
English Language Exam

Component 1 (40%)
1 hour 45 minute exam

Section A – Reading 
5 questions
1x Fiction text (20th Century)

Section B - Writing
1x Narrative writing task 

Component 2 (60%)
2 hour exam

Section A – Reading
6 questions
2 x Non fiction text 
(1x 19th and 1x 21st Century)

Section B - Writing
2 x transactional writing task 

English Literature Exam 

Component 1 (40%) - 2 hour exam

Section A – Shakespeare
Task 1: 1x extract question
Task 2: 1x essay question 

Section B – Poetry (Anthology)
Task1: 1 x analysis (poem provided)
Task 2: 1 x Comparison between the poem 
from task 1 and another poem (not provided)

Component 2 (60%) –
2 hour 30 minute exam

Section A – An Inspector Calls
1 x essay question: based on the given 
extract and linked to elsewhere in the play

Section B – A Christmas Carol
1 x essay question: based on the given 
extract and linked to elsewhere in the play

Section C – Unseen Poetry
Task 1: 1 x analysis of unseen poem 
Task 2: 1 x comparison between poem from 
task 1 and another unseen poem
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English Literature GCSE
Wednesday 17th May 2023 – Component 1 English Literature examination

Macbeth and Poetry Anthology

Wednesday 24th May 2023 – Component 2 English Literature examination
An Inspector Calls,  A Christmas Carol and Unseen Poetry

Macbeth
• Know the plot, characters and 

themes
• Memorise important quotes for 

each character and theme
• Revise the extract and essay 

answer structures

Poetry Anthology
• Know all 19 poems by heart (they 

will not be given the anthology in 
the exam)

• Know the context information for 
each of the 19 poems 

• Revise the analysis and comparison
essay structures

An Inspector Calls
• Know the plot, characters and themes
• Memorise important quotes for each 

character and theme

A Christmas Carol
• Know the plot, characters and themes
• Memorise important quotes for each 

character and theme
• Know important context information 

about the Victorian era, Dickens’ 
motives and political views.

Unseen Poetry
• Know a range of poetic techniques
Eg. Simile, metaphor
• Know the SMILES structure for 

analysing poetry



Useful Revision Strategies for 
Literature

POST-IT Quotes
Copy down important 
quotes from the plays, 
poems and novels – Place 
them on a wall and spend a 
week committing them to 
memory.

POEM ON A PAGE
Write down:
the FIRST and LAST line of the poem
Context information
Translate the main ideas of the poem 
into images

STORYBOARD
Translate the plot of 
each play or navel 
into a comic strip 
with a brief summary 
of what happened 
beneath 

SUMMARY SHEET
Summarise the plot, 
characters and 
themes on one sheet 



Useful Revision Strategies for 
Literature



English Language GCSE
Monday 5th June 2023 – Component 1 English Language examination

Fiction reading questions
Narrative (story) writing

Monday 12th June 2023 – Component 2 English Language examination
Non-fiction reading questions
Transactional (non-fiction) writing

Component 1
Reading
• Know what to include in a ‘good’ 

answer
• Know how to embed quotes from a 

text
• Know relevant subject terminology 

eg. Adjectives, personification

Writing
• Know the four parts of a story
• Have a bank of stories to pull ideas 

from

Component 2
Reading
• Know what to include in a ‘good’ 

answer
• Know how to embed quotes from a 

text
• Know relevant subject terminology eg. 

adjectives, personification
• Know how to use context clues from 

the text to understand unfamiliar 
words

Writing
• Know how to format / layout the 

transactional writing tasks
• Know the persuasive writing 

techniques



Useful Revision Strategies for 
Language

Collection of stories
Create a collection of 
stories written for 
different titles. 

WILFs
Memorise the success 
criteria for each question 
type 

Know the different 
formats
Create a revision mat that 
has the different layouts 
for each of the 7 
transactional writing tasks








