof that God exists

	
· Outline examples of religious experience 
· Explain how religious experiences leads to or affects belief in God 
· Explain why religious experiences are important for Catholics 
· Explain the Church’s perspective on religious experiences 
· Explain why religious experiences may lead to atheism or agnosticism  
· Explain Catholic responses to atheists or Humanists 
· Evaluate whether religious experiences can prove the existence of God 


	Topic 3.1.5 – The Design Argument 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The design argument: the classical design argument for the existence of God and it’s use by Catholics as a philosophical argument for the existence of God
·  What the design argument shows about the nature of God for Catholics including Romans 1:18–24
· Catholic responses to non-religious (including atheist and Humanist) arguments against the design argument as evidence for the existence of God.

	
· Outline examples of design in the universe 
· Explain how the design argument leads to or affects belief in God 
· Explain what the design argument reveals about the nature of God 
· Explain why the design argument may lead to atheism or agnosticism  
· Explain Catholic responses to atheists or Humanists 
· Evaluate whether design can prove the existence of God 


	Topic 3.1.6 – The Cosmological Argument 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The cosmological argument: the cosmological argument for the existence of God and its use by Catholics as a philosophical argument for the existence of God
· Thomas Aquinas' First Three Ways of showing God's existence
· The nature and importance of what the cosmological argument shows about the nature of God for Catholics 
· Catholic responses to non-religious (including atheist and Humanist) arguments against the cosmological argument as evidence for the existence of God.

	
· Outline Thomas Aquinas’s three ways  
· Explain how the cosmological argument leads to or affects belief in God 
· Explain what the cosmological argument reveals about the nature of God 
· Explain why the cosmological argument may lead to atheism or agnosticism  
· Explain Catholic responses to atheists or Humanists 
· Evaluate whether the cosmological argument can prove the existence of God 


	Topic 3.1.7 – The Problem of Evil 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Issues raised by the existence of suffering and God as all-loving
· The issues it raises for Catholics about the nature of God, including Isaiah 45 
How the problem and its basis as a philosophical argument may lead some to examine and others to reject their belief in God.
	
· Outline examples of natural and moral evil 
· Explain how the problem of evil affects belief in God 
· Explain why the problem of evil is important to Catholics 
· Explain why the problem of evil may lead to atheism or agnosticism  
· Explain Catholic responses to atheists or Humanists 
· Evaluate whether the problem of evil can be answered 


	Topic 3.1.8 – Catholic Responses to the Problem of Evil 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The solutions offered to the problem of suffering and a loving and righteous God within Catholicism
· Biblical, theoretical and practical responses to evil including: 
· Psalms, including reference to Psalm 119, Job, 
· Free will (St Augustine), 
· As a way for humans to develop (St Irenaeus), prayer, and charity
· Divergent understandings within Christianity of their success in solving the problem

	
· Outline examples of answers to the problem of evil  
· Explain biblical, theoretical and practical responses to evil  
· Explain Catholic responses to the problem of evil 
· Explain divergent perspectives on how to answer the problem of evil and suffering
· Evaluate how successful responses to the problem of evil are 




	Half Term 2 – Revision for Mock Exams 

	Topics – Catholic Beliefs & Teachings

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The nature of the Trinity in the Bible
· The nature of the Trinity in the Creed 
· Creation Accounts of Genesis 1-3 
· The nature of humanity as Imago Dei 
· The Incarnation 
· The events and importance of the Paschal Mystery 
· The nature of salvation & grace 
· Eschatology 

	
· Outline Catholic beliefs 
· Explain why Catholics have these beliefs 
· Explain the importance of the beliefs on Catholics
· Explain divergent perspectives on the beliefs
· Evaluate which of the beliefs are the most important  


	Topics – Catholic Practices 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The sacramental nature of reality 
· Liturgical Worship 
· The Funeral Rite 
· Prayer 
· Popular Piety 
· Pilgrimage 
· Catholic Social Teachings 
· Mission & Evangelism 

	
· Outline Catholic practices
· Explain why Catholics perform these practices 
· Explain the importance of the practices on Catholics
· Explain divergent perspectives on the practices
· Evaluate which of the practices are the most important  


	Topics – Catholic Sources of Wisdom (SOWA)

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The Bible 
· Interpretations of the Bible 
· The Magisterium 
· The Second Vatican Council 
· The Church as the Body of Christ & People of God  
· The Four Marks of the Church  
· Mary as a model of the Church 
· Personal and ethical decision Making 

	
· Outline Catholic SOWA
· Explain why Catholics have these SOWA 
· Explain the importance of the SOWA on Catholics
· Explain divergent perspectives on the SOWA
· Evaluate which of the SOWA are the most important  


	Topics – Catholic Forms of Expression 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The internal
· External features of a church & Architecture 
· Sacred Objects 
· Art 
· Sculpture
· Symbol 
· Drama 
· Music 

	
· Outline Catholic forms of expression 
· Explain why Catholics have forms of expression
· Explain the importance of the forms of expression for Catholics
· Explain how forms of expression support worship for Catholics
· Explain divergent perspectives on forms of expression
· Evaluate which of the forms of expression are the most important  


	Topics – Judaism Beliefs & Teachings

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The nature of the Almighty
· The nature of Shekhinah 
· The Messiah and Messianic Age 
· The covenant at Sinai  
· The Abrahamic Covenant  
· The Mitzvot 
· Pikuach Nefesh  
· Eschatology 

	
· Outline Jewish beliefs 
· Explain why Jews have these beliefs 
· Explain the importance of the beliefs on Judaism 
· Explain divergent perspectives on the beliefs
· Evaluate which of the beliefs are the most important  


	Topics – Judaism Practices 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The Tenakh & Torah 
· The nature of public worship 
· Private worship 
· The Shema and Amidah 
· Jewish Rituals (death, bar/bat mitzvah, birth & marriage) 
· Shabbat
· Jewish festivals (Pesach, Sukkot, Shavuot, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur) 
· The Synagogue 

	
· Outline Jewish practices
· Explain why Jews perform these practices 
· Explain the importance of the practices on Judaism 
· Explain divergent perspectives on the practices
· Evaluate which of the practices are the most important  


	Topics – Philosophy & Ethics 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Revelation 
· Visions 
· Miracles  
· Religious Experiences 
· The design argument 
· The cosmological argument  
· The problem of evil 
· Catholic responses to evil 

	
· Outline examples of religious experiences  
· Explain how each component affects belief in God 
· Explain Catholic responses 
· Explain divergent perspectives 
· Evaluate which has the biggest effect on belief in God 




	Half Term 3 – GCSE Edexcel Specification A Paper 3 - Philosophy & Ethics – Marriage and Families 

	Topic 3.2.1 – Catholic Marriage 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The importance and purpose of marriage for Catholics
· The significance of marriage in Catholic life
·  Catholic teachings about marriage, including Not Just Good, But Beautiful by Pope Francis
· Divergent Christian, non-religious (including atheist and Humanist) attitudes to the importance of marriage in society, including the sanctity of marriage, a lack of importance, cohabitation 
· The Catholic responses to these attitudes

	
· Outline examples of the purposes of marriage 
· Explain why people/Catholics get married 
· Explain the Church’s teachings on marriage and its importance  
· Explain divergent perspectives on marriage and cohabitation  
· Evaluate whether all Christians should get married 


	Topic 3.2.2 – Sexual Relationships 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Catholic teaching about the importance of sexual relationships
· Catholic teaching about sexual relationships as marital, unitive and procreative, including Catechism of the Catholic Church 2360–2365
· Catholic teaching on sexual relationships outside of marriage and homosexuality
· Divergent Christian, non-religious (including atheist and Humanist) attitudes to sexual relationships, including the acceptance of sexual relationships outside marriage and homosexuality 
· Catholic responses to them

	
· Outline examples of sex outside of marriage 
· Explain Catholic teachings on the importance of sex in marriage 
· Explain divergent perspectives on sex outside of marriage 
· Evaluate whether Christians should support any form of sex outside of marriage. 


	Topic 3.2.3 – Family 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Catholic teaching about the purpose and importance of the family
· Catholic teaching about the purpose and importance of families including: procreation; security and education of children
· Catholic responses to the different types of family within 21st-century society (nuclear, single parent, same-sex parents, extended and blended families), including Familiaris Consortio, 36-85.

	
· Outline different types of family  
· Explain why the family is important to Catholics 
· Explain advantages/disadvantages to different types of family 
· Explain divergent perspectives on family life  
· Evaluate whether nuclear families are always the ideal  


	Topic 3.2.4 – Support for the Family 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Support for the family in the local Catholic parish
· How and why the local parish tries to support families, including through family worship, the sacraments, classes for parents, groups for children and counselling, with reference to the Family Group Movement and Catechism of the Catholic Church 2226
· The importance of the support of the local parish for Catholic families today


	

· Outline different ways the Parish support families   
· Explain why the support from the Parish is important to Catholics 
· Explain how the Parish support families  
· Evaluate whether support from Parishes is important to Catholics today 


	Topic 3.2.5 – Family Planning and Contraception 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Catholic teaching on family planning and the regulation of births
· Catholic teaching about artificial contraception and natural family planning, including reference to Humanae Vitae
· Divergent Christian, non-religious (including atheist and Humanist) attitudes to family planning, including acceptance of artificial methods of contraception by some Protestant Churches. 
· The application of ethical theories, such as situation ethics
· Catholic responses to them.

	
· Outline examples of natural and artificial contraception  
· Explain why the contraception is important to Catholics 
· Explain advantages/disadvantages to different types of contraception  
· Explain divergent perspectives on contraception   
· Evaluate whether Catholics and Christians can use contraception 


	Topic 3.2.6 – Divorce 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Catholic teaching about divorce, annulment and remarriage including Catechism of the Catholic Church 2382–2386;
· Divergent Christian, non-religious (including atheist and Humanist) attitudes to divorce, annulment and remarriage
· The application of ethical theories, such as situation ethics
· Catholic responses to them.

	
· Outline examples of teaching on divorce, annulment and remarriage 
· Explain divergent Christian perspectives on divorce, annulment and remarriage. 
· Explain Catholic perspectives on divorce, annulment and remarriage 
· Explain divergent perspectives on divorce, annulment and remarriage
· Evaluate whether divorce, annulment and remarriage is acceptable for Catholics 


	Topic 3.2.7 – Equality 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Catholic teaching about the equality of men and women in the family
· Catholic teaching about the role of men and women in the family with reference to Catechism of the Catholic Church 2207
· The dignity of work within the home 
· Divergent Christian teachings and attitudes about the equality and roles of men and women in the family 
· Catholic responses to them

	
· Outline examples of teaching on equality 
· Explain divergent Christian perspectives on the role of men and women in the Church today 
· Explain Catholic perspectives on the role of men and women in the family  
· Explain divergent perspectives on equality 
· Evaluate whether men and women have equal roles in the family 


	Topic 3.2.8 – Catholic  teachings on discrimination & prejudice 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Catholic teachings about gender prejudice and discrimination:
· Catholic opposition to gender prejudice and discrimination, including theology of the body
· Examples of Catholic opposition to gender prejudice and discrimination, including Catechism of the Catholic Church 1938;
· Divergent Christian attitudes to gender differences, including the role of women in the Church, prejudice and discrimination and Catholic responses to them

	
· Outline examples of teaching on gender  
· Explain divergent Christian perspectives on the role of men and women in the Church today 
· Explain Catholic teaching on opposition to gender prejudice 
· Explain divergent perspectives on gender differences 
· Explain Catholic responses to the role of women in the Church 
· Evaluate whether men and women have equal roles in the Church  




	Half Term 6 – Revision for Final Exams 

	Topics – Catholic Beliefs & Teachings

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The nature of the Trinity in the Bible
· The nature of the Trinity in the Creed 
· Creation Accounts of Genesis 1-3 
· The nature of humanity as Imago Dei 
· The Incarnation 
· The events and importance of the Paschal Mystery 
· The nature of salvation & grace 
· Eschatology 

	
· Outline Catholic beliefs 
· Explain why Catholics have these beliefs 
· Explain the importance of the beliefs on Catholics
· Explain divergent perspectives on the beliefs
· Evaluate which of the beliefs are the most important  


	Topics – Catholic Practices 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The sacramental nature of reality 
· Liturgical Worship 
· The Funeral Rite 
· Prayer 
· Popular Piety 
· Pilgrimage 
· Catholic Social Teachings 
· Mission & Evangelism 

	
· Outline Catholic practices
· Explain why Catholics perform these practices 
· Explain the importance of the practices on Catholics
· Explain divergent perspectives on the practices
· Evaluate which of the practices are the most important  


	Topics – Catholic Sources of Wisdom (SOWA)

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The Bible 
· Interpretations of the Bible 
· The Magisterium 
· The Second Vatican Council 
· The Church as the Body of Christ & People of God  
· The Four Marks of the Church  
· Mary as a model of the Church 
· Personal and ethical decision Making 

	
· Outline Catholic SOWA
· Explain why Catholics have these SOWA 
· Explain the importance of the SOWA on Catholics
· Explain divergent perspectives on the SOWA
· Evaluate which of the SOWA are the most important  


	Topics – Catholic Forms of Expression 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The internal
· External features of a church & Architecture 
· Sacred Objects 
· Art 
· Sculpture
· Symbol 
· Drama 
· Music 

	
· Outline Catholic forms of expression 
· Explain why Catholics have forms of expression
· Explain the importance of the forms of expression for Catholics
· Explain how forms of expression support worship for Catholics
· Explain divergent perspectives on forms of expression
· Evaluate which of the forms of expression are the most important  


	Topics – Judaism Beliefs & Teachings

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The nature of the Almighty
· The nature of Shekhinah 
· The Messiah and Messianic Age 
· The covenant at Sinai  
· The Abrahamic Covenant  
· The Mitzvot 
· Pikuach Nefesh  
· Eschatology 

	
· Outline Jewish beliefs 
· Explain why Jews have these beliefs 
· Explain the importance of the beliefs on Judaism 
· Explain divergent perspectives on the beliefs
· Evaluate which of the beliefs are the most important  


	Topics – Judaism Practices 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The Tenakh & Torah 
· The nature of public worship 
· Private worship 
· The Shema and Amidah 
· Jewish Rituals (death, bar/bat mitzvah, birth & marriage) 
· Shabbat
· Jewish festivals (Pesach, Sukkot, Shavuot, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur) 
· The Synagogue 

	
· Outline Jewish practices
· Explain why Jews perform these practices 
· Explain the importance of the practices on Judaism 
· Explain divergent perspectives on the practices
· Evaluate which of the practices are the most important  


	Topics – Philosophy & Ethics Arguments for the Existence of God 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Revelation 
· Visions 
· Miracles  
· Religious Experiences 
· The design argument 
· The cosmological argument  
· The problem of evil 
· Catholic responses to evil 

	
· Outline examples of religious experiences  
· Explain how each component affects belief in God 
· Explain Catholic responses 
· Explain divergent perspectives 
· Evaluate which has the biggest effect on belief in God 


	Topics – Philosophy & Ethics Marriage and Family 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Marriage 
· Divorce, Annulment & Remarriage 
· Sexual Relationships 
· Family 
· The Parish & Families 
· Family Planning 
· Gender & Equality 
· Discrimination 
	
· Outline examples of marriage and family 
· Explain why Catholics have these beliefs about marriage and family 
· Explain Catholic responses to Atheists & Humanists 
· Explain divergent perspectives 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Evaluate the importance of marriage and family lifestyle choices for Catholics. 
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