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	Term 1 – GCSE Edexcel Specification A Paper 3 - Philosophy & Ethics – Arguments for the Existence of God

	Topic 3.1.1 – Revelation 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· How revelation could be considered proof of the existence of God
· The significance of Jesus Christ as the culmination of God’s revelation
· What the revelation of Jesus Christ shows about the nature of God for Catholics, including reference to Hebrews 1:1–4


	
· Outline examples of biblical and modern revelations of God 
· Explain how revelation leads to or affects belief in God 
· Explain why Jesus is the culmination of God’s revelation 
· Explain how Jesus reveals the nature of God with evidence from Hebrews 1:1-4. 
· Evaluate whether revelation can prove the existence of God 


	Topic 3.1.2 – Visions 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· How visions as proof of the existence of God
· The nature and importance of visions for Catholics 
· Biblical and non-biblical examples of visions, including Joan of Arc and Genesis 15 and Matthew 17:1–13; 
· Reasons why they might lead to belief in God 
·  Catholic responses to non-religious arguments (including atheist and Humanist) which maintain that visions are hallucinations and provide no proof that God exists

	
· Outline examples of biblical and non-biblical visions 
· Explain how visions leads to or affects belief in God 
· Explain why visions are important for Catholics 
· Explain why visions may lead to atheism or agnosticism  
· Explain Catholic responses to atheists or Humanists 
· Evaluate whether visions can prove the existence of God 


	Topic 3.1.3 – Miracles

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· How miracles are proof of the existence of God
· The nature and importance of miracles for Catholics
· Biblical and non-biblical examples of miracles, including those at Lourdes and John 4:43–54.
· Reasons why they might lead to belief in God and
· Catholic responses to non-religious arguments (including atheist and Humanist) which maintain that miracles can be scientifically explained and provide no proof that God exists.

	
· Outline examples of biblical and non-biblical miracles 
· Explain how miracles leads to or affects belief in God 
· Explain why miracles are important for Catholics 
· Explain why miracles may lead to atheism or agnosticism  
· Explain Catholic responses to atheists or Humanists 
· Evaluate whether miracles can prove the existence of God 


	Topic 3.1.4 – Religious Experiences 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Catholic attitudes towards religious experiences and its use as a philosophical argument for the existence of God
· The nature of religious experience 
· Why not all religious experiences are approved by the Church, including reference to Catechism of the Catholic Church 66–67
· Catholic responses to non-religious (including atheist and Humanist) arguments that religious experiences do not provide proof that God exists

	
· Outline examples of religious experience 
· Explain how religious experiences leads to or affects belief in God 
· Explain why religious experiences are important for Catholics 
· Explain the Church’s perspective on religious experiences 
· Explain why religious experiences may lead to atheism or agnosticism  
· Explain Catholic responses to atheists or Humanists 
· Evaluate whether religious experiences can prove the existence of God 


	Topic 3.1.5 – The Design Argument 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The design argument: the classical design argument for the existence of God and it’s use by Catholics as a philosophical argument for the existence of God
·  What the design argument shows about the nature of God for Catholics including Romans 1:18–24
· Catholic responses to non-religious (including atheist and Humanist) arguments against the design argument as evidence for the existence of God.

	
· Outline examples of design in the universe 
· Explain how the design argument leads to or affects belief in God 
· Explain what the design argument reveals about the nature of God 
· Explain why the design argument may lead to atheism or agnosticism  
· Explain Catholic responses to atheists or Humanists 
· Evaluate whether design can prove the existence of God 


	Topic 3.1.6 – The Cosmological Argument 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The cosmological argument: the cosmological argument for the existence of God and its use by Catholics as a philosophical argument for the existence of God
· Thomas Aquinas' First Three Ways of showing God's existence
· The nature and importance of what the cosmological argument shows about the nature of God for Catholics 
· Catholic responses to non-religious (including atheist and Humanist) arguments against the cosmological argument as evidence for the existence of God.

	
· Outline Thomas Aquinas’s three ways  
· Explain how the cosmological argument leads to or affects belief in God 
· Explain what the cosmological argument reveals about the nature of God 
· Explain why the cosmological argument may lead to atheism or agnosticism  
· Explain Catholic responses to atheists or Humanists 
· Evaluate whether the cosmological argument can prove the existence of God 


	Topic 3.1.7 – The Problem of Evil 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Issues raised by the existence of suffering and God as all-loving
· The issues it raises for Catholics about the nature of God, including Isaiah 45 
How the problem and its basis as a philosophical argument may lead some to examine and others to reject their belief in God.
	
· Outline examples of natural and moral evil 
· Explain how the problem of evil affects belief in God 
· Explain why the problem of evil is important to Catholics 
· Explain why the problem of evil may lead to atheism or agnosticism  
· Explain Catholic responses to atheists or Humanists 
· Evaluate whether the problem of evil can be answered 


	Topic 3.1.8 – Catholic Responses to the Problem of Evil 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The solutions offered to the problem of suffering and a loving and righteous God within Catholicism
· Biblical, theoretical and practical responses to evil including: 
· Psalms, including reference to Psalm 119, Job, 
· Free will (St Augustine), 
· As a way for humans to develop (St Irenaeus), prayer, and charity
· Divergent understandings within Christianity of their success in solving the problem

	
· Outline examples of answers to the problem of evil  
· Explain biblical, theoretical and practical responses to evil  
· Explain Catholic responses to the problem of evil 
· Explain divergent perspectives on how to answer the problem of evil and suffering
· Evaluate how successful responses to the problem of evil are 





	Term 2 – GCSE Edexcel Specification A Paper 1 – Catholic Christianity –  Catholic Practices

	Topic 1.2.1 – The Sacramental Nature of Reality 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The sacramental nature of reality: Catholic teachings about how the whole of creation manifests the presence of God
·  The meaning and effects of each of the seven sacraments, including Catechism of the Catholic Church 1210–1211; 
· The practice and symbolism of each sacrament
· How sacraments communicate the grace of God 
· Divergent Christian attitudes to sacraments, including reference to Orthodox and Protestant Christianity

	
· Outline examples of how creation manifests the presence of God 
· Explain why Catholics believe in the sacramental nature of reality  
· Explain how and why each of the seven sacraments are administered
· Explain why each of the seven sacraments are important 
· Explain divergent perspectives on the importance and need for the sacraments. 
· Evaluate which of the sacraments are the most important  


	Topic 1.2.2 – Liturgical Worship  

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Liturgical worship within Catholic Christianity 
· The nature and significance of the Mass for Catholics, including its structure and the Eucharist as the ‘source and summit of Christian life’, with reference to Lumen Gentium paragraph 7 
· Divergent Christian attitudes towards the practice and meaning of liturgical worship, including its significance for Catholics and the less structured worship in evangelical Christian denominations

	
· Outline parts of the Catholic mass 
· Explain the importance of each part of the Catholic mass 
· Explain the structure of each section of the mass 
· Explain why the Eucharist is important to Catholics with reference to Lumen Gentium P7. 
· Explain Catholic responses to atheists or Humanists 
· Explain divergent perspectives on liturgical worship 
· Evaluate whether liturgical worship is the most important way for a Catholic to worship. 


	Topic 1.2.3 – The Catholic Funeral Rite 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
·  The funeral rite as a liturgical celebration of the Church
· Practices associated with the funeral rite in the home, the church and the cemetery, including reference to 'Preparing my funeral' by Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster
· The aims of the funeral rite, including communion with the deceased; the communion of the community and the proclamation of eternal life to the community and its significance for Catholics 

	
· Outline examples of funeral rituals for Catholics 
· Explain how Catholics celebrate funeral rituals at home, the church and cemetery. 
· Explain the purpose of funeral rituals for Catholics 
· Explain why communion is important at a funeral 
· Explain how the funeral rite proclaims eternal life   
· Explain why funeral rituals are important for Catholics  
· Evaluate whether the funeral rite is the most important Catholic practice


	Topic 1.2.4 – Prayer

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Prayer as the ‘raising of hearts and minds to God’
· The nature and significance of different types of prayer
· The Lord’s Prayer, including Matthew 6:5–14 
· Set (formulaic) prayers
· Informal (extempore) prayer
· When each type might be used and why
· The importance of prayer and the importance for Catholics of having different types of worship 
	
· Outline examples formal and informal prayer 
· Explain different types of prayer 
· Explain the importance of prayer 
· Explain the meaning and importance of the Lord’s Prayer with reference to Matthew 6:5-14.  
· Explain divergent perspectives on prayer 
· Explain why different types of prayer are important 
· Evaluate whether prayer is the most important Catholic practice


	Topic 1.2.5 – Popular Piety 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The role and importance of forms of popular piety
· The nature and significance of the Rosary, Eucharistic adoration and Stations of the Cross
· How each of these might be used and why
· The importance of having different types of worship for Catholics including reference to Catechism of the Catholic Church 1674–1676
· Divergent Christian attitudes to these forms of piety. 

	
· Outline examples of popular piety 
· Explain how popular piety is used to support worship 
· Explain why popular piety is important 
· Explain divergent perspectives on popular piety 
· Explain why it is important to have different types of worship for Catholics.  
· Evaluate  whether popular piety is the most important Catholic practice 

	Topic 1.2.6 – Pilgrimage 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Pilgrimage: the nature, history and purpose of Catholic pilgrimage
· The significance of the places people go on pilgrimage
· Divergent Christian understandings about whether pilgrimage is important for Christians today, with specific reference to Jerusalem, Lourdes, Rome, Walsingham and the Catechism of the Catholic Church 2691–2696. 
	
· Outline difference places to go on pilgrimage   
· Explain why pilgrimage is important to Catholics 
· Explain why a Catholic would go to Rome, Walsingham, Lourdes or Jerusalem on pilgrimage. 
· Explain divergent perspectives on pilgrimage with reference to CCC2691-2696 
· Evaluate whether pilgrimage is the most important Catholic practice 


	Topic 1.2.7 – Catholic Social Teaching 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Catholic Social Teaching: how Catholic Social Teaching reflects the teaching to show love of neighbour
· Catholic teaching on justice, peace and reconciliation
· Evangelii Gaudium paragraphs 182–237 
· The inclusion of the poor in society
· How these teachings might be reflected in the lives of individual Catholics including reference to Matt 25: 31 –46 (sheep and goats);
· The work of CAFOD, what it does and why.

	
· Outline examples of Catholic Social Teaching  
· Explain why Catholic social teachings are important 
· Explain why Catholic social teachings help with the inclusion of poor in society. 
· Explain how Catholics live out the social teachings  
· Explain what the Parable of the Sheep and Goats teaches Catholics about the treatment of others. 
· Explain why CAFOD do their work 
· Explain examples of how CAFOD live out the teachings  
· Evaluate the importance of Catholic social teachings  


	Topic 1.2.8 – Catholic Mission and Evangelism 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Catholic mission and evangelism: the history and significance of mission and evangelism for Catholics
· Divergent ways this is put into practice by the Church and individual Catholics locally, nationally and globally. 
·  How this fulfils the commission of Jesus and teachings of the Church, including Evangelii Gaudium Chapter 5. 
	
· Outline examples of ways to evangelise 
· Explain why Christians evangelise 
· Explain how Christians evangelise 
· Explain divergent perspectives on the use of evangelism  
· Explain the importance of living out Jesus’ great commission 
· Explain why and how Catholics can uphold their mission 
· Evaluate how the importance of Catholic mission and evangelism



	Half Term 5 – Revision for End of Year Exams 

	Topics – Catholic Beliefs & Teachings

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The nature of the Trinity in the Bible
· The nature of the Trinity in the Creed 
· Creation Accounts of Genesis 1-3 
· The nature of humanity as Imago Dei 
· The Incarnation 
· The events and importance of the Paschal Mystery 
· The nature of salvation & grace 
· Eschatology 

	
· Outline Catholic beliefs 
· Explain why Catholics have these beliefs 
· Explain the importance of the beliefs on Catholics
· Explain divergent perspectives on the beliefs
· Evaluate which of the beliefs are the most important  


	Topics – Catholic Practices 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The sacramental nature of reality 
· Liturgical Worship 
· The Funeral Rite 
· The nature of humanity as Imago Dei 
· The Incarnation 
· The events and importance of the Paschal Mystery 
· The nature of salvation & grace 
· Eschatology 

	
· Outline Catholic practices
· Explain why Catholics perform these practices 
· Explain the importance of the practices on Catholics
· Explain divergent perspectives on the practices
· Evaluate which of the practices are the most important  


	Topics – Judaism Beliefs & Teachings

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The nature of the Almighty
· The nature of Shekhinah 
· The Messiah and Messianic Age 
· The covenant at Sinai  
· The Abrahamic Covenant  
· The Mitzvot 
· Pikuach Nefesh  
· Eschatology 

	
· Outline Jewish beliefs 
· Explain why Jews have these beliefs 
· Explain the importance of the beliefs on Judaism 
· Explain divergent perspectives on the beliefs
· Evaluate which of the beliefs are the most important  


	Topics – Judaism Practices 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The Tenakh & Torah 
· The nature of public worship 
· Private worship 
· The Shema and Amidah 
· Jewish Rituals (death, bar/bat mitzvah, birth & marriage) 
· Shabbat
· Jewish festivals (Pesach, Sukkot, Shavuot, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur) 
· The Synagogue 

	
· Outline Jewish practices
· Explain why Jews perform these practices 
· Explain the importance of the practices on Judaism 
· Explain divergent perspectives on the practices
· Evaluate which of the practices are the most important  


	Topics – Philosophy & Ethics 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Revelation 
· Visions 
· Miracles  
· Religious Experiences 
· The design argument 
· The cosmological argument  
· The problem of evil 
· Catholic responses to evil 

	
· Outline examples of religious experiences  
· Explain how each component affects belief in God 
· Explain Catholic responses 
· Explain divergent perspectives 
· Evaluate which has the biggest effect on belief in God 




	Half Term 6 – GCSE Edexcel Specification A Paper 1 – Catholic Christianity –  Catholic Sources of Wisdom & Authority 

	Topic 1.3.1 – The Bible 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The Bible: the development and structure of the Bible as the revealed Word of God: 
· The origins, structure and different literary forms of the Bible
· Old Testament: law, history, prophets, writings
· New Testament: gospels, letters 
· Divergent Christian understandings about which books should be within the Bible with reference to the Council of Trent

	
· Outline features of the Bible 
· Explain the features of the Bible 
· Explain the origins of the Bible
· Explain why the Bible has authority for Christianity 
· Explain divergent perspectives on the origins and features of the Bible  
· Evaluate the authority of the Bible 

	Topic 1.3.2 – Interpretation of the Bible 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Interpretation of the Bible: Catholic interpretation of the Bible and understanding of the meaning of inspiration;
· Divergent interpretations of the authority of the Bible within Christianity: the literal Word of God, the revealed Word of God and as source of guidance and teaching, including 2 Timothy 3:16 
·  Catechism of the Catholic Church 105–108; the implications of this for Catholics today

	
· Outline different interpretations of the Bible 
· Explain why the Bible has authority 
· Explain divergent perspectives on the authority of the Bible  
· Explain what the Church teaches about the authority of the Bible 
· Evaluate whether the Bible is the best source of authority. 


	Topic 1.3.3 – The Magisterium of the Church 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The magisterium of the Church: the meaning, function and importance of the magisterium both conciliar and pontifical with reference to Catechism of the Catholic Church 100
· The magisterium as the living teaching office of the Church and authentic interpreter of the affirmations of Scripture and Tradition
· Why they are important for Catholics today.

	
· Outline the role of the magisterium  
· Explain the role of the magisterium 
· Explain why the magisterium has authority for Catholics  
· Evaluate whether the magisterium has the most authority for Catholics 

	Topic 1.3.4 – The Second Vatican Council 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The Second Vatican Council: the nature, history and importance of the council
· The nature and significance of the four key documents for the Church and for Catholic living: Dei Verbum, Lumen Gentium, Sacrosanctum Conciliar and Gaudium et Spes

	
· Outline documents and changes from Vatican II 
· Explain the changes from each document at Vatican II  
· Explain the importance of Vatican II 
· Evaluate whether Vatican II is a significant change to the Church 


	Topic 1.3.5 – The Body of Christ and the People of God 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The Church as the Body of Christ and the People of God: the nature and significance of the Church as the Body of Christ and the People of God, including Romans 12:4–6 and 1 Corinthians 12; 
· Why the Church as the Body of Christ and the People of God is important for Catholics today
· Divergent Christian attitudes towards these
	
· Outline examples of how Catholics are the body of Christ and people of God.  
· Explain why Catholics are the body of Christ and people of God.  
· Explain divergent perspectives on popular piety 
· Explain why it is important that Catholics are the body of Christ and people of God 
· Evaluate the importance of Catholics being the body of Christ and people of God 
 

	Topic 1.3.6 – The meaning of the Four Marks of the Church 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· The meaning of the four marks of the Church: 
· The nature of the Church as one, holy, catholic and apostolic including reference to the Nicene Creed and the First Council of Constantinople; 
· How the marks may be understood in divergent ways within Christianity; why they are important for Catholics today
	
· Outline the four marks of the Church 
· Explain why the Church is one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
· Explain why it is important that the Church is one, holy, catholic and apostolic.  
· Explain divergent perspectives on the four marks of the Church for Christians today. 
· Evaluate whether the four marks are the most important Catholic authority.  


	Topic 1.3.7 – Mary as a model of the Church 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Mary as a model of the Church: the significance of Mary as a model of the Church – joined with Christ in the work of salvation
· As a model of discipleship and as a model of faith and charity, including Luke 1:26–39 
· Catechism of the Catholic Church 963–975; the implications of this teaching for Catholic life today.
	
· Outline examples of Mary as a model of the Church   
· Explain why Mary is a model of discipleship  
· Explain why Mary is a model of charity 
· Explain why Mary is important to Catholics today   
· Explain divergent perspectives on the importance of Mary 
· Evaluate the importance of Mary as a source of wisdom and authority 


	Topic 1.3.8 – Sources of Personal and Ethical Decision Making 

	To Know: 
	To Know How: 

	
· Sources of personal and ethical decision making: the example and teaching of Jesus as the authoritative source for moral teaching;
·  Jesus as fulfilment of the Law, including Matthew 5:17–24; 
· Divergent understandings of the place and authority of natural law; virtue and the primacy of conscience
· The divergent implications of these sources of authority for Christians today

	
· Outline ways to make a moral decision 
· Explain why Jesus is the fulfilment of the law  
· Explain divergent perspectives on the use of natural law, virtue ethics and conscience to make a moral decision. 
· Evaluate the need for personal sources of ethical decision making 
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