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During the first few weeks of the A-level 

Sociology course, it is important to understand 

some of the key ideas that sociologists look at. 

Below are some of the resources that students 

can use to understand some of the key ideas in 

Sociology. 
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Starting sociology 

You need to know the differences between the biological definition of sex and the sociological concept of 

gender. This becomes more important as you progress through the course, with applications to gender 

roles in the family, gender differences in education, gender differences in criminal behaviour and 

victimisation and the stratification of society based upon gender stereotypes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The traditional social class system of upper, middle and working class is important to understand. 

However, ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛǎ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 

ŎƭŀǎǎΩ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŦƛȄŜŘ ƭŀōŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ƻǊ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ 

classes. Parents can be educated, work in non-manual labour and still have working class ideologies in 

the 21st century. However, most texts refer to differences between the traditional classes, particularly 

with reference to education and crime. 
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Sociologists talk almost exclusively about ethnicity rather than race, which is an outdated term that 

suggests the physical characteristics of different groups define their abilities in wider society. Sadly, 

some racial theories are re-emerging, but sociologists prefer to focus on the social characteristics of 

ethnicity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the big debates in researching society is whether to collect quantitative data or qualitative 

data. The decision often rests on several fŀŎǘƻǊǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛƻƭƻƎƛǎǘΩǎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 

preference, the choice of topic and the availability of different research methods.  
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One of the more confusing debates is how different theories view society. The idea that society agrees 

on the norms and values (Consensus Theory) or divided into competing groups (Conflict Theory) is 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ΨƛŘŜŀƭ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩΣ 

whilst conflict theories would suggest that family benefits some more than others. Similarly, in 

education, the idea of meritocracy would be a consensus view, whereas conflict views would see 

differences in educational achievement as being a result of these conflicts. In crime and stratification 

there are similar arguments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


